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Energy Bill Passes Senate
House and Senate set to go to conference committee

As Congress resumes this week after summer recess, the South Dakota Corn Growers Associa-
tion (SDCGA) is looking forward to working with Senator Tim Johnson who has been ap-
pointed to the Energy Bill Conference Committee.  Now that the committee has been put
into place the SDCGA will rally its members to contact conferees, urging them to approve an
energy bill containing provisions important to South Dakota producers.

“South Dakota Corn Growers have four major objectives as the Conference Committee con-
venes,” said SDCGA President Darrin Ihnen. “One, to include a renewable fuels standard
(RFS) in the energy bill; two, to get an energy bill; and three, to incorporate the tax modifica-
tions that include the Highway Trust Fund (HTF) fix and Small Producer Tax Credit.  Finally,
our main goal will be to have a stronger RFS schedule with a final ascension at 5 billion
gallons,” he added.

The inclusion of an RFS in the energy bill is SDCGA’s top priority.  The South Dakota Corn
Growers have been working nonstop for the past five years on the RFS.  South Dakota has
over 8000 farm families invested in ethanol plants around the state.  “It is imperative we have
a strong market for our farmer owned ethanol plants,” said Ihnen.

“SDCGA has worked tirelessly on behalf of
all corn producers to obtain a strong RFS.
With high natural gas prices, high gaso-
line prices and severe electrical sup-
ply issues we are optimistic we
will have a national energy bill.
We will make certain any
energy legislation will
contain the RFS,”
said Ihnen.

1

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT
Darrin Ihnen, 238-5544

Hurley - District 27

VICE PRESIDENT
R. Mark Garber, 224-8044

Pierre - District 12

SECRETARY
David Gillen, 249-2385
White Lake - District 11

TREASURER
Reid Jensen, 253-2842
Burbank - District 1

CHAIRMAN
Bill Whipple, 938-4143

Wilmot - District 7

Corey Schnabel, 925-4142
Freeman - Member at Large

Lauren Anderson, 428-3417
Dell Rapids - District 3

Jason Kontz, 693-4598
Brookings - District 4

Gary Duffy, 482-8555
Oldham - District 5

David Leiseth, 763-3834
Hayti - District 6

Jim Thyen, 886-8159
Waverly - District 7

Bill Chase, 352-7868
Wolsey - District 8

Chad Blindauer, 996-1840
Mitchell - District 9

Chad Johnson, 337-3252
Platte - District 10

Scott Sperry, 229-4591
Bath - District 13

INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVES:
Curt Bauman, 352-5899
Harry Buck, 582-2416
Sam Geyer, 854-3400

Steve Sershen, 489-2670

OFFICE STAFF:
Lisa Richardson, Executive Director

Teddi Mueller, Communications Director
Todd Anaswki, Program Director

Katrina Luke, Office Manager

South Dakota Corn Growers Association



South Dakota Corn Growers Association
Membership Application

PLEASE HELP US DOUBLE OUR LOBBYING POWER TODAY!
“You’re just one corn producer. And so am I. But when we band together we can change things. We’ve proven it
over and over.  So take a step for the future of your family.  Join today!” –Darrin Ihnen, President, Hurley

I’ve enclosed: ❏   $150 (3-year membership) *Includes choice of 3 Seed certificates and $15 in Ethanol Certificates

❏   $75 (1 -year) ❏  $75 (1 -year state only membership)

Please fill in all fields.

First Name__________________________________ Last Name__________________________________

Title _________________________________ Farm/Company Name______________________________

Membership is to be: (check one)  ❏  Name     ❏  Farm/Company Name

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

City__________________________________________________ State__________ Zip________________

County ________________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone _______________________________ Business Phone_______________________________

I am a Farmer  ❏  Yes  ❏ No   Total Farm Acres____________________ Corn Acres____________________

Spouse’s Name _________________________________________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________________________________________

Recruiter Name_________________________________________________________________________

Mail Dues To: South Dakota Corn Growers Association
3801 S. Western Ave, Suite 100, Sioux Falls, SD 57105
605-334-0100 • www.sdcorn.org

SDCGA Seed Certificate Program
When you sign up to join the SDCGA for 3 years, you have the option to receive hybrid seed corn discounts
from these supporting seed companies, each worth $30 off a purchase of $100 or more.

Your membership is important. Please take the time to join the SDCGA today.  We’re working hard to add
value to the product you grow, and we need your support.

PLUS! 3 year Receives $15 in Ethanol Enriched Fuel.

This is your receipt for membership in the South Dakota Corn Growers Association. Contributions or gifts
to the South Dakota Corn Growers Association are not deductible as charitable contributions for federal
income tax purposes.  However, dues payments are deductible by members as an ordinary and necessary
business expense.

(      ) Agripro Seeds
(      ) Black Diamond Seeds
(      ) Den Besten
(      ) Garst
(      ) Hoegemeyer Hybrids
(      ) Kaltenberg Seeds
(      ) Kaystar Hybrids
(      ) Legend Seeds
(      ) Mustang Seeds

South Dakota
Corn Growers Association

3801 S. Western Ave., Suite 100
Sioux Falls, SD 57105

605-334-0100
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(      ) Mycogen Seeds
(      ) Pioneer Seeds
(      ) REA Seeds
(      ) Seeds 2000
(      ) Sycrosco
(      ) Fontanelle Hybrids
(      ) Tri-State Seed
(      ) Integra Seed
(      ) Midstates Genetics

Received From:

_______________________________________________________
(Members Name)

Dues paid in the amount of $ _____________________________

Represented by:________________________________________

Date __________________________________________________

TEAR HERE

(      ) Production Partners
(      ) Dekalb
(      ) Asgrow
(      ) Stine Seed
(      ) Proseed
(      ) Crows
(      ) Great Lakes Hybrids
(      ) R & M Seeds
(      ) Croplan Genetics

3 year Membership. Please select 3 seed certificates.

SOUTH DAKOTA CORN TALK is published by the
South Dakota Corn Growers Association, a non-profit
South Dakota organization.  Any articles pertaining
to corn, corn products and the corn industry are en-
couraged and welcomed.

NOVEMBER 5-7, 2003
USMEF Conference
Tucson, AZ

DECEMBER 3 & 4, 2003
SDCA Annual Convention
Rapid City, SD

DECEMBER 4 & 5, 2003
NCGA Action Team Meetings
St Louis, MO

DECEMBER 5 & 6, 2003
SDATAT Annual Meeting
Huron, SD

JANUARY 8 & 9, 2003
SD Pork Producers Annual Meeting
Sioux Falls, SD

JANUARY 9, 2003
SDCUC Board Meeting
Sioux Falls, SD

JANUARY 10, 2003
SDCGA Annual Meeting
Sioux Falls, SD

Calendar of Events

Great Plains Ethanol is a state of the art
ethanol plant located near Chancellor,
SD that was designed, built, and is man-
aged by Broin Companies of Sioux
Falls. We are a 40 million gallon capac-
ity plant that will consume 15 million
bushels of corn per year. We purchase
corn at competitive prices from our
members and non members. Please give
us a call at 605-647-0040 to inquire
about our corn marketing options.



standing of and respect for “majority rule” governance.  Finally, a
willingness and ability to be a fiduciary (wear one hat).

You must quickly acquire knowledge and understanding of: the
organization’s purposes, objectives, and priorities; the
organization’s structure and governance; the organization’s calen-
dar/timing; your responsibilities, liabilities and tasks; a reliable
means of determining the needs, wants and expectations of those
you serve; and finally the special skills to serve and govern an orga-
nizations of people you can’t hire, fire or threaten.

This is a quick overview, which I believe would be helpful to all of
us as we work to make our organizations stronger.  A special
THANKS goes out to everyone who takes time out of their busy
lives to serve their community in anyway.  This takes a significant
amount of time and energy, which are all in short supply.

Thanks again to all the SDCGA board of director for your willing-
ness to serve our organization.  I appreciate the opportunity to
serve as your President.  If you have any questions or concerns,
please feel free to contact me.  I hope you all have a safe and boun-
tiful harvest.

Darrin Ihnen

President’s Report

Hello,

Harvest season is upon us as the summer comes to an end. The
South Dakota Corn Growers Association (SDCGA) has had a busy
summer.  I would like to start off by say THANK YOU to the staff
and all the board of directors who have worked so hard on all the
activities that have taken place this summer for the SDCGA.  It’s
great to see what can be accomplished when we work together as a
team.

One of the activities that the SDCGA board of directors partici-
pated in was extensive training on the roles and responsibilities of a
board member.  I would like to take this opportunity to share with
all of you an overview of what the SDCGA board of directors
learned during this training session.

To be a responsible and effective Association Officer, Director,
Committee Chair, School Board Member, County Commissioner,
Elevator Board, Church Board, Township Board Member or com-
munity leader you must bring a few essentials to the job and you
must quickly acquire knowledge of the job.  The first thing you
need is an informed commitment to the organization’s purposes
and the common good of the group.  Second, you need the trust
and respect of those you seek to serve.  Third, you need the time
and other resources necessary to serve.  Fourth, you need an under-
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On August 18th, West River residents and ranchers gath-
ered at the Central States Fair for the 1st Annual Ethanol
Day, to learn about the benefits of ethanol and feeding
dried distillers’ grain (DDG).

Visitors to the Ethanol powered tent had the opportunity
to learn more about ethanol-blended fuels and their ben-
efits, while also getting a closer look at DDG and the hid-
den benefits to feeding this by-product of ethanol.  Other
activities during ethanol day consisted of a Corn on the
Cob feed, two educational programs: one featuring “The
Benefits of Ethanol” and “The Benefits of DDG”, and
several chances to win fun prizes like:  $100.00 in etha-
nol-blended fuel and a semi-truck full of DDG, just to
name a few.

Lisa Richardson, SDCGA executive director, said the
first-annual event served its educational purpose.  “This is
the first step in raising public awareness about the benefits
of ethanol and DDG to west river consumers,” she said.  “Once
consumers learn about these products and what they have to of-
fer, we are confident they will see the benefits in using them.”

Ethanol Day Heightens Public Awareness

A big thanks goes out to everyone who participated and help
make the 1st Annual Ethanol Day at the Central States Fair a
huge success!

West River producers at the 1st Annual Ethanol Day at the Central States Fair in Rapid City.
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The South Dakota Corn Growers Asso-
ciation (SDCGA) submitted a written
statement of record before the House Ag-
riculture Subcommittee on General Farm
Commodities and Risk Management
during a Congressional field hearing in
Ada, MN on August 19, 2003.  The pur-
pose of the field hearing was to review
crop insurance and commodity programs.

SDCGA Submits Comments to
U.S. House Agriculture Subcommittee

On average, producers are good managers
of things they control.  In farming however,
there are an infinite number of items be-
yond control as producers are exposed to
both production and price risks.  Produc-
tion levels vary depending upon cycles of
demand as well as balancing those demands
with adverse weather conditions such as
droughts or floods.

A chief concern expressed by SDCGA re-
garded the need for multi-year losses.  The
Agriculture Assistant Act of 2003 provides
assistance to producers who have suffered
losses due to weather related disasters.  The
damage must be in excess of 35 percent for
either the 2001 or 2002 crop, but not both
years.  Inclusion of multi-year losses would
allow producers to receive additional assis-
tance and protection that would allow pro-
ducers to rebuild their operations during
multi-years of drought.

Other concerns cited by SDCGA included
keeping the federal crop insurance volun-
tary, improving against fraud and having
affordable premiums.  By having crop

insurance voluntary available, producers
have flexibility to participate with
supplemental coverage from private in-
surance companies to their farming op-
erations.  Affordable premiums with
increased coverage would make insur-
ance affordable to farmers for a greater
participation rate in the overall program.
Likewise, improving against fraud or
abuse would help ensure affordability of
policies and increased protection levels.

SDCGA also expressed support for the
insight and commitment that originated
with Title V of the Agriculture Act of
1938 which authorized the Federal Crop
Insurance Act which established a fed-
eral insurance program to protect farm-
ers from crop losses due to natural
hazards.  Because of the insight to the
original act, the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture offers several permanently au-
thorized programs to help farmers
recover financially from a natural disas-
ter, including federal crop insurance, the
noninsured assistance program and
emergency disaster loans.

Teddi Mueller of the South Dakota Corn
Growers Association (SDCGA) and the South
Dakota Corn Utilization Council (SDCUC)
was recently recognized for her involvement in
promoting ethanol at the 2003 American
Coalition for Ethanol (ACE) Annual Meeting
and Ethanol Conference in Sioux Falls.

Mueller serves as the communications director
for the SDCGA and SDCUC and collabo-
rates with ACE on many special projects and
promotions.

Working to promote corn producers and
value-added products such as ethanol has been
very fulfilling, explained Mueller.  “I really en-
joy my job and the variety of people I work

Mueller Receives Ethanol Award
with across South Dakota to help encour-
age broader support and use of ethanol
through Yellow Dime promotions across
the state or by visiting with farmers and
ranchers about ethanol’s co-product, dis-
tillers grains,” Mueller said.

Mueller who has been employed with
SDCGA and SDCUC since 1999 resides
in Sioux Falls with her husband Jay, to-
gether they have three children; Logan,
Halie, and Millie.

ACE awards and certificates of apprecia-
tion are presented each year to honor those
who have made and continue to make a
difference in the ethanol industry.

ACE founder and first president, Merle Anderson awards Teddi
Mueller with Certificate of Appreciation.
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With the dawn of the harvest season, the South Da-
kota Corn Growers Association (SDCGA) is remind-
ing farmers who are growing corn hybrids not yet
approved for export to the European Union (EU) they
should be aware of how their harvested grain will be
marketed.

Those corn growers have three options:
1. Feed these hybrids in their own livestock rations
2. Sell into domestic livestock feeding channels
3. Sell to elevators accepting grain not yet approved
for EU export.

Corn growers interested in the third option can visit
the American Seed Trade Association (ASTA) web site,
www.asta.farmprogress.com, for a listing of elevators.

“This marketing discipline will ensure the integrity of
the U.S. grain supply and will demonstrate the respect
U.S. corn farmers have for the desires and preferences
of our customers,” said Darren Ihnen, SDCGA presi-
dent and corn producer from Hurley, S.D.

He noted that, after verifying a facility’s willingness to accept
biotech corn that has not yet been approved for import into the EU,
corn growers should arrange timing and terms of acceptance for de-
livery.

“Some facilities may need to segregate corn,” he explained. “There-
fore, scheduling deliveries or other pre-harvest coordination may be
necessary. We suggest you have a pre-harvest discussion with the
manager of the facility to which you intend to deliver.”

While harvest is heavy on the minds of most corn growers right
now, SDCGA also reminds them that seed-buying season is right

SDCGA Reminds Growers to ‘Know Where to Go’
With Harvested Biotech Grain

around the corner. “So you need to know what to buy,” said Ihnen.

SDCGA recommends that growers select hybrids with the full
knowledge of whether the number is conventional, one approved
for EU export or one not yet approved for EU export.

“A list of hybrids that are approved for EU export can be found on
the NCGA web site, www.ncga.com,” Ihnen continued. “The
SDCGA recommends that growers read their grower agreements
before planting and are fully aware of the requirements of those
agreements. It is vital that hybrids awaiting EU approval are kept
out of export and processing channels.”

Would like to know if you are Interested in Selling or Purchasing Capital Units
of Lake Area Corn Processors, LLC?

• Capital Units of Lake Area Corn Processors, LLC may be purchased from existing
members or resold by existing members through Variable Investment Advisers, Inc.
(www.agstocktrade.com), a registered broker-dealer and registered alternative trad-
ing system.

•  New members of Lake Area Corn Processors must purchase at least 5,000 Capi-
tal Units (All Members must always own at least 5,000 Capital Units). Existing mem-
bers must sell in 500 Capital Unit increments.

LAKE AREA CORN PROCESSORS, LLC
As an owner of

DAKOTA ETHANOL, LLC
Wentworth, SD

•  To purchase or sell Capital Units of Lake Area Corn Processors, you may go
online at  www.agstocktrade.com, or contact:

Variable Investment Advisors, Inc.
4305 S. Louise Ave. Ste. 101

Sioux Falls, SD  57106
1-800-859-3018
605-361-8230

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION please go online to www.dakotaethanol.com &
see “How to become a Member of Lake Area Corn Processors, LLC” Or call Lake
Area Corn Processors, LLC at 1-888-539-2676 or 605-483-2676.
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  Madison Hosted the 12t

8:00 AM TOURNAMENT

1st Place
Graydon Schlisner - Madison, Scott Schlisner - Madison,

Myron Plack - Madison, Randy Carper - Rutland

2nd Place
David Gillen - White Lake, Brian Havlik - White Lake,

Jeff Larson - White Lake

3rd Place
Craig Treiber - Brookings, Brian Leighton - Madison,

Larry Johnson - Madison, Eric Bothun - Volga

2:00 PM TOURNAMENT

1st Place
Chad Johnson - Platte, Corbin Nelson - Platte,

Jason Nelson - Platte, Moze Vanzee - Platte

2nd Place
Dean Schrag - Parker, Steve Schmeichel - Hurley,

Barry Preheim - Freeman, Dean Dreessen - Freeman

3rd Place
Kevin Jaspers - Sisseton, Jerry Gross - Brookings,

Joe Pires - Brookings, Larry Pires - Brookings

On June 24th, in Madison SD at
the Madison Country Club nearly
250 producers and agri-business-
men gathered to show their sup-
port for the South Dakota Corn
Growers Association (SDCGA)
and put there golf game to the test.

“Not only did we have a great day
to play golf but this gave producers
the opportunity to socialize with
friends in the agricultural indus-
try,” said David Gillen, Secretary
of the SDCGA.  “In the past few years the response we have had for the
Corn Cob Open was overwhelming, so this year the SDCGA changed
the format to accommodate as many golfers as possible,” he added.

This year golfers lined
up early to participate in
the Corn Cob Open.
The morning began
with an 8:00 am shot-
gun start and after a
beautiful morning of
golf, the golfers retired
to the clubhouse for a
steak fry.  As the morn-
ing tournament wound
up the next flight of
golfers lined up for a

2:00 pm shotgun start, the afternoon warmed up a touch but nothing
stopped these golfers from enjoying a round of golf.  Following the
afternoon flight they were all welcomed back to the clubhouse to cool
down and enjoy a steak
dinner.  As the tradition
stands in the SDCGA
Corn Cob Open, each
golfer hit their first shot
off a corncob tee.

The major prize that
many golfers would have
loved to take home was a
hole-in-one prize, which
was a 1967 Mustang,
which was sponsored by
Mustang Seeds.  Al-
though no one sunk a
hole-in-one many other fun prizes were awarded to numerous golfers
including 13" TV, DVD player, Palm Pilot, Shop Vac and putters just
to name a few.

Prizes were also awarded for the teams that placed first, second and
third.  Our first place team received $200 in pro shop credit, second
place a $100 in pro shop credit and third place $60 in pro shop credit.

Bernie DeHoet, Dennis Mitchell, Todd Herseth, and
Lars Herseth during the 2003 Corn Cob Open.

Alan May, Brian Wodlt, Ron Anderson, and Jason Wojan
Representaives of Dakota Ethanol enjoyed a great day
of golf during the 2003 Corn Cob Open.

Jim Habernich with Integra Seeds lines up
his drive.

Teams that placed in the Corn Cob Open

Chad Johnson, Corbin Nelson, Jason Nelson, Moze Vanzee all of Platte, SD took 1st place
during the 2:00 pm tournament.  Each received $50 in pro shop credit.
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th Annual Corn Cob Open

The SDCGA appreciates everyone who helped make this tournament a huge success!

A BIG THANK YOU
goes out to the following businesses that sponsored

the 12th Annual Corn Cob Open:

DINNER SPONSORS

Gold Sponsor
Broin Companies

Pioneer A DuPont Company

Silver Sponsor
American Coalition for Ethanol

CorTrust Bank

BEVERAGE CART SPONSORS
Monsanto

Bayer CropScience

PIN PRIZE SPONSORS
Madison Farmers Elevator

Great Western Bank
Gehl Company

Prostrollo All American AutoMall
KSFY

SD Wheat Growers
Stine Seeds

James River Ethanol
Eide Bailly

Farm Progress
First American Bank & Trust

Tri-State Neighbor
NCGA
KWAT

USMEF
Dakota Radio Group
Northwestern Energy

KDLT
Sioux Falls Canaries

USD
DSU
LATI

Campbell’s Supply

EVENT SPONSORS
SD Corn Utilization Council

Dakota Ethanol & Lake Area Corn Processors
Great Plains Ethanol

Northern Lights Ethanol
Glacial Lakes Energy

VeraSun Energy
Heartland Grain Fuels

BEVERAGES PROVIDED BY
Coca-Cola

Miller Brewing Company

HOLE SPONSORS
Fagen Inc.

South Dakota Ag Producers Ventures
Dakota Gold Marketing

Garst/Agri-Pro
Integra Seeds

East River Electric
First Dakota National Bank

Legend Seeds
Home Federal Bank

WNAX
F&M Coop

Syngenta Seeds & Crop Protection
First State Bank of Sinai

Wells Fargo
Mycogen

Country Pride Cooperative
Farm Credit Services of America

SD Agri-Business Association
Sioux Valley Energy
KXRB/KIKN Radio

SDSU
Security Bank & Insurance Agency

Valley Bank
Lake County International

Business Printing & Graphics

The 12th Annual Corn Cob Open wouldn’t have been a success without the help from these generous sponsors thanks again for all you support!
A special thanks also goes out to the producers and agri-businessmen that took the time out of their busy day to come and show their support

for the SDCGA!  The money raised from this event will help sponsor legislative, educational, and promotional actives for the SDCGA.
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BUTTERMILK CORN FRITTERS
Ingredients:
1 1/2 teaspoons baking powder
1 (14.75 ounce) can cream-style corn
1 egg, beaten
1 cup vegetable oil
1 1/2 cups maple syrup

Directions:
1. In a medium mixing bowl, sift together baking mix and baking powder. In
a small mixing bowl, combine corn and egg.
2. Combine egg and flour mixture, stir gently.
3. Heat oil in large skillet over medium heat. Drop batter by tablespoonfuls
into hot oil one layer at a time. Fry for 2 minutes on each side or until
golden brown. Drain fritters on absorbent paper. Serve immediately with
maple syrup or molasses.
Submitted by: Vicci Rayson

CHEESY POTATO AND CORN CHOWDER
Ingredients:
2 tablespoons margarine
1 cup chopped celery
1 cup chopped onion
2 (14.5 ounce) cans chicken broth
3 cups peeled and cubed potatoes
1 (15 ounce) can whole kernel corn
1 (4 ounce) can diced green chiles
1 (2.5 ounce) package country style gravy mix
2 cups milk
1 cup shredded Mexican-style processed cheese food

Directions:
1. In large saucepan, melt margarine over medium high heat. Add celery
and onion; cook and stir until tender, about 5 minutes.
2. Add chicken broth; bring to a boil. Add potatoes; cook over low heat for
20 to 25 minutes or until potatoes are soft, stirring occasionally.
3. Stir in corn and chiles; return to boiling. Dissolve gravy mix in milk; stir
into boiling mixture. Add cheese; cook and stir over low heat until cheese is
melted.
Submitted by: Monte James

“Corn”y Cooking

Over 40 producers from across South Dakota gathered at the Reid
Jensen plot in Clay County for a field day to observe how different
hybrids develop under the same growing conditions.  The program
included Billy Fuller from SDSU who discussed rootworm and other
transgenic diseases.

The group observed a root pit and saw how the actual roots grow
when zone tillage is used.

Seed dealers were also in attendance and visited with producers about
the benefits of their hybrids.  SDCGA board of director, Bill Chase of
Wolsey, SD said, “the Showplot program provides seed dealers inter-
action with producers and to witness firsthand knowledge of corn
hybrids.”  The showplot field day concluded with a pork loin dinner
and prizes being awarded to producers who where in attendance.

SDCGA Hosted Field Day
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Legislator Biotechnology Workshop
The use of biotechnology will continue to play an important role for
South Dakota’s agriculture producers according to a state legislative
biotechnology workshop at South Dakota State University (SDSU).

The two-day workshop generated around 30 of the state’s 105 legisla-
tors to discuss issues ranging from the history of plant breeding to ge-
netic modification, profitability, economics and marketing of
biotechnology as well as consumer acceptance and the regulatory
framework of biotechnology.

Biotechnology is the use of genetic tools to make products with desir-
able, beneficial traits.  It can be used for food, medicine and industrial
applications.

Although biotechnology has been under development for more than
20 years, U.S. farmers first planted biotechnology corn and soybean
crops commercially in 1996.  Since then, farmers have increased
biotech planting by more than 30-fold, from 4.2 million acres in 1996
to 130 million acres in 2001.

South Dakota leads the nation in the percentage of corn and soybean
acreage devoted to biotechnology. Seventy-five percent of South
Dakota’s corn and 91 percent of their soybeans are biotech varieties.

South Dakota Corn Grower Association (SDCGA) board member Gary
Duffy of Oldham, SD attended the workshop and said the workshop
provided valuable information to legislators who have had to wrestle
at times with biotech issues in the state legislature.  “The information
presented was very informative and cleared some misperceptions
about biotechnology,” Duffy said.

The Missouri River is 2,341 miles long and drains one sixth of the
U.S. having the capacity to store 73.4 million acre-feet of water,
making it the largest reservoir system in North America.  In more
recent years, lingering droughts have complicated the management
of the river with competing interests from upstream states and
downstream states resulting in legal
challenges to the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineer’s Master Manual of the river.

The Corps Master Manual addresses
the management of Congressionally au-
thorized projects purposes of the Flood
Control Act of 1944 including:  flood
control, navigation, irrigation, hydro-
power, water supply, water quality, rec-
reation and fish and wildlife.  Likewise,
the Corps must also follow the federal
Endangered Species Act which protects
species that need a high and low water
flow during different times of the year.  A re-written manual has
been in the works for 12 years and when finished, will address regu-

Drought Hampering Missouri River Flow
lation of river flows while taking into account environmental and
navigational interests.

South Dakota officials want to retain more water upstream to sup-
port recreation, but both Iowa and Nebraska want enough water for

barge traffic.  Such competing interests
have since resulted in numerous law-
suits in the federal courts including a
federal judge’s order requiring lower
river flows from mid-August until La-
bor Day causing a dip in the river.

The resulting legal battles over the river
caused Governor Mike Rounds to pro-
pose a Missouri River summit from
seven Missouri River states to deal
more with management of the river,
predominantly the flow components,
the environmental component and

other parts of managing the river.  A tentative date for the summit
has been scheduled for Sept. 24 at Dakota Dunes.

Big Bend Dam on the Missouri River.

VeraSun Energy is entering the final stages of construction of a
100mgy dry-grind ethanol plant outside Aurora, South Dakota.

We are currently seeking qualified individuals for all areas of the
plant’s operations:  production, maintenance & repair, shipping
& receiving, and the quality laboratory.

The plant will operate with two 12-hour rotating shifts.
Production will be responsible for turning corn into ethanol.
Maintenance and repair will be responsible for preventive and
routine maintenance of plant equipment and systems.  Shipping
and receiving will have the responsibility for unloading corn and
loading ethanol and distillers grains.  We will receive raw
product and ship finished products by both truck and rail.

The quality laboratory will be responsible for testing to ensure
the highest maximum quality and quantity ethanol and distillers
grains.

We are actively screening and interviewing prospective
employees with the goal to have our entire team in place by
early November.

If you are interested, please forward your resume and cover
letter to Ginger Scalet at VeraSun Energy, 100 22nd Avenue,
Suite 103, Brookings, SD.  You may also fax it to
605-696-7250 or email her at ginger@verasun.com.

VeraSun’s Job Application is available in the Careers area of
our Web site at www.verasun.com.
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The South Dakota Corn Growers (SDCGA) and the South Dakota
Corn Utilization Council (SDCUC) have worked hard this summer to
keep Ethanol out in front of the West River consumers’.

On Friday, July 25th all ethanol-blended fuels at the Ranch Mart in
Rapid City were discounted $.30 cents a gallon.   Representatives from
the SDCGA and the SDCUC traveled to Rapid City, SD to help draw
in prospective customers and educate them on the benefits of ethanol-
blended fuels.

Ethanol: the Talk of the West
“With South Dakota’s
ethanol production in-
creasing dramatically,
we need to start target-
ing the Rapid City
market for expansion,”
said Mark Garber,
SDCGA Vice Presi-
dent.  “Seventy per-
cent of the gas sold in
the eastern half of
South Dakota contains ethanol.  In Rapid City region it’s only about
twenty percent.  With the growth of our industry in the state, we have

The following is an outline of fuel prices in Rapid City
on September 4, 2003, for your information.

As you can see, ethanol blends actually cost almost four cents
less per gallon wholesale.  The facts show that ethanol does not
cost more in Rapid City, it is just priced higher at the pump.

The SDCGA hopes that the Ethanol promotion will show
Rapid City motorists how important it is that we use a high
quality product that we produce right here in South Dakota.

South Dakota
Corn Farmers
pumping
Ethanol-
Blended fuel at
the Ranch Mart
in Rapid City
during Ethanol
promotion.

SDCUC and SDCGA Representatives along with Mike
Adams, host of Argi-Talk, helped pump Ethanol fuel during

Cars lining up to save on Ethanol-Blended fuel at the Ranch Mart
in Rapid City.

Gary Duffy, corn
producer from

Oldham is busy
washing windows

during Ethanol
promotion in

Rapid City

to work with
petroleum mar-
keters to im-
prove on that,”
he added.

This was a two-

“This was a great opportunity for
the SDCGA and the SDCUC to
get in front of consumers and let
them know the benefits to using a
product we produce right here in
South Dakota,” said Jim Thyen,
SDCGA board of directors mem-
ber.  “This year alone South Da-
kota will produce over 340 million
gallons of Ethanol.  By 2004
South Dakota will produce over
400 millions gallon of ethanol, with the majority of the volume com-
ing from farmer-owned ethanol plants,” he added.

fold promotion,
the SDCGA and

the SDCUC used this opportunity to not only touch
on the benefits of ethanol-blended fuel, but to ad-
dress the current pricing problem ethanol faces out
west. We tracked down wholesale fuel prices in
Rapid City on September 4, 2003, and what they
reveal is that ethanol-blended fuel actually costs less,
much like they do here in Eastern South Dakota.
The difference is that in the eastern half of the state,
the petroleum marketers pass that savings on to con-
sumers, while out west, the petroleum marketers

charge more for ethanol based on the fact that ethanol blends have
higher octane.



11

Delegates Paul Shubeck, Brain Woldt, Darrin Ihnen and Mark
Garber along with alternates Bill Chase and Ron Olson represented
the SDCGA at the National Corn Growers Association’s Corn
Congress in Washington D.C.  In attendance with the SDCGA
were representatives from 26 states who all gathered for the two-
day event.

The purpose of Corn Congress is twofold:
1. To ratify the election of the incoming president-elect and elect
new members of the  NCGA Corn Board; and
2. To discuss issues and make decisions affecting the corn growers,
the grain industry and agriculture overall.

Corn Congress Held July 14th and 15th
“Corn Congress is a meeting of the people in the ag industry who
have the power, influence and responsibility to set the future di-
rection of the industry,” said Darrin Ihnen, president of the
SDCGA.  “We take the big issues that face this industry head on
and try to put a plan in place to reach our goal, and what a better
way to do than in Washington, D.C. where we can get right in
front of the decision makers themselves,” he added.

The biggest issue for all corn producers is the future of the Energy
Bill.  The SDCGA has been working non-stop for the past five
years on the RFS.  The President, the Speaker, the Majority and
Minority leader of the Senate, all support the RFS.   “We need an
Energy Bill with an RFS, and we need more momentum to make
certain we actually get an Energy Bill this year,” said Ihnen.

In conjunction with Corn Congress the NCGA Action Teams
met on Saturday and Sunday, July 12 and 13.  The Action Teams
are:  Research & Business Development, Growers Services, Pro-
duction & Stewardship, Public Policy, Biotechnology Working
Group and Ethanol Committee.  These Action Teams discussed
the status of each team’s
projects as well as any
upcoming events rel-
evant to the team.  An-
other special event that
took place was Corn
Fest where all Senators
and Congressmen were
invited to come and so-
cialize with the all the
representatives of the
corn industry.

Bill Chase, SDCGA Board of Director and Darrin
Ihnen, SDCGA President.  Wait to speak to
Representative Bill Janklow during Corn Congress.

In Washington D.C. during Corn Congress: Paul Shubeck - SDCUC, Mark Garber - SDCUC
Vice President, Ron Olson - SDCUC, Darrin Ihnen - SDCGA President, Brian Woldt - SDCUC,
Bill Chase - SDCGA, and Lisa Richardson - Executive Director SDCGA and SDCUC.

On June 11, 2003
Farmers were the
guests of honor during
the Sioux Falls Canar-
ies Baseball Game.
With agriculture being
South Dakota’s num-
ber one industry, pro-
ducers from all over
South Dakota gath-
ered at the ball fields
to take in a baseball
game and celebrate
agriculture. Members of the SDCGA that attended the Canaries
Game were let in at a discounted price.

The night started out with the South Dakota Corn Ultilization
Council (SDCUC) president and corn producers from Yale, SD, Lud

Hats Off  To
           AGRICULTURE

Hohm singing the “Star Spangled Banner”.  Then to
kick off the game Darrin Ihnen, President of the
SDCGA, Brad Bonhorst, Vice President of the
SDCUC, and Lisa Richardson Executive Director of
the SDCGA and SDCUC threw out the first pitches
of the evening.

The entire night was dedi-
cated to saluting agriculture
and the development of the
ethanol industry in South
Dakota.  “This was a great
evening to spend with both
corn growers from across the
state and Sioux Falls com-
munity, as we all learned

how important agriculture and the ethanol industry is to South Da-
kota,” said Bill Whipple, SDCGA Board of Director Member.

Darrin Ihnen throws out the first pitch during Ag/Ethanol
Night at the Sioux Falls Canaries game.

The ethanol powered Vanguard Squadron flying
over at Ag/Ethanol night at the Sioux Falls
Canaries in honor of agriculture.
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MARKET DEVELOPMENT
✓ DDG Distribution Centers
✓ In-State Livestock Development
✓ Dairy Grants
✓ Ethanol Development
✓ Coop Development

PROMOTION AND EDUCATION
✓ Educational Workshops
✓ Ethanol Promotions
✓ Scholarships
✓ Youth Programs
✓ Consumer Education

RESEARCH
✓ Corn Breeding
✓ Aviation Grade Ethanol
✓ Distillers Grains
✓ Value-added Uses
✓ Production Management
✓ Gasification Technology

Producers Checkoff Dollars
                     Hard at Work!

The mission of the South Dakota Corn Utilization
Council is to increase the profitability of all South
Dakota Corn Producers through developing new

markets, and promoting new uses of corn.

3801 S. Western Ave., Suite 100 • Sioux Falls, SD 57105
605-334-0100 • Fax 605-334-0505

  


