
More than $121,000 in grant money will be used to offer risk
management seminars, business planning workshops and

technology training this winter through a grant recently awarded
to the South Dakota Corn Growers Association. 

Producers will benefit from training on asset management, crop
insurance coverage, market opportunities, contracts, estate plan-
ning and technology/computer training. This information will
provide producers with the information to make informed deci-
sion that will lead to increased profitability and minimizing expo-
sures to risk.

“All of the information provided through our education seminars
will enable the producers to be proactive instead of reactive,
enabling them to avoid or mitigate many of the risks associated
with agricultural production,” said David Gillen, president of the
South Dakota Corn Growers Association. “A secondary benefit will
allow producers to utilize computers and the Internet to improve
market access and the efficiency of their operations.”

The SDCGA has the ability to reach nearly 15,000 corn producers
in South Dakota. The SDCGA partnered with the Livestock
Foundation Board and Hamaker Insurance/Farmers Trading
Company of Mitchell to apply for the Commodity Partnerships
Program grant through the USDA Risk Management Agency. 

“The Bush Administration is committed to providing farmers and
ranchers additional risk management tools to more effectively

manage their businesses,” said U.S. Agriculture Secretary Ann
Veneman when she announced the recipients of grant monies.
“These projects create opportunities for underserved, small and
limited-resource producers to become better risk managers.” 

The SDCGA has the following goals for producers to come away
with after attending one of the seminars funded by the grant: 

Agricultural producers will:
• Better understand the benefits of adequate crop insurance cov-

erage.
• Understand the benefits of forward pricing to mitigate against

price uncertainty.
• Realize the importance of estate planning.
• Improve their ability to read and understand contracts.
• Receive computer and technology training.
• Conduct a financial Performance Analysis
• Receive education on business planning and analysis, business

design and organizational development.

Several of the seminars funded by the grant are already planned
for December and January. See the sidebar stories for more infor-
mation.
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Grant Monies to Fund Seminars
South Dakota Corn Growers Association

Plan to attend!

RISK MANAGEMENT SEMINARS
DECEMBER 14, 2004 DECEMBER 15, 2004
Holiday Inn Rushmore Plaza Kelly Inn
Rapid City, S.D. Yankton, S.D.

DECEMBER 16, 2004 DECEMBER 17, 2004
Holiday Inn Ramada Inn & Convention Center
Mitchell, S.D. Aberdeen, S.D.

SPEAKER LINEUP:
Allen Lash – “Chart Your Path: “A Key to Financial Success”
Bill Horan – “Benefits of Growing Specialty Crops”
Chris Hesse – “Succession and Estate Planning: Lowering the Risk of Transitioning
the Farm and Ranch”
Nancy Rumbolz – “Insurance Overview”
Vince Boddicker – “Risk Management, the years in review”
Rumbolz/Boddicker – “A comparison of options and Livestock Risk Protection
Insurance”

RAPID CITY SPEAKER CHANGE: 
Bill Horan will not speak in Rapid City but instead John Hinners with the U.S. Meat
Export Federation will present “South Dakota’s Bread and Butter – Meat Exports.”

Please register to these free seminars by Dec. 10 by calling the S.D. Corn Growers
Association office at (605) 334-0100.

The Risk Management Seminars are offered by the South Dakota Corn Growers
Association and the Risk Management Agency.

EXTRAORDINARY OPPORTUNITY!
AS 301 “Leading Your Farm Business”

Jan. 18-19, 2005 • Sioux Falls Convention Center
In the business planning workshop, you develop a preliminary three to five year
business plan that will help you achieve your goals. This plan will improve internal
business and family communications and will help open the door to new opportuni-
ties with investors, landowners and farm managers. The workshop also helps you
think in unconventional ways, realize your goals by envisioning the future and build
the support needed to achieve them. 50 person maximum for this class; 40 paid
scholarships available.

AS 103 – “Taking Action to Improve Performance”
Feb. 8-9, 2005 • Sioux Falls Convention Center

You will build action plans to accomplish objectives you identify as critical to your
business performance. Case studies are used only as a means of teaching the con-
cepts and for initial instruction on worksheet completion. You use your operation’s
real financial information to produce your own road map designed to improve your
future. Certified AgriSolutions instructors assist you with completion of the course
work every step of the way. 40 person maximum for this class; 30 paid scholarships
available.

Register for these events at 605-334-0100 by January 10.
Cost for each workshop is $150.



Visit the SDCGA at:

www.sdcorn.org
• Markets

• Weather

• News & Information

• Event listings

• Show plot results

• Resolutions
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

T he election is over. I for one am glad of
that. The number of people from South

Dakota who went to the polls was impres-
sive. We should be very proud of the impor-
tance South Dakota places on the electoral
process. I think our newly elected officials
will represent us well. I believe they will
make decisions based on what is best for
South Dakota and the nation.

I will not judge their success on how much
money they bring back to South Dakota.
There will be times when they
will have to choose between
what is best for them political-
ly and doing what is right.
Doing what is right will earn
my vote in the next election.

One controversial topic that is going to be on
our plate this coming year is farm bill pay-
ment limits. We will be forced to address
this issue. I think most of us at SDCGA would
like to sit on the side lines with this issue
rather than upset our membership. Chances
are good that farm bill cuts will be coming
with budget reconciliation. 

Should the larger farms absorb most of the
cuts? What is a large farm? What is fair? If a
producer has a big enough operation to pro-

vide for his family and wants to grow his
business, should tax dollars help with that
growth? If a producer has invested hundreds
of thousands of dollars to expand in recent
years, more payment limits will put that
investment at a high risk. Is that fair? Will it
be easier for beginning farmers if established
farms have limited support? Will more pay-
ment limits create a comfort zone for small
farmers and not encourage producers to
reach their full potential?  If you are willing
to hire a lawyer, can you work around any

limit that is placed on your
operation? Are payment lim-
its ok if it is just for farms big-
ger than yours? 

Payment limits are a hot pota-
to for us. What we need is more input from
our membership. (You). We are having reso-
lution meetings throughout the state the end
of November and one in December and our
Annual Meeting is in January. Show up and
be heard.

Thanks,
David Gillen

Farm Bill
Payments

David Gillen, SDCGA President

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT
David Gillen

White Lake-District 11

VICE PRESIDENT
Reid Jensen

Burbank-District 1

SECRETARY
Chad Johnson

Platte-District 10

TREASURER
Bill Chase

Wolsey-District 8

CHAIRMAN
Darrin Ihnen

Hurley-District 2

Mark Klumb
Mt. Vernon-Member at Large

Jim Thyen
Waverly-Member at Large

Lauren Andersen
Dell Rapids-District 3

Jason Kontz
Brookings-District 4

Gary Duffy
Oldham-District 5

David Leiseth
Hayti-District 6

Bill Whipple
Wilmot-District 7

Chad Blindauer
Mitchell-District 9

R. Mark Garber
Pierre-District 12

Scott Sperry
Bath-District 12

James Krier
Herrick-District 14

INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVES:
Larry Wagner
Bjorn Nelson
Kent Mulder
Tom Branhan

OFFICE STAFF:
Lisa Richardson, Executive Director

Teddi Mueller, Legislative &
Industry Affairs Director

Krystil Smit, Communications Director
Katrina Luke, Office Manager



3

MEMBERSHIP
MATTERS

With the balance of crops out of the fields, most
of us are finding a few opportunities to think
about something other than harvest and I would
like to direct your attention to the importance
and benefits of membership in the South Dakota
Corn Growers Association.

Never before has producer representation been
more important. The recent election results
drives that point home. With many new faces in
the state and national Legislature, there is a great
opportunity and responsibility to build relation-
ships to make sure issues important to South
Dakota corn producers are on their agenda.

Currently we have over 1,300 members of the
South Dakota Corn Growers Association and it’s
that membership base that makes this organiza-
tion so strong and effective in addressing legisla-
tive issues. But the potential for more members is
great and essential to build more momentum for
directing policy that will make all corn producers
more profitable.

A membership telemarketing campaign is current-
ly underway and will continue into December
and we are looking forward to welcoming many
new members into this strong organization. But
membership recruitment cannot stop there. As a
member of the SDCGA, you are our best selling
point, not only because you know the benefits of
membership but also because your involvement
speaks volumes when it comes to credibility and
effectiveness. 

One of the many benefits of membership in the
SDCGA is the Annual Meeting which is coming
up on Jan. 8, 2005 at the Sioux Falls Convention
Center. That event will showcase an impressive
line-up of speakers on various topics important to
your farm business. The day’s seminars culminate
in an elegant banquet featuring a wine social and
silent auction. But that’s not all … the national
Native American recording artist, Brulé, will
entertain the crowd with their unique program.
The seminars, banquet and entertainment are all
rolled up in a package that will cost members just
$20 per person to attend. Non-members are
charged $40. Where else can you access such
valuable information, elegant dining and sought-
after entertainment for just $20? We look forward
to seeing you there.

Membership in the SDCGA is not only important
for a voice in Legislative affairs but it’s also a valu-
able participation offering exclusive benefits for
its members. A three year membership is $150
but offers payback incentives of $90 in see certifi-
cates and $15 in ethanol certificates, bringing the
actual cost of membership down to just $45. 

We ask you to take the Membership Application
on this page to a friend and sign them up today.
There is strength in numbers and together we can
make a difference for corn producers in South
Dakota.

Mark Garber, chairman
SDCGA Membership committee

South Dakota Growers Association
Membership Application

PLEASE HELP US DOUBLE OUR LOBBYING POWER TODAY!
“You're just one corn producer. And so am I. but when we band together we can change things. We’ve proven

it over and over. So Take a step for the future of your family. Join today!” -David Gillen, White Lake

■■■■     $500 (Lifetime membership)
I’ve enclosed: ■■■■     $150 (3-year membership) *includes choice of 3 Seed certificates and $15 in Ethanol Certificates

■■■■     $75 (1-year) ■■■■     $75 (1-year state only membership)

Please fill in all fields.

First Name ________________________________ Last Name _______________________________________

Title ________________________________ Farm/Company Name ___________________________________

Membership is to be: (check one)    ■■■■     Name     ■■■■     Farm/Company Name

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________ State ___________ Zip _____________________

County ____________________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone ____________________________ Business Phone ______________________________________

I am a Farmer    ■■■■     Yes     ■■■■     No  Total Farm Acres ____________________ Corn Acres ___________________

Spouse’s Name ______________________________ Email: __________________________________________

Recruiter Name __________________________________ Phone: _____________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________

Mail Dues To:  South Dakota Corn Growers Association
3801 S. Western Ave., Suite 100, Sioux Falls, SD 57105
605-334-0100 • www.sdcorn.org

SDCGA Seed Certificate Program
When you sign up to join the SDCGA for 3 years, you have the option to receive hybrid seed corn discounts
from these supporting seed companies, each worth $30 off a purchase of $100 or more.

Your membership is important. Please take the time to join the SDCGA today. We’re working hard to add 
value to the product you grow, and we need your support.

3 year Membership. Please select 3 seed certificates.

PLUS! 3 year Receives $15 in Ethanol Enriched Fuel.
TEAR HERE

This is your receipt for membership in the South Dakota Corn Growers Association. Contributions or gifts to the
South Dakota Corn Growers Association are not deductible as charitable contributions for federal income tax pur-
poses. However, dues payments are deductible by members as an ordinary and necessary business expense.

Received From:

______________________________________________________
(Members Name)

Dues paid in the amount of $ _____________________________

Represented by: _________________________________________

Date __________________________________________________

South Dakota 
Corn Growers Association 

3801 S. Western Ave., Suite 100 
Sioux Falls, SD 57105

605-334-0100

(    )  Black Diamond Seeds
(    )  Crows
(    )  Den Besten Seeds
(    )  Fontanelle Hybrids
(    )  Garst
(    )  Great Lakes Hybrids 
(    )  Hoegemeyer
(    )  Integra Seed 

(    )  Kaltenberg Seeds
(    )  Kaystar Hybrids
(    )  Legend Seeds
(    )  Mustang Seeds
(    )  Mycogen Seeds
(    )  Nortec
(    )  Pioneer Seeds
(    )  Production Partners

(    )  Proseed
(    )  REA hybrids
(    )  Renze Hybrids
(    )  Seeds 2000
(    )  Stine Seed
(    )  Sucrosco Seeds



T he South Dakota Corn Growers Association (SDCGA) 2004 Showplot
Program has yielded excellent results again this year. Seventeen pro-

ducers planted plots, 5 of which were conventional corn and 12 were
specialty corn showplots. Specialty plots included Roundup Ready, BT,
Yieldguard and Liberty Link corn. Cooperators compared various corn
hybrids side by side under growing conditions unique to their areas of the
state. Yields ranged from an average of 100 bushels an acre up to the
reported high of 239 bushels an acre.

As usual, weather conditions played a big role in corn yields. Most regions
experienced cool temperatures throughout the season which ultimately
lead to corn moisture staying high into the harvesting season. Dry condi-
tions persisted in some areas of the state and in other areas, late season
rains have kept producers out of the fields this fall. But overall, coopera-
tors expressed satisfaction with their results. We thank the cooperators
and the corn industry for their participation in this valuable program.

The showplot results book will be arriving in your mailbox soon. If you
have any questions or do not receive a book, please contact the SDCGA
office and we will get one to you. Also, we are always looking to expand
our showplot program. If you are interested in becoming a showplot
cooperator, please contact Katrina at the SDCGA office at (605) 334-
0100.

Showplot results have been posted on the SDCORN website as producers
harvested and reported their results. Go to www.sdcorn.org
<http://www.sdcorn.org/> to view the results today!
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the results are in!
Reid Jensen
Burbank, S.D.

Darrin Ihnen
Hurley, S.D.

Ric Morren
Beresford, S.D.

Jake Volkers
Brookings, S.D.

John Kittelson
Henry, S.D.

Joe and Keith Ebbers
Castlewood, S.D.

David Leiseth
Hayti, S.D.

Jim Thyen
Watertown, S.D.

Kurt DuBois
Wolsey, S.D.

Don Pugh
Miller, S.D.

Mike Hunter and Kirk
Olson
Huron, S.D.

David Reinesch
White Lake, S.D.

Mike Gilbertz
White Lake, S.D.

Mike Konechne
White Lake, S.D.

David Gillen
White Lake, S.D.

Mark Garber
Pierre, S.D.

Justin Bieber
Bowdle, S.D.

The 2004 Showplot cooperators included:
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Corn Comments, a new weekly radio pro-
gram featuring Jim Woster, started hitting
airwaves in early November. This 2-minute
Wednesday morning show is slated as a 52-
week effort to talk about corn, issues, pro-
duction and the farming way of life, while
having a little fun in the process.

“Corn Comments is a way for the state
organization to chat up the industry with
fellow corn growers and the listening public
as we promote our com-
modity, educate about
the many uses and ben-
efits of corn, and tell the
story about the role of
the South Dakota Corn
Utilization Council and
the South Dakota Corn
Growers Association,”
said Jake Volkers, chair-
man of the Promotion and Education
Committee for the SDCUC. “We are excited
to bring this year-long program to radio and
will be offering valuable information about
programs, seminars, promotional activities
and education on the issues facing South
Dakota corn producers.”

Corn Comments is sponsored by the SDCUC
and will air every Wednesday on the follow-
ing radio stations: KGFX AM in Pierre, KPLO
FM of Pierre, KWAT in Watertown, WNAX
in Yankton, KMIT in Mitchell, KOKK of
Huron and KXRB in Sioux Falls.

Woster lends his voice and personality to
make the show conversational and fun. The
program has already offered details about
upcoming Risk Management Seminars and
will soon offer information about the
SDCGA Annual Meeting and Business
Management Workshops in January. 

“Programs like Corn Comments are a great
way to invite familiarity, talk about the rural
life we all love, bring attention to events
and issues and have a few laughs,” said
Woster. “I am looking forward to greeting
listeners every Wednesday – let’s get a con-
versation going!”

Corn
Comments
RADIO
PROGRAM

PHEASANT
HUNT
The second annual South Dakota Corn
Growers Association Pheasant Hunt was
recently held near White Lake, S.D. The event fea-
tured great pheasant-hunting weather with clear
skies and temperatures in the 40s and 50s. 

The SDCGA Pheasant Hunt is a time of enjoying South
Dakota’s superior pheasant hunting and sportsmanship in
addition to networking with corporate partners of the SDCGA. The
Pheasant Hunt invites industry leaders to the Hunt to thank them for their sup-
port and as another way to give back to the industry who helps make SDCGA
successful all year long. 

Jim Woster
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HOW WILL THE ELECTION AFFECT YOU?
One needs only to look at the now infamous “red-and-blue state map” to understand
how important the rural vote was in this election. President Bush carried all of the
Great Plains states and most of the states that comprise the Corn Belt, and republi-
cans took control of both the House and Senate. But what will the elections mean for
farmers in South Dakota and across the nation?

NCGA Vice President of Public Policy Jon Doggett said ag policy isn’t likely to change
much during the president’s second term. “There will likely be continued support for
a safety net as encompassed in the current farm bill, and there will be an emphasis
on reducing tax and regulatory burdens,” he said. “The trade agenda will push for
more trade opportunities for U.S. ag producers.”

Strong support for an energy bill with the Renewable Fuels Standard will remain,
Doggett said, adding that the energy bill is likely to pass in 2005. “An energy bill will
pass,” he said. “And the RFS will be part of that bill. The two go hand-in-hand. The
first will not pass without the second and the second will not pass without being
included in the first.”

As for changes in the makeup of congressional agriculture committees, Doggett said
Rep. Colin Peterson (D-Minn.) will be the ranking democrat, replacing Rep. Charlie
Stenholm (D-Texas) who was defeated in his bid for re-election. Peterson comes from
a corn, soybean and sugar beet district as opposed to Stenholm who came from a
strong cotton, livestock and corn district. Doggett said Peterson’s trade policies will
be more protectionist than Stenholm’s and probably not as aligned with House Ag
Committee Chairman Bob Goodalette’s (R-Va.) free trade agenda.

In the Senate, Sen. Saxby Chambliss (R-Ga.) is expected to take over as chair of the
ag committee, while Sen. Tom Harkin (D-Iowa) will be the ranking democrat.

Doggett said in both the House and Senate, fiscal conservatives gained power, which
could result in agriculture spending once again coming under fire.

Sen. Tom Daschle’s defeat will create opportunities for several democrats to step for-
ward as leaders for agriculture in the Senate, Doggett said. Sens. Dayton (D-Minn.)
and Nelson (D-Neb.) will both be running for re-election in 2006. “Look for them to
emerge as ag spokesmen for the democrats in the next two years,” Doggett said,
adding that Harkin is also likely to raise his visibility.

As for the lame duck session, Doggett said the Water Resources Development Act –
including provisions to build seven new locks on the Mississippi and Illinois rivers – still
has a shot at passage.

Sen. John Thune Rep. Stephanie Herseth

election District Chamber Legislator
01 House Clayton Halverson, D-Veblen 

David Sigdestad, D-Pierpont
Senate Gary D. Hanson, D-Sisseton

02 House Paul H. Dennert, D-Columbia 
Burt Elliott, D-Aberdeen 

Senate Jim Hundstad, D-Bath 
03 House Larry E. Frost, R-Aberdeen

Al Novstrup, R-Aberdeen 
Senate Duane Ormun Sutton, 

R-Aberdeen
04 House Steve Street, D-Revillo 

Val Rausch, R-Big Stone City
Senate Jim Peterson, D-Revillo  

05 House Bob Faehn, R-Watertown 
Al Koistinen, R-Watertown 

Senate Lee Schoenbeck, 
R-Watertown 

06 House Art Fryslie, R-Willow Lake 
Paul Nelson, R-Hetland 

Senate Brock L. Greenfield, R-Clark
07 House Sean O'Brien, R-Brookings 

Larry J. Tidemann,
R-Brookings

Senate Orville B. Smidt, R-Brookings
08 House Dave Gassman, D-Canova 

Gerald F. Lange, D-Madison
Senate Dan Sutton, D-Flandreau 

09 House Elaine A. Roberts, 
D-Sioux Falls

Deb Peters, R-Hartford 
Senate Thomas A. Dempster,

R-Sioux Falls
10 House Roger Hunt, R-Brandon 

Shantel Krebs, R-Sioux Falls 
Senate Gene G. Abdallah, 

R-Sioux Falls
11 House Keri K. Weems, R-Sioux Falls

Mark K. Willadsen,
R-Sioux Falls

Senate Jason M. Gant, R-Sioux Falls 
12 House Casey Murschel, R-Sioux Falls 

Hal Wick, R-Sioux Falls 
Senate William F. Earley, R-Sioux Falls

13 House Bill Thompson, D-Sioux Falls 
Phyllis M. Heineman,

R-Sioux Falls
Senate Dick Kelly, R-Sioux Falls 

14 House Joni Cutler, R-Sioux Falls 
Shawn R. Tornow,

R-Sioux Falls 
Senate David L. Knudson,

R-Sioux Falls 
15 House Mary Glenski, D-Sioux Falls 

Kathy Miles, D-Sioux Falls 
Senate Gil Koetzle, D-Sioux Falls 

16 House Margaret V. Gillespie,
D-Hudson

Joel Dykstra, R-Canton
Senate Mike Broderick, R-Canton 

17 House Jamie M. Boomgarden,
R-Chancellor

Donna J. Schafer, R-Vermillion
Senate Ben (BJ) Nesselhuf,

D-Vermillion 

District Chamber Legislator
18 House Jean Hunhoff, R-Yankton 

Matthew Michels, R-Yankton 
Senate Garry A. Moore, D-Yankton

19 House J.E. “Jim” Putnam, R-Armour 
Bill L. Van Gerpen, R-Tyndall

Senate Frank J. Kloucek, D-Scotland
20 House Lou Sebert, R-Mitchell

Mike Vehle, R-Mitchell 
Senate Ed Olson, R-Mitchell

21 House Thomas J. Glover, D-Burke
Thomas J. Deadrick, R-Platte

Senate Julie Bartling, D-Burke 
22 House Pat Haley, D-Huron 

Dale Hargens, D-Miller 
Senate Tom Hansen, R-Huron 

23 House Justin J. Davis, R-Ipswich
Tom Hackl, R-Hoven

Senate Jay L. Duenwald, R-Hoven
24 House Ryan P. Olson, R-Onida

Tim G. Rounds, R-Pierre
Senate Bob Gray, R-Ft. Pierre 

25 House Mike Kroger, D-Dell Rapids 
Tim Rave, R-Baltic

Senate Clarence Kooistra,
R-Garretson

26 House Cooper Garnos, R-Presho
Barry Jensen, R-White River 

Senate John Koskan, R-Wood 
27 House Jim Bradford, D-Pine Ridge 

Paul Valandra, D-Mission
Senate Theresa "Huck" Two Bulls,

D-Pine Ridge
28 Senate Eric H. Bogue, R-Dupree
28A House Thomas James Van Norman,

D-Eagle Butte 
28B House Ted A. Klaudt, R-Walker 
29 House Thomas J. Brunner, R-Nisland 

Larry Rhoden, R-Union Center
Senate Kenneth  McNenny, R-Sturgis

30 House Gordon Howie, R-Rapid City
Gordon R. Pederson, R-Wall 

Senate Jim Lintz, R-Hermosa 
31 House Tom Hills, R-Spearfish

Charles M. Turbiville,
R-Deadwood

Senate Jerry Apa, R-Lead
32 House Alan Hanks, R-Rapid City 

Thomas Hennies, R-Rapid City 
Senate Stanford M. Adelstein,

R-Rapid City
33 House Mike Buckingham,

R-Rapid City 
Donald Van Etten,

R-Rapid City
Senate J.P. Duniphan, R-Rapid City 

34 House Elizabeth Kraus, R-Rapid City
Ed McLaughlin, R-Rapid City

Senate Royal "Mac" McCracken,
R-Rapid City

35 House Jeffrey Haverly, R-Rapid City
Alice McCoy, R-Rapid City

Senate William "Bill" Napoli,
R-Rapid City

Your Washington Representatives

YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS

The newly-elected,
Republican Sen. John
Thune will be joining
Democratic Sen. Tim
Johnson as South
Dakota’s two members
of the Senate.

Rep. Stephanie Herseth,
D-S.D., was reelected to
represent South dakota
as its lone congressper-

son in the House of
Representatives.
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THE Olinger
R E P O R T
by Ron Olinger

S ince we are nearing the end of the year some ref lection is necessary. These
ref lections are as to state and national elections and some great strides in agri-

culture.

South Dakota has a new Senator, John Thune and a relatively new Representative,
Stephanie Herseth to represent us. We look forward to our entire congressional del-
egation supporting not only the Ethanol Industry but also the Corn Growers and
agriculture in general.

My congratulations goes out to our Governor and Legislature who, during the past
two years, did an excellent job dealing with the State’s financial problems and deal-
ing with the State’s needs without raising taxes. I just returned from a national meet-
ing for another client where all of the lobbyists from all 50 States that represent the
client are in attendance. They marvel at South Dakota’s ability to be the first state
to reach Tax Day every year, which means that we have the lowest tax burden of
any State in the Union. They can’t understand why a State that doesn’t have a lot of
wealth or several natural resources can take care of their needs so quickly. The
answer is obvious in that we have a citizen legislature who understands how diffi-
cult it is to earn enough money in agriculture and small business to meet all the
needs.

We look forward to working with the new legislature, which will show approxi-
mately 22 new members who have not served in either house at some time before
this. Even with term limits this doesn’t seem to be an excessive number and we
hope that they can carry on in the same manner as the members that they replaced. 

A congratulations also to the Governor and the citizens in South Dakota in rejecting
a total repeal of the sales tax on food. At best, this simply would have been a shift
of one tax to another tax, or a loss of the reduction in real property taxes. I congrat-
ulate both the Governor and the Legislature for passing legislation that allows not
only those people on food stamps but also those at 150 percent poverty level to
obtain a refund of the sales tax on food. We have taken care of those in need.

As we move forward I feel optimistic about the efforts of Governor Rounds and
Secretary of Agriculture, Larry Gabriel, to focus a substantial portion of our eco-
nomic development efforts in agriculture. It is clear that Governor Rounds under-
stands that agriculture is an important industry and that we need to take a positive
approach. I am not sure that Ridgefield Farms would have been able to establish a
niche cattle packing plant in Huron without the aggressive work of the Governor,
his staff and a first class economic development group from Huron. Not only will
the packing plant be a reality but also the turkey processing plant in Huron will pro-
vide jobs and opportunity for South Dakotans.

My final congratulation is to the ethanol industry in South Dakota in general. Their
ability is recognized nationwide as a leader in alternative fuel sources and we look
forward to more and more alternatives in the face of high fertilizer and diesel fuel,
as well as other inputs. 

In closing, I think that we can meet these oncoming problems with a conscientious
Legislature and Governor who maintained a fair tax system that allows economic
development. This can only be good for our corn growers as well as every other seg-
ment of the economy.

Corn Stats
’04

SDCGA Lobbyist–Pierre
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Exhibitors & Producers:
Mark Your Calendars

South Dakota Pork Producers Council Annual Meeting & Trade Show
January 6 & 7, 2005

Over 100 Exhibitors
Displaying the latest technology, equipment, vet supplies, construction,

feeds, etc. If you’re involved in the pork industry don’t miss it.

For more information on booth rental or hotel rooms please 
call SDPPC @ 1-800-830-PORK

✓65 ✓7
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ANNUAL MEETING
The South Dakota Corn Growers Association will host their Annual Meeting

with the South Dakota Soybean Association on Jan. 8, 2005 at the Sioux
Falls Convention Center.

A high-powered lineup of speakers and entertainment will be on tap for the
day-long event which is expected to draw up to 600 producers, industry lead-
ers and others. In addition to educational opportunities, both the SDCGA and
SDSA will conduct resolutions meetings designed to set the direction of the
organizations for the upcoming year. 

“Never before has producer representation been more important and SDCGA
being a farmer-run organization, takes that responsibility very seriously as we
evaluate the SDCGA’s stand on the issues and determine what actions we will
take,” said David Gillen, president of the SDCGA. “I encourage all corn produc-
ers in South Dakota to attend the SDCGA/SDSA Annual Meeting to take in the
useful information the seminars will provide, participate in drafting resolutions
and then join us for an elegant dinner and entertainment. As members of the
SDCGA, you can’t afford to miss this event!”

The seminar line up kicks off the day’s events with a presentation by Julianne
Johnston, senior markets editor for Pro Farmer. Her workshop, “The ABCs of
Marketing” will provide insight on how to make the most of a marketing plan
in the current pricing environment.

An “Ag Policy” highlight will be offered by Anne Simmons, professional staff
member on the House Agriculture Committee’s Democratic staff. 

The “Soybean Rust” discussion by Martin Draper, associate professor and
Extension plant pathologist for South Dakota State University is a timely pres-
entation in light of the recent discovery of the first soybean rust incident in the

United States. Draper is known nationally for his service on the Technical
Science Working Group on Soybean Rust and is considered a qualified expert
in the area of using fungicides to control Australian Rust.

Ron Hanson shares a humorous but motivating message with farm audiences
in his workshop entitled “Your Family Farm: Planning Transfer and Ownership.”
Hanson, professor of agribusiness in the Department of Ag Economics at the
University of Nebraska, talks about the “true to life” family relationships and sit-
uations that often arise between family members when farming together in a
family farming operations. Through the laughter, audiences gain an enhanced
appreciation for the importance of “family” in their farm business operations.

Resolution meetings for the SDCGA and SDSA will wrap up the day’s events at
3:30 p.m. Then at 5:30 p.m., a wine social and silent auction will be the classy
prelude to the evening’s banquet, emceed by Jim Woster. Following the meal,
nationally lauded American Indian performers, Brule, will entertain the audi-
ence with their one-of-a-kind musical performance.

Cost for the entire day is $20 for members and $40 for non-members. Register
for the event by calling (605) 334-0100.

Julianne
Johnston

Anne
Simmons

Martin
Draper

Ron
Hanson
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Ethanol Performs

Aberdeen Huron

BAKED CORN
This corn bread-style baked corn is a tasty side dish to any
meal, especially at Thanksgiving time. 
Submitted by Stacey Andernacht

1 can whole kernel corn, undrained
1 can cream style corn
2 eggs, beaten
1 cup sour cream
1 pkg. Jiffy corn muffin mix

Mix eggs and sour cream until blended; add both cans of
corn, mix. Add muffin mix, blend in well. Pour into greased
casserole dish. Dot top with butter. Bake at 350 degrees
for 1 hour or until firm.

SOUTHWESTERN CORN STUFFING
Put a Southwestern spin on the traditional Thanksgiving
dressing with this unique and easy stuffing recipe.
Submitted by Jenny Nielson

6 cups crumbled corn bread
1 (17 oz) can cream-style corn
2 (4 oz) cans chopped green chili peppers
1 (4.5 oz) can chopped ripe olives (optional)
3/4 cup shredded Cojack or Monterey Jack cheese
1/2 cup finely chopped onion
1/2 cup chopped red or green sweet pepper
1 tbsp. snipped fresh cilantro or parsley
1 egg, beaten

Place corn bread in a 15 X 10 X 1 inch baking pan. Bake in
a 350 degree oven for 30 minutes or until toasted, stirring
every 10 minutes. Remove corn bread from oven and cool.

In a large bowl combine corn, drained chili peppers, olives,
cheese, onion, sweet pepper, cilantro or parsley, and egg.
Mix well. Add cornbread; toss gently to mix. Use to stuff
an 8 to 10 pound turkey. Or, bake, covered, in a ungreased
2-quart casserole in a 325 degree oven for 50 to 60 min-
utes or until heated through.

“CORNY”
COOKING
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in the
Industry

➛ Veneman Out
Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman has submitted
her resignation to the White House, citing future
career opportunities and the natural break between
presidential terms. Jim Wiesemeyer, with agweb.com,
expects President Bush to name her successor shortly.
The White House told Wiesemeyer the next person to
lead USDA should be someone who "has a strong pro-
ducer background, with strong producer credentials,
and someone who has the ability to communicate
with farmers and others.”

➛ Rust Identified in U.S.
Asian soybean rust has been confirmed in the United
States. "This detection was found from two plots asso-
ciated with the Louisiana State research farm near
Baton Rouge," said APHIS Deputy Administrator Ric
Dunkle, "We believe that the occurrence of this
pathogen is related to the active hurricane season."
This rust discovery is suspected to be a wind-borne
event originating in South America. USDA Chief
Economist Keith Collins says this incident should have
no impact on exports. "Our major market is China;
Brazil has soybean rust and they export to China, so
we do not expect an affect on our exports."

➛ Work is Already Underway
North Dakota Pesticide Registration Coordinator Jim
Gray says preparation for soybean rust is underway. A
variety of section 18 requests have been made to EPA.
Minnesota and South Dakota were the first two states
to be granted section 18 clearance for rust fungicides. 

➛ Grain is Moving
During the 2003 harvest, farmers suffered through rail

delays. North Dakota Grain Dealers Association
Executive Vice-President Steve Strege says the stag-
gered harvest this year has resulted in fewer delays.
"Last year at this time, we were running 30 days
behind," said Strege, "This year, we haven't heard too
much complaining - no news is good news." Strege
would still like to see more flexibility from the rail-
roads.

➛Burlington Northern moves
10,000 carloads of ethanol
through Ethanol Express unit
train

Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway has moved
10,000 carloads of Midwestern ethanol to California
through its Ethanol Express unit train service.
Beginning operations in October 2003, the Ethanol
Express is a 95-car unit train that moves ethanol from
a single origin to a single destination.  More than 100
unit trains have run since last October. The ethanol is
transported from the Midwest to the Lomita Rail
Terminal in Watson, California, 18 miles south of Los
Angeles.

➛ Disaster Calculation Update
Kansas State University Ag Economist Art Barnaby has
a tool to help farmers calculate their disaster pay-
ments. Growers can plug in their information at
www.agmanager.info/crops to determine if they
exceed the 95 percent dollar per acre disaster limit.

➛ More Corn in ’05
In western Minnesota and eastern South Dakota, the
harvest is wrapping up. Croplan Genetics Western

EXPORT UPDATE
• With world oil prices rising, the Government of
India circulated an order to use five percent
ethanol in gasoline by the end of FY2004 (March
2005). Currently, only nine Indian states are authorized
to use ethanol blended gasoline. At present, ethanol in
India is being manufactured from cane molasses, but
companies are seeking information on manufacturing
ethanol from grains such as corn and sorghum since the
supply and quality of molasses is questionable. The
Council’s Indian consultant has provided several interest-
ed parties with information on the U.S. ethanol industry
and information on use of corn and sorghum for ethanol
production.

•There was little progress made on agriculture
during negotiations in November between the
United States and the Andean countries of
Colombia, Ecuador and Peru. This will make it diffi-
cult to conclude the Andean free trade agreement negoti-
ations by January, as originally scheduled. While the
United States has yet to make offers on its sensitive prod-
ucts (sugar, dairy and beef), Andean negotiators have yet

to table offers on a range of products they deem to be
sensitive, including corn, poultry, cotton and rice.
“Treatment of the most sensitive products is typically left
until the very end of the negotiations, so it is not surpris-
ing that progress was not made in those areas,” said
Kevin Natz, the Council’s special assistant – trade policy.
“However, indications are that not much progress was
made in the other less sensitive product categories as
well. This will make it difficult to conclude the negotia-
tions on schedule with only two negotiating sessions
left.” The U.S. Grains Council, United Soybean Board and
American Soybean Association commissioned a study
recently completed by the Inter-American Institute on
Agriculture (IICA) that looked at the impact of eliminat-
ing the price band system and other barriers for imports
of corn and soybeans into Colombia. The study outlines
the benefits to the Colombian agricultural sector and the
Colombian economy overall of the liberalization of trade
in feed grains and soybeans. The IICA and the Council’s
country representative in Bogota, Jaime Cuellar, are cur-
rently presenting the study’s findings to Colombian
industry groups.

What's
Up
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Cornbelt Region Director of Sales Kevin Eye says the
corn yields are impressive. Because of that, Eye expects
corn acreage to expand. "In some areas, we're hearing
more corn acres being talked about - more corn on
corn," said Eye.

➛ Beef Back
The United States lost 64 percent of its beef export
business after December 2003’s BSE case. USDA
Undersecretary J.B. Penn says 25 percent of that has
been recaptured, but the number one market, Japan,
remains a question. "The Japanese are in the midst of
revising their domestic regulations and procedures
concerning BSE," said Penn, "We are also working with
Japanese experts to complete a study to determine an
animal's age using our carcass grading system and that
study will take 45 days to complete."

➛ Slower Than Expected
Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman admits USDA's
progress on resuming live cattle trade with Canada has
been slower than expected. "When we proposed this
rule, it was before we had discovered the single case
of BSE in this country and that changed how we had
to look at the risk assessment," said Veneman, "We
also had some legal challenges that came into play
which required us to say from a legal stand that our
risk assessment held up to legal scrutiny." 

➛ Interested in CSP? 
Monitor Fertilizer Usage

Beginning in 2005, more watersheds are eligible for
the Conservation Security Program. If interested in
CSP, growers will need to document fertilizer usage.
CSP emphasizes the need for good recordkeeping.

➛ Fertilizer Costs Up 30%
From Last Year

As an example, ammonia fertilizer was priced at $250
dollars per ton one year ago. Today, it is priced at $315
dollars a ton in New Orleans. Urea has gone from
$180 dollars to $245 dollars per ton in the past year.
High natural gas prices are one reason for this jump.
"Another key component of this which is kind of new
to our industry is the United States has some of the
lowest priced markets in the world," said Bruce
Vernon, Agriliance Crop Nutrients Marketing Director,
"A lot of the product that was coming to the United
States is going to higher priced markets in Brazil, China
and Latin America." Potash prices are also high. Most
of the potash used in the U.S. comes from Canada.
"Canadian producers had an increase on 1.2 million
tons that left North America and went to other mar-
kets for ground being cleared in Brazil and China
pulling product that had been going to the United
States."

➛ Checkoff Increase
The North Dakota Wheat Commission will seek a half-
cent increase in the wheat checkoff in the 2005 legisla-
tive session. If approved, the extra money would be
used to retire debt accumulated in legal challenges
against unfair Canadian wheat trade, but would even-
tually make additional dollars available for other priori-
ty programs.

NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE NEWS

Amid the fervor and excitement of election season, the National Corn
Growers Association continued to make significant progress on its key leg-

islative issues. While neither the energy bill containing the Renewable Fuels
Standard nor a Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) authorizing new
locks on the Mississippi River have been passed as of this writing, passage of the
corporate tax bill and remarkable strides with WRDA gave corn growers reason
to be optimistic.

ETHANOL: On Oct. 22, President George W. Bush signed into law the American
JOBS Creation Act of 2004, also known as the corporate tax bill. The legislation
supports expansion of the ethanol industry, promotes job growth and ultimate-
ly benefits rural communities. NCGA President Leon Corzine said, by signing the
bill, Bush “kept his promise to corn growers to support expansion of the ethanol
industry and the use of renewable fuels.”

The corporate tax bill includes both the Volumetric Ethanol Excise Tax Credit
(VEETC) provision and biodiesel tax incentives. The VEETC provision will
extend to 2010 an existing tax incentive for using ethanol-blended gasoline, and
will re-direct funds generated by an excise tax on ethanol to the highway trust
fund (HTF). The biodiesel incentive provision creates a new tax credit of $1 per
gallon for agri-biodiesel, and 50 cents per gallon for biodiesel (recycled oil).
Some elements of the small ethanol producer tax credit provision are also includ-
ed in the bill. Specifically, the bill allows the tax credit to be passed through to
the farmer owners of a cooperative, and allows the tax credit to be offset against
the alternative minimum tax.

As for the energy bill and RFS, insiders are doubtful the legislation will be taken
up before the end of the year. But pundits are confident that the measure has the
votes it needs to pass in the next session.

LOCKS: While neither the Senate nor the House has succeeded in passing water
project bills this year, negotiators in Congress are working this week toward an
agreement that could bring passage yet this year of a $2.3 billion plan to expand
locks on the upper Mississippi and Illinois rivers.  Advocates are pushing to
incorporate a list of water projects in a catch-all appropriations bill.

NCGA continues to urge its members to contact their legislators and re-empha-
size the importance of authorizing the construction of seven new navigation
locks. Failure to pass WRDA, or lock provisions in another legislative vehicle,
could have dire consequences, NCGA CEO Rick Tolman said. If passed, the leg-
islation will authorize construction of seven new 1,200-foot locks and imple-
mentation of small-scale measures, while also establishing a comprehensive
ecosystem restoration program for the Mississippi River basin.

While attending a Midwest Area River Coalition (MARC 2000) meeting in St.
Louis earlier this month, Tolman noted supporters of WRDA are more optimistic
about its passage before Congress adjourns for the end of the year.

➛ Looking for River Improvements
The National Corn Growers Association is rallying the
troops. NCGA members are being asked to contact
their representatives in Congress, urging lawmakers to
approve the modernization on the Mississippi and
Illinois river systems. The NCGA is optimistic Congress
will pass the bill during the lame-duck session. 

➛ Keys Heading to Swift & Co.
The head of the Washington, D.C. office for the
National Cattlemen's Beef Association is taking a sen-
ior management post with Swift & Co. Chandler Keys
has been with NCBA for 20 years.



DECEMBER 1-2, 2004
NCGA Corn Board Meeting
St Louis, MO

DECEMBER 2-3, 2004
NCGA Action Team Meetings
St Louis, MO

DECEMBER 6, 2004
SDCGA Board Meeting
Sioux Falls, SD 

DECEMBER 7, 2004
Legislative Roundtable
Watertown, SD

DECEMBER 7-8, 2004
Ag Horizons Conference
Pierre, SD 

DECEMBER 11-15, 2004
US Grains Council International
Meeting

DECEMBER 14, 2004
Risk Management Seminar
Rapid City, SD 

DECEMBER 15, 2004
Risk Management Seminar
Yankton, SD

DECEMBER 16, 2004
Risk Management Seminar
Mitchell, SD

DECEMBER 17, 2004
Risk Management Seminar
Aberdeen, SD 

DECEMBER 24, 2004
Christmas Eve

DECEMBER 25, 2004
Christmas Day

JANUARY 1, 2005
New Years

JANUARY 6-7, 2005
SD Pork Producers Annual
Meeting
Sioux Falls, SD 

JANUARY 7, 2005
SDCUC Board Meeting
Sioux Falls, SD 

JANUARY 8, 2005
SDCGA & SDSA Annual Meeting
Sioux Falls, SD 

JANUARY 13-14, 2005
Priority & Policy Conference
St Louis, MO

JANUARY 18-19, 2005
Farm Business Planning AS301
Sioux Falls, SD

FEBRUARY 6-8, 2005
US Grains Council Membership
Meeting
Huntington Beach, CA

FEBRUARY 7-9, 2005
Renewable Fuels Association
Nation Ethanol Conference
Scottsdale, AZ

FEBRUARY 8-9, 2005
Farm Business Planning AS103
Sioux Falls, SD

FEBRUARY 14, 2005
Computer Technology Training
Lake Area Tech
Watertown, SD

FEBRUARY 15, 2005
Computer Technology Training
Dakota Wesleyan
Mitchell, SD

FEBRUARY 17, 2005
SDCUC Board Meeting
Sioux Falls, SD

FEBRUARY 24-26, 2005
Commodity Classic
Austin, TX
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