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Hello from beautiful, suburban St. Lawrence! This short note 
likely finds most of you finished with your harvest. What 
a change from last year! Good test weights and dry corn. 

Amazing what a difference a year makes.

I have certainly seen a wide range of emotion this year when 
visiting with farmers about their crop this past season, myself 
included. With a wide range of yields we have experienced some 
joy and disappointment as well as unexpected shortfalls. I have 
seen anger over a USDA statistical reporting service that seems 

to be disconnected to the real world. A group that I often wonder if they realize the 
impact of their reports. Both farmers and end users of our products count on the USDA 
statistical service in order for us to make decisions for our very livelihood. The success 
or failure of our farm families who both produce and use corn depends directly on the 
decisions we make. We all count on the USDA statistical information to make these 
business decisions. We need accurate information! No information at all is better than 
numbers that are not correct.

Another common emotion is frustration. Not just with USDA. With nearly a 
million acres of corn designated as prevent-plant acres in our state this year the 
frustration began with an excessively wet spring and early summer. Farmers were 
unable to plant. Frustration continued into the fall with folks waiting on crop 
insurance checks as well as an RMA that is grumbling about paying. It seems as 
though they have an idea that the prairie pothole region in which we live shouldn’t 
have a prevent-plant provision. You can bet that the SDCGA will be out front in 
that fight. Stay tuned. Speaking of confrontation, SD Corn helped farmers in our 
state as well as across the region when a group of lawyers from back east came 
out to the heartland looking for repayment from elevators and farmers whom 
they claimed had been wrongfully paid for their corn. SD Corn helped join 
legal expertise with farmers and grain merchandisers in opposition to the 
group and another skirmish was won for the good guys in seed corn caps.

One last emotion I’ve both seen and experienced is sadness. That 
wistful far-away look a farmer gets in his eye when talking about what 

could have been. If only I had started planting two days earlier. If it 
had only rained .30 hundredths instead of 3 inches. If I had never 

sold new crop corn in July for 3 bucks. You gotta shake it off. Quit 
it right now. Farming has always been about next year. Sell a little 

$5 corn for next year, sit down and go over your crop plans. 
Talk to your input suppliers. Look at those prices for next year! 

If that doesn’t get you excited about putting a crop in the 
ground I don’t know what can. We’ve seen how different 

this fall is from last. The one thing you can count on 
is that next year will be different from this one. This 

crop is over. Let’s get busy planning the next one. 

David Fremark, SDCUC President
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SDCUC announces 
board nominations open 

The South Dakota Corn Utilization Council (SDCUC) 
is a progressive organization which has visionary and 
progressive producer leadership throughout the state. The 

14-member board manages and invests South Dakota’s 1-cent 
per bushel corn checkoff fund.

The SDCUC announces that director nominations are open 
for council board seats in Districts 4 and 6. To be included on 
the ballot, qualifying individuals must file nominating petitions 
containing the signatures of at least 15 participating 
corn producers in the district and nominating 
petitions must be received by the SDCUC by 5 p.m. 
on Jan. 7, 2011.

A SDCUC director is a three-year position beginning 
March 1, 2011. The board meets approximately 
eight times annually to manage corn checkoff funds. 
Eligible candidates are corn growers who have not 
requested a checkoff refund from the SDCUC since 
January of 2006. 

Once again, nominating petitions must be received 
by the SDCUC by 5 p.m. on Jan. 7, 2011, and 
are available from the SDCUC office at 5109 S. 
Crossing Place, Ste. 1, Sioux Falls, SD 57108; or call 
605-334-0100. If an election is necessary in any of 

the districts, the election will be held Feb. 7-11, 2011  
at balloting sites in each of the counties comprising  
the district.

The counties assigned to the districts accepting nominations  
for director positions are detailed below:

•	 District	4	–	Clark,	Day,	Grant,	Roberts	and	Marshall
•	 District	6	–	Faulk,	Edmunds,	Potter	and	Spink

Meade

Butte

Perkins

Dewey

Corson
Harding

Tripp

Todd

Day

Spink

Brown

Hand

Ziebach

Pennington

Lyman

Shannon

JacksonCuster

Haakon

Sully

Stanley Beadle

Jones

Fall River

Faulk

Clark

Hyde

Mellette

Bennett

Brule

Potter

Roberts

Gregory

Edmunds

Lake

Grant

Deuel

Hughes

McPherson Marshall

Aurora

Charles Mix

Miner

Clay

Turner

Lawrence Kingsbury

Campbell

Brookings

Union

Lincoln

Walworth

Moody

Hamlin

Minnehaha

Hutchinson

Jerauld

Codington

McCook

SanbornBuffalo

Yankton

HansonDavison

Douglas

Bon Homme 1

2

3

45
6

7

8
9

The South Dakota Corn Growers Association invites our members to 
participate in submitting resolutions for the 2011 Annual Meeting. 

The resolution process helps guide the SDCGA on legislative priorities from the grassroots level. 
Member involvement is imperative for the SDCGA to represent South Dakota producers effectively.

Resolutions must be submitted 30 days prior to the 2011 SDCGA Annual Meeting, which will be held 
in Sioux Falls on Jan. 22, 2011. 

Therefore, the deadline for 
submitting resolutions is Thursday, 
December 23, 2010.

Resolutions may be submitted by 
accessing the Resolutions Form on our 
website at www.sdcorn.org.  
Or you may contact the SDCGA office at  
605-334-0100 to request a form.

SDCGA Resolutions Reminder!



            a leader in wind development in the dakotas
Basin Electric Power Cooperative

Almost 50 years ago, Basin Electric began serving rural 
America through development of hydroelectric and lignite 
coal-based resources. Today, Basin Electric is building on that 

strong legacy by diversifying its energy portfolio to include wind, 
natural gas and zero-emissions waste heat. These green projects 
represent a capital investment of more than $1 billion in renewable 
resources. By 2011, Basin Electric will have 
wind and green generation throughout 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, 
Montana and Iowa with an installed 
capacity of more than 750 MW – enough 
energy to power more than 262,500 
homes on an annual average basis.

Basin Electric’s venture into wind 
energy began in Chamberlain, SD, in 
2002 when two wind turbines north of 
town were placed in operation. That was 
followed later that year with two more 
wind turbines south of Minot, ND. 

Since then, the development of wind 
energy for Basin Electric’s generating 
portfolio has been nothing short of 
phenomenal. In October 2010, a 
subsidiary of Basin Electric, PrairieWinds 
SD1, Inc., began constructing the 
101-turbine Crow Lake Wind Project in the south eastern part of 
South Dakota. Including a 10.5 megawatt community wind project, 
this represents a $363-million investment in wind energy in the 
state. It will have a generating capacity of 162 megawatts and is 
anticipated to be operational in mid-2011.

Two other wind projects in South Dakota also have a Basin 
Electric thumb-print on them. The first is just south of Highmore. It 
consists of 27 wind turbines with a combined generating capacity of 
40 megawatts and began operating in 2003. However, the project 
is owned and operated by NextEra Energy. Basin Electric purchases 
all of the generation from that project and combines the electricity 

with its other generating resources. The same 
is true for another wind project in Day County 
– the Day County Wind Project. It was placed 
in operation this year. Both these projects 
represent about a $240 million investment in 
South Dakota by NextEra. 

Basin Electric has also teamed-up with 
NextEra on three North Dakota wind projects 
as well. These are located near Wilton, 
Baldwin and Edgeley. 

At the 2005 annual meeting, Basin 
Electric’s membership unanimously adopted 
a resolution calling for the Cooperative to set 
a renewable energy goal to obtain renewable 
resources by 2010 that will be equal to 10 
percent of the generating capacity needed to 
meet its member demand. To our knowledge, 
Basin Electric is the only utility in the region 
to establish a firm, voluntary renewable goal 

without a corresponding state or local mandate. 
Setting this goal by the membership of Basin Electric is a 

continuing commitment toward renewable energy development.
At the end of 2009, another Basin Electric subsidiary, 

PrairieWinds ND1, Inc., began operating the largest wind project 

4  South Dakota Corn Council Review



            a leader in wind development in the dakotas
Basin Electric Power Cooperative

in the United States owned solely by a cooperative. It 
has 80 wind towers and has a generating capacity of 120 
megawatt. It’s called PrairieWinds 1, and is located just 
south of Minot, ND, joining the first two turbines that were 
built there in 2002. When the Crow Lake project becomes 
fully operational, it will then take over the distinction of 
being the largest wind project in the United States owned 
solely by a cooperative. 

Over the past year, Basin Electric, East River Electric 
Power Cooperative, Madison, SD, and Rushmore Electric, 
Rapid City, SD, joined together to play a significant 
role in helping to launch the nation’s first locally owned 
community wind project, South Dakota Wind Partners, 
LLC. South Dakota Wind Partners will own a 10.5 megawatt 
wind farm which is an extension of PrairieWinds SD’s Crow 
Lake Project. Basin Electric will construct, operate and 
maintain the project on behalf of the South Dakota Wind 
Partners, and will purchase all of the electricity generated 
by the project. 

Much like the beginning of the rural electrification 
program, Basin Electric and East River approached this 
opportunity to work with South Dakota Wind Partners with 
a “can do” attitude; and sure enough, we got it done!  We 
hope this project will serve as yet another example to be 
used throughout our service territory of how cooperatives 
can work together for the benefit of all our rural consumers. 

At the end of 2010, Basin Electric will have met and 
exceeded the directive from its membership. Basin Electric 
and its membership are leaders in developing renewable 
energy in the Upper Great Plains. 
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The South Dakota Corn Utilization Council along with SD 
Crop Improvement Association, SD Wheat Commission, 
SD Soybean Council, SD Oilseeds Council and SDSU 

Department of Plant Science sponsored  a tailgate party to help 
kick off the 15th annual SDSU Cereal Bowl football game against 
Illionis State on Saturday, September 18th.  This pre-game activity 
helped get everyone geared up and ready to go for a fun filled 
night.  

The South Dakota Corn Utilization Council invested 
$306,300.00 of checkoff dollars into research and scholarships 
at South Dakota State University for 2010-2011. The SDCUC 
was recognized for the support during half time of the annual 
SDSU Cereal Bowl game held Sept. 18, when an official check 
presentation was made.

Research funding totaled $250,000. Featured research projects 
funded at SDSU includes a multi-disciplined look at defining 
sustainable site-specific production guidelines for corn stover 
harvesting and growing corn-on-corn in South Dakota. In addition, 
projects devoted to economic impacts of agriculture are ongoing.

In addition to the research dollars, SDCUC supports $30,000 
worth of scholarships at SDSU and those funds were also reflected 
in the award check.

David Fremark, president of the SDCUC (second from left) presents 
the check to (from left to right) SDSU President David Chicoine, 
Ag/Bio College Dean Barry Dunn and head of the SDSU Plant 
Science Department Sue Blodgett.

Cereal	Bowl	2010



 Dean, Sdsu College of Ag & Biological Science
Investiture of Dr. Barry Dunn
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That’s right, earn	a	$5	ethanol	certificate 
just for following @SDCORN on Twitter and 
becoming a fan of South Dakota Corn on 
Facebook! Not sure how to get started? SD 
Corn would be more than happy to assist in 
getting a Twitter and/or Facebook account 
set up for you. Feel free to email Social Media 
Director, Jesse Johnson, with questions about 
issues or social media at 
jessej@sdcorn.org. 

YOUR	VOICE	
IS	NEEDED in the 
social media world. 
Tell us about your 
crops, rain amounts, 
spraying, machinery 
maintenance and 
livestock…or simply 
just tell us what’s on your mind!

To	get	your	$5	in	ethanol, simply send 
us your Twitter ID today and let us know you 
have joined the SD Corn Facebook fan list! 
Update us by emailing jessej@sdcorn.org.

Follow SD Corn on 

and

and we’ll reward you  

with $5 in ethanol! 

Scholarship Winners

The South Dakota Corn Utilization Council (SDCUC) is a proud supporter 
of Jackrabbit Guarantee scholarships at South Dakota State University. 

The SDSU Jackrabbit Guarantee program promises incoming freshmen with 
an ACT scores of 24 or better at least $1,000 annually for four years. The 
SDCUC funded 14 Jackrabbit Guarantees for the upcoming school year.

SDCUC congratulates the following SDSU Jackrabbit Guarantee Scholarship 
winners for 2010-2011:

In September, South Dakota State University 
conducted the formal investiture ceremony 
for Dr. Barry Dunn.  As public ceremony, 

the investiture is rooted in the traditions of 
higher education, and is intended to announce 
the new leader’s public “investment” and 
commitment to the college and its mission.  

Dr. Dunn’s investiture formally conferred 
the title of “South Dakota Corn Utilization 
Council Endowed Dean.”  Each year, the 
endowment fund created by the South 
Dakota Corn Utilization Council will generate 
approximately $90,000 in interest, which is 
to be used to strengthen the overall national 
competitiveness of the SDSU College of 
Agriculture and Biological Sciences.  This 
program will encompass all programs of the 
college, and will not be limited to one academic 
field.  It will support: leadership development 
and competitiveness, undergraduate 
scholarships and research grants, and 
multidisciplinary faculty research grants.

SDCUC President David Fremark, Teddi Mueller and Lisa Richardson present 
the South Dakota Corn Utilization Council Endowed Dean medallion to Dr. 
Barry Dunn.

Sara Berg . . . . . . . . . Ag Education

Nicholas Jorgensen  Ag Economics

Jacob Knippling  . . . . Ag Business

Kylie Poel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SBIO

Brooke Johnson . Animal Science

Brittany Gassman . . Ag Education

Brandon Rensch . . . . . . . . . .SBIO

Thaddeus Walter  . . . . Agronomy

Bryant Soulek . . . Animal Science

Bailey Gullikson . . . . . . . .Wildlife

Alaina Kringen  . . Animal Science

Stephen DeBoer . . . . . Agronomy

Ross Julson . . . . . . . . Ag Business

Ryan Schlske . . . . . . . . Agronomy
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It’s pretty simple. 
South Dakota dairy cows eat South Dakota corn.

The dairy industry is very important to our state. In fact, there are more than 
90,000 dairy cows in South Dakota—and each cow is estimated to have a $15,524 

ripple effect on the economy.* It all adds up to one thing: today’s high-production 
dairy cows eat locally grown corn and distillers grains. That’s how we keep the 

milk—and the money—flowing in South Dakota.

AGU061 - Corn Talk Ad_Dairy Version • trim: 8.5 x 11  bleed: 9 x 11.5 • 4C

Agriculture United for South Dakota  •  P.O. Box 507  •  Sioux Falls, SD 57101  •  605-336-3622  •  www.AgUnited.org
Become a fan of South Dakota Farm Families on Facebook  •  Follow Ag United on Twitter @AgUnited4SD

*SOURCE: Agricultural Marketing Services Division, Minnesota Department of Agriculture, June 2006
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Corn growers in the United States are benefiting from the 
growing world demand for distiller’s dried grains with 
solubles (DDGS), according to experts who spoke at the 

U.S. Grains Council’s Export Exchange 2010 meeting in October. 
U.S. DDGS exports have grown from virtually nothing to 

more than five million metric tons in just five years, and the 
response from foreign buyers attending the Export Exchange 
2010 points to more export growth.

“This is really important for a state like South Dakota,” says 
Gary Duffy, an Oldham, S.D., corn grower and current president 
of the South Dakota Corn Growers Association.  “Ethanol 
processing in our state represents 400 million bushels of demand 
for our corn. Better export sales of DDGS translate into a stronger 
processing industry here in South Dakota, and that means more 
demand for our corn crop.”

The Export Exchange 2010 brought together nearly 500 
producers, suppliers, importers and DDGS end-users from 25 
countries to share the latest information on DDGS use and to 
build relationships between buyers and sellers. 

“The Export Exchange filled my expectations,” one Canadian 
attendee reported. “I made new contacts and I signed a contract.”

The conference and related field visits are expected to 
facilitate DDGS sales into North Africa. Buyers from countries like 
Algeria established contacts with new U.S. suppliers of DDGS at 
the conference and expanded their appreciation for DDGS use in 
all animal rations, including sheep.  

“I know North African buyers met in separate meetings 
with several DDGS suppliers,” reported Malek Djebaili, USGC 
consultant, who said he is convinced this will lead to more sales 
in the future.

Buyers from Taiwan were negotiating for thousands 
of tons of DDGS within days of attending the 
conference, and a Taiwanese feed nutritionist credited 
the Council for its DDGS educational efforts and said 
he plans to increase DDGS inclusion rates in his feed 
products.

The United States will export 7.5 to 8 million tons 
of DDGS in 2010, according to USGC President and 
CEO Thomas C. Dorr, who said China has already 
purchased more than 1.7 million tons of DDGS in 
2010 and could more than double its imports to three 
million metric tons in 2011.

The Export Exchange 2010 was part of the 
Council’s ongoing DDGS market development efforts, 
which have helped make DDGS one of the fastest 
growing export commodities in the U.S. economy. 
While Mexico, Canada and China are the largest 
foreign markets, DDGS is in demand worldwide.  

Industry leaders like the South Dakota checkoff are 
committed to expanding DDGS markets, according to 
Duffy.

“As our corn crops keep increasing, we have to 
keep demand growing too,” said Duffy.  “Market 
development work and conferences like the Export 
Exchange help advance world interest in buying our 
DDGS.” 

The Export Exchange 2010 was also successful in 
promoting sales of unprocessed feed grains. In fact, 
some Asian buyers called home from the conference to 
ask their staffs to buy more U.S. corn.

Co-sponsored by the Renewable Fuels Association, 
the exchange offered an array of top speakers on the 
most pressing issues facing DDGS markets and an 
opportunity for foreign buyers to develop working 
relations with U.S. grain and DDGS suppliers.

In all, the international trade teams attending the 
Export Exchange 2010 represented nearly 80 percent 
of the world export market for DDGS and coarse 
grains. 

DDGS Export Markets
SD Growers benefit from world demand
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DDGS Export Markets
SD Growers benefit from world demand

DTN Six Factors®
MARKETING STRATEGIES

W iTh A 3-yeAR or Lifetime SDCGA membership, you are eligible for an 
exclusive offer from DTN/The Progressive Farmer. We want to give 

you three free preview issues of The Progressive Farmer and a free 12-month 
subscription* to DTN Six Factors Marketing Strategies, our innovative 
market advisory service designed to help increase your profitability while 
reducing input costs.

•  Get industry-specific market analysis and recommendations daily
•  Our recommendations are updated as conditions warrant, so you 

always have the latest information
•  Easy-to-follow charts allow you to make 

informed decisions to earn better margins 
per acre, head, or cwt.

•  Our clear, concise guidance is designed for 
all levels of marketers: novices, experts, and 
cash and futures traders

•  Our industry-leading experts utilize unbiased, proven methods 
created — especially for producers

*  A $480 value. After the initial free 12-month subscription, you will receive an invoice. 
If you do not wish to continue this DTN offer, just call us to cancel.

Don’t miss out on this exclusive offer! Sign up toDay!

             incentives for 3-year MeMberShip: $200
   $90 toward seed purchases
   12-month subscription to DTN Six Factors®
   3 preview issues of The Progressive Farmer
   $25 QuickRoots Credit

                            incentives for LifetiMe MeMberShip: $800
   $150 toward seed purchases
   12-month subscription to DTN Six Factors®
   3 preview issues of The Progressive Farmer
   $25 in ethanol certificates
   $50 in QuickRoots Credit

SDCGA 
Membership
Application
r  $800 Lifetime membership (SDCGA & NCGA) 

Includes five $30 Seed Certificates, $25 in Ethanol, 12-month subscription to 
DTN Six Factors and $50 certificate for QuickRoots™

r  $200 Three-year membership (SDCGA & NCGA)  
Includes three $30 Seed Certificates, 12-month subscription to DTN Six 
Factors and $25 certificate for QuickRoots™

r $150 One-year membership (SDCGA & NCGA)

Payment Method: (check one)
Check  r    Visa  r    Mastercard  r  

Credit Card No.  _____________________________________________

Expiration Date  ______________________________________________

Name  _____________________________________________________

Title  _______________________________________________________

Farm/Company Name  _______________________________________

Membership is to be in: (check one)
Name  r  Farm/Co. Name   r  

Address  ____________________________________________________

City  _______________________________________________________

State Zip Code  _____________________________________________

County  _____________________________________________________

Home Phone  ________________________________________________

Business Phone  ______________________________________________

Cell Phone  __________________________________________________

E-mail Address  ______________________________________________

Spouse’s Name  ______________________________________________

FOr MOre iNFOrMATiON CONTACT:   
South Dakota Corn Growers Association

5109 S. Crossing Place, Suite 1, Sioux Falls, SD 57108
or call 605-334-0100

Membership dues paid to the South Dakota Corn Growers Association are not tax deductible 
as charitable contributions for income tax purposes. The non-deductible portion of your SDCGA 
membership dues, allocable to lobbying, is 100 percent.

Seed Program
Seed certificates can be used for 

$30 off a hybrid seed purchase of $100 
or more from any of these supporting 
companies:

Great Lakes Hybrids
Heine Seed
Hoegemeyer Hybrids
Legend Seeds
Mustang Seeds
Nortec Seeds

Pannar Seeds
Proseed
Renze Hybrids
Seeds 2000
Wensman Seed

QuickRoots™ Certificate Program
Join SDCGA at the 3-year or lifetime level and receive a certificate towards a $100 

minimum purchase of  QuickRoots™ - $25 certificate for a 3-year membership or $50 for a 
lifetime membership.

About QuickRoots™ – 
 The microorganisms in QuickRoots™ have been shown to increase availability of certain 

plant nutrients and can increase plant nutrient uptake. QuickRoots™ releases plant available 
phosphorous which has been shown to increase root mass allowing the plant to explore a 
greater volume of soil. Increased plant nutrient availability will often lead to increased plant 
health and vigor which can translate into a yield response.

 QuickRoots™ is applied to the seed. QuickRoots™ can be used in a wet or dry form and may 
event be applied to the seed up to 18 months in advance of planting. For more information, 
contact TJ Technologies, Inc. at 1-866-819-8231 or visit the website at www.tjmicromix.com.

DTN Six Factors
Join SDCGA at the 

3-year or lifetime level 
and receive a 12-month 
subscription to DTN Six 
Factors®..

Unique Member Benefit!Free!
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by Lisa Richardson
SDCGA & SDCUC Executive Director

Many producers are in the field 
doing fall tillage and making 
management decisions for the 

future. One of those decisions is what 
to do with your above 
ground storage tanks. 
The Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
has been promulgating 

the Spill Prevention, Control and 
Countermeasure (SPCC) for several years. 

The SPCC was originally 
promulgated on December 11, 1973. 
In 1991, a proposed rule was initiated 
but floundered for more than 11 years. 
The Agency published a final rule on 
July 17, 2002. This new rule became 
effective on August 16, 2002, and 
applied to any facility, including 
farms, where an oil spill might 
eventually reach navigable waters. 
The rulemaking was very confusing 
and as a result, required multiple compliance 
deadline extensions that spanned over five years.

On December 26, 2006, EPA started over with another 
set of SPCC rule amendments and delayed the compliance 
dates for farms subject to SPCC until a new rule would 
establish SPCC requirements specifically for agriculture. EPA 
issued the December 5, 2008, final rule, which amended 
the SPCC regulations with specific requirements tailored to 
agriculture and oil production facilities. 

In 2009, EPA issued a new compliance 
deadline for farms — November 10, 2010. 
The compliance deadline only applied to 
those agricultural operations that currently 
have an SPCC plan or new facilities that 
came into operation after the rule was 
effective. Specifically, if a farm was in 
existence prior to August 16, 2002, the 
compliance extension was not applicable 
as these farms were supposed to be in 
compliance with the SPCC rule and have a 
plan in place. Such farms could, however, 
amend their plans by the compliance 
deadline.

The purpose of the SPCC rule is to 
establish requirements for facilities to 
prevent a discharge of oil into navigable 
waters. The rule pertains to facilities, 

including farms, that have above-ground oil storage with an 
aggregate capacity greater than 1,320 gallons, or completely 

buried oil storage capacity 
greater than 42,000 gallons. 
Residential home oil containers 
are exempt as are oil tanks 
smaller than 55 gallons. Facilities 
that meet the thresholds must 
complete and implement a 
SPCC Plan and may also have to 
have secondary containment for 
the tanks. 

Due to the small amount 
of stored fuel and oil on most 
operations, up to 84% of 
farmers and ranchers are able to 
“self certify” by completing an 
online template. Operators with 
above ground storage capacity 
of 10,000 gallons or more are 
required to have a plan prepared 
by a registered Professional 
Engineer.  

 More information including 
a compliance timetable can be 
found at http://www.epa.gov/
emergencies/content/spcc/
index.htm. 

Gas and Diesel
         fuel storage regulations

The	purpose	of	
the	SPCC	rule	
is	to	establish	

requirements	for	
facilities	to	prevent	
a	discharge	of	oil	

into	navigable	
waters.	
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It is undeniably an interesting time in agriculture. The 
perception of conventional farming continues to be 
questioned by consumers and by the media.

We’ve come to a point where the farming 
community has to be more vocal in telling our story and 
communicating the positive effects we’re making on the 
environment and the land with improved farming practices 
such as no-till farming, reduced use of fertilizer and 
biotechnology.

The South Dakota Corn Utilization Council (SDCUC)
has taken the lead in this effort through a media campaign 
that reaches both rural and urban audiences. Our 
campaign, “The True Environmentalists,” began last April 
with TV, print and billboard advertisements 
throughout the state of South Dakota.

Our strategy was to highlight local farmers 
and let them tell their unique story. Bill Chase, 
for example, expressed how he does everything 
possible to protect the soil on which he raises 
his family and makes his living. David Fremark 
compared his farmland to another person’s 
home lawn (or back yard) to help them 
understand how important the land is to him. 

The next phase of the campaign, which 
began in September and will conclude around 
Thanksgiving, took a turn and played on the 
general perception of an “environmentalist.” 
Because we are reaching a non-ag audience, we 
chose to take the familiar consumer perception 
of an environmentalist and compare it to a “True 
Environmentalist” vs. a farmer. This was done with the 
series of ads (pictured at right) that compare stereotypical 
environmental items with those that a farmer uses — a 
combine, a corn plant and work boots.

All of the campaign elements direct the audience to 
our website, www.TrueEnvironmentalists.com, with facts 
and statistics supporting the positive impact our local 
farmers are making on the air, land, water, food, fuel and 
wildlife habitat.

The campaign will continue into 2011 with the next 
phase of advertising materials. We’ll move from the fun 
comparisons to a more realistic portrayal of a farmer’s life. 

A series of three print ads will feature South Dakota 
farmers in their true environments:  Brian Renelt and his 
daughter fishing; Brian and Stephanie Smith walking through a 
shelterbelt grove; and Chad Blindauer and his father repairing a 
fence for cattle to graze the fields after harvest.

Additionally, there will be two TV spots, outdoor billboards 
and online advertisements with a similar message. Ultimately, 
our message is to communicate to the public and our non-
ag neighbors that South Dakota farmers care about the food 
we eat and the land we live on. It is our livelihood, and we 
hope that it will remain in our family for generations to come. 

Therefore, we do everything we can to protect the land and our 
environment, and our efforts have not gone unnoticed. 

Statistics show our progress. For example, the amount of 
emissions generated to produce corn has decreased 30% in 
the last 20 years. This, and other facts, are why South Dakota 
farmers are “The True Environmentalists.”

Corn farmers have a unique and positive story to tell and 
the SDCUC will continue to share it with the rest of the world 
starting right here in South Dakota.  

How does a True Environmentalist...
         new ads draw attention to ag



Steven D. Johnson, Ph.D.
Farm & Ag Business Management Specialist 
Iowa State University

Unprecedented crop price volatility in 
2010 has resulted in wide swings in 
farm profitably.  Since 2006, production, 

financial and market price risk has increased in 
row crop agriculture. The global demand-driven 
markets of 2010 provide prices witnessed only 
once in history, during the 2008 growing season. 
Emotions are high and the potential for 2011 row 

crop profits are unprecedented.
Yet, producers need to be realistic about their price expectations for 

any unpriced bushels. They should consider their own cash flow needs 
and profit margins to prevent emotions alone driving sales. Cost of 
storage, interest charges, basis, futures market carry and appetite for risk 
are all important considerations. Remember, the higher-than-expected 

futures market 
prices being 
witnessed today 
will eventually 
ration a smaller-
than-expected 
2010 corn crop 
by reducing 
demand. Both 
the livestock and ethanol industries will face much 
higher operating costs and breakevens. 

These crop prices will also trigger much higher 
input costs; especially fertilizer, fuel and perhaps 
even seed and land charges. Producers will want to 
maintain adequate working capital (current assets 
minus current liabilities) to help cover operating costs 
and debt servicing. Successful producers need to 
focus on the crop factors they can control, not the 
multitude of things they have no control over. 

Producers need to work with an ag lender who 
understands the changes taking place in row crop 
agriculture. It will be increasingly important to 1) 
manage cash flow with 2) higher operating fund 
requirements that 3) cover multiple years’ crop 
inputs. The uses of crop marketing plans along 
with crop insurance coverage that are successfully 
implemented are becoming as important as cash 
flow projections.

The GrowingOn 2011 seminar will use actual 
case studies to help participants mitigate production, 
financial and market price risk.  In addition, the crop 
insurance decisions for 2011 will change with the new 
COMBO crop insurance policy. Plan on attending 
a GrowingOn 2011 seminar near you and fine-tune 
your focus on controllable crop factors. 

The	GrowingOn	
2011	seminar	will	

use	actual	case	
studies	to	help	

participants	mitigate	
production,	financial	
and	market	price	risk.	
Plan	on	attending	a	
GrowingOn	seminar	

near	you.

“Controlling the Crop Controllables”
STEvEN D. JohNSoN 
Iowa State University Farm & Ag Business 
Management  Field Specialist

With the assistance of cash grain case studies, he’ll help you 
understand:
•  The relationship between farm financials, crop insurance 

and your grain marketing plan
•  What crop marketing tools are available to help you with 

your decision making
•  Pricing strategies to manage – and potentially protect – 

margins 
Risk Management Strategies
A number of changes will affect crop insurance coverage in 
2011.  At GrowingOn 2011, Farm Credit Services of America 
crop insurance specialists will share what those changes are 
and how they can affect your operation.

Dec. 2, 6 pm:  Sioux Falls, SD — Ramkota hotel
Dec. 3, 10 am:   yankton, SD —  

National Field Archery Association
Dec. 6, 6 pm:  Watertown, SD — Watertown event Center
Dec. 7, Noon :  huron, SD — Crossroads hotel
Dec. 7, 6 pm:  Mitchell, SD — MTi Technology Center

Growingon 2011 Part I:
December 2-3 & 6-7, 2010

Controlling the Crop Controllables
fine-tune your focus at Growingon 2011
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Looking ahead to 2011
fine-tune your focus at Growingon 2011 mark your calendar for these valuable events

Tri-State Crop Fair
“Better Information for a More 

Profitable Operation”

January 6, 2011, 10am - 3pm
Stoney Creek Inn - SIoux CIty, Ia

AgenDA
 9:30 am  Registration
 10:00 am Chemical Resistant Weeds 
  Dan Beran, BASF
 11:00 am Conservation and No-Till
  Dr. Paul Jasa, University of Nebraska
 12:00 pm FREE Famous Dave’s Lunch
 1:00 pm Humor in Agriculture
  Jim Woster
 1:30 pm Corn State Coalition
  Mindy Williamson, Iowa Corn
 2:00 pm Market Trends in 2011
  Richard Brock, Brock and Associates
 3:00 pm Adjourn

RSVP to Tami Adams by December 30
tami.adams@cpsagu.com or 402.494.4261

SponSorS inCluDe:

Monsanto, BASF, Crop Production Services,
South Dakota Corn Utilization Council,
Nebraska Corn Growers Association,

Iowa Corn Promotion Board and
Iowa Corn Growers Association
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KEvIN KIMBERlEy
 
Kevin Kimberley is a highly successful 
ag-producer with a long and rich history 
in the agricultural field. As a producer 
for 37 years, he owned, operated, and 

managed up to 3,500 acres in the heartland of America. 
he now devotes full-time to presenting professional 
seminars to the agri-business market. Kevin travels 
throughout the Midwest, delivering lively, interactive 
presentations on a myriad of ag-related topics while 
sharing results of comparative studies, side-by-side 
trials and research through professional, hands-on 
experience.  Kevin has built strong working relationships 
with equipment manufacturers, agronomists, producers, 
and design engineers. he has been featured in numerous 
agricultural publications such as Successful Farming, Top 
Producer, Iowa Farmer Today, and is a patent holder of an 
anhydrous tube. 

Make plans now to attend these full-day seminars. 

February 16:   Watertown, SD —  
Watertown event Center

February 17:   Sioux Falls, SD —  
Ramkota hotel

Growingon 2011 Part II:  
February 16-17, 2011

Mark Your Calendar!

T he South Dakota Corn Growers Association 
(SDCGA) is partnering with South Dakota Corn 

Utilization Council to deliver “Growingon 2011.” 

Watch your mail for a special invite with 
specific times for these upcoming events!
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GA 25th

25 Years of 

Chart-topping

Success!

Save the date!
Jan. 22, 2011
Convention Center

Sioux Falls, SD

The South Dakota Corn Growers 
association (SDCGa) is gearing up 

to celebrate its 25th Annual Meeting 
and you are invited to dance into the 
spotlight at the state’s biggest ag event 
on January 22, 2011! You won’t want to 
miss this year’s annual SDCGa Meeting 
“South Dakota Corn Hop” to be held 
at the Sioux Falls Convention Center.  

What’s So Great About American 

Agriculture? Just About Everything!

Dr. Jay lehr

As the United States begins 

to come out of a recession 

where both commodity prices 

and agricultural inputs have 

declined, the American farmer 

can look forward to excellent 

future growth because of a large 

number of factors.  economist 

and Futurist Dr. Jay lehr will explore these factors 

with energy and insight. he combines 5 decades 

of expertise and experience in Agricultural 

economics, Agronomy, environmental Science and 

Business Administration with the most contagious 

enthusiasm for the future of the American farm and 

ranch. you’ll see why he is known for making people 

feel good about American Agriculture.

14 South Dakota Corn Talk

DiAmonD Sponsors
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Will Demand Continue  to Push Grain/Soy  Prices higher in 2010? Sue Martin is president and 
owner of Ag. & investment 
Services, inc. with 38 years 
experience in the brokerage 

business. in the past, Sue served 

as secretary-treasurer of the National introducing 

Brokers Association and also served on the 

1994/1995 National Futures Association Committee. 

Sue writes an article featuring market trends in 

agriculture for AG Week, a farm newspaper in Grand 

Forks, North Dakota. in addition, Sue is a regular 

analyst on “Market to Market” which is a weekly 

TV program syndicated on public broadcasting TV 

stations across the U.S. and Southern Canada and 

also is a guest analyst for Ag Day and Weekend U.S. 

Farm Report.

Networking over the Net:  
Using Social Media to Tell your Story 

Troy & Stacy hadrick, Advocates for AgricultureReaching more consumers with our story of 

agriculture and food production is more important 

than ever.  But how do we reach this audience and 

still get our work done at home?  Social media tools 

are the answer.  Telling our story online allows us 

to reach people all over the world without ever 

leaving the farm.  This session with Troy & Stacy 

hadrick will show you what tools are available and 

how you can use them to advocate for agriculture. 

“Emerging opportunities in Agriculture” Panel 

This is a do not miss panel discussion for producers as we 
feature:
Raven Industries – Touching on Technology trends!  What’s 
hot in the industry that can make your job a breeze.
Sanford – Agricultural health Care Opportunities.  This is a 
topic no-one like to discuss but we had all better listen be-
cause you never know what lies ahead.
China Exports – Join USCG’s China expert as they talk about 
our true export potential with China and what it means for the 
US corn market.

25 Years of 

Chart-topping

Success!

Featured 

Entertainment: 

Chubby Checker

“Lets Twist Again” as 

American Pop Culture  

icon Chubby Checker  

and the Wildcats rock 

and roll the Sioux Falls Convention Center. 

Chubby is known instantly by all generations 

throughout the world today! Over 40 years  

ago, he exploded on to the music scene  

with his #1 mega hit:   “The TWiST” that  

led to the dance craze of the same name...

Named by BiLLBOARD MAGAZiNe  

as the #1 single in the history of charting  

pop music!
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Calendar ofCalendar of
December 1, 2010
SDCGA & SDCUC  
Joint Board Meeting
Sioux Falls, SD

December 2-3 & 6-7, 2010
Growing On 2011 - Part I
Dec. 2:   Sioux Falls  

Ramkota Hotel
Dec. 3:   Yankton  

National Field 
Archery Association

Dec. 6:   Watertown  
Event Center

Dec. 7:   Huron  
Crossroads Hotel

Dec. 7:   Mitchell MTI 
Technology Center

December 8, 2010
NCGA Corn Board Meeting
St. Louis, MO 

December 8, 2010
Ethanol Summit
St. Louis, MO

December 9-10, 2010
NCGA Action Team Meetings
St. Louis, MO

January 6, 2011
Tri-State Crop Fair
Sioux City, IA

January 11-13, 2011
NCGA Priority &  
Policy Meeting
St. Louis, MO

January 22, 2011
SDCGA 25th Annual Meeting
Sioux Falls, SD
February 16-17, 2011

Growing On 2011 – Part II
Feb. 16:   Watertown  

Event Center
Feb. 17:   Sioux Falls  

Ramkota Hotel

March 3-5, 2011
Commodity Classic
Tampa, FL

EventsEvents


