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President’s
Report

Don’t you wish that every harvest 
would go as smoothly as this 
one?

Thanks to several weeks of 
cooperative weather, things went about 
as well as possible this fall. Yes, there 
were some early soybean field fires 
because of the dry weather, but an early 
October rain ended that threat. After 
that, there were no complaints.

No matter who you talked to, it 
was such an easy harvest. Most farmers 
wrapped up their combining earlier than 
they normally would. It was a welcome 
change from a couple of those wet 
autumns we’ve had to endure.

There have been fears that U.S. farmers won’t be able to produce enough to keep up with 
rising demands. South Dakota farmers are doing their part to address those concerns.  Although 
numbers aren’t final yet, this year’s production should be up. The state’s average yield is likely 
to top last year’s average and our total corn harvest is projected to be the second biggest of all 
time.

The world’s population recently topped 7 billion and is expected to reach 8 billion by 2025. 
Consider that it was 3 billion in 1959. It’s almost unbelievable how quickly the population has 
taken off. Some say this is the fastest population growth the world will ever see.

With that rapid rise in population, the world depends on us raising more corn than ever.  
We’re definitely going to need it. We’re going to have to continue to increase our yields to keep 
up with demand.

That’s where biotechnology is an important key to our future. There’s no possible way we’ll 
meet the demand for corn, and food, worldwide without biotechnology. It’s just not going to 
happen. We have to embrace biotechnology and use it to our advantage.

I’ve always held the opinion that organic production is fine. I have no problem with it, 
whatsoever. But the fact is we can’t feed the world without biotech. People can continue organic 
production; it’s a niche market they’re filling. More power to them.

But the numbers tell the final story. It’s absolutely not possible to feed the world without 
biotechnology. It’s the only way to boost production enough to keep up with demand. We must 
increase production, and that’s how we’ll do it.

Four decades ago, people predicted there would be large-scale famines because of the 
population boom. Since then, world food production has grown faster than the population. 
Producers met the demand.

Twenty years ago, each South Dakota farmer raised enough to feed 85 people. Today, each 
farmer can feed 155.

Food production will need to double in the next few decades, but farmers are up to the 
challenge, as they always have been. We just need the tools. That includes fertile soil, nutrients, 
improved hybrids and top-of-the-line equipment.

We also need biotechnology. There are no ifs, ands or buts. It’s the way of life in this rapidly 
growing world in which we live.

On that note, happy Thanksgiving, everyone. Be thankful there’s enough food to go around.
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Pacts create opportunities in South Korea, Panama, Colombia

Free-trade agreements approved

Free-trade agreements with South Korea, Colombia and 
Panama will open up significant opportunities for farmers, 
South Dakota Corn leaders say.

“The quality of grain and meat produced by South 
Dakotans is unsurpassed, and these agreements will give us 
greater ability to compete fairly in global markets,” South 
Dakota Corn Growers Association (SDCGA) President Gary 
Duffy of Oldham said. “We’re pleased that Congress realized 
the value of the pacts and promptly approved them. Each 
of these nations is an important market for grains and co-
products.” 

Congress approved the free-
trade pacts with South Korea, 
Colombia and Panama on Oct. 
12, ending years of stalemate. 
The accords were reached 
under President George W. 
Bush and revised by the Obama 
administration. President Obama 
signed them Oct. 21.

Supporters said the agreements 
create the largest opportunity for 
exporters in decades and described 
the South Korea deal as the 
biggest for the U.S. since the North 
American Free Trade Agreement 
in 1994. It will remove duties on 
nearly two-thirds of American 
farm exports and phase out tariffs 
on more than 95 percent of industrial and consumer exports 
within five years.

The importance of global trade is more important than 
ever for the state’s farmers. South Dakota exported $2.3 
billion worth of agricultural products to all countries in 2009, 
including $606 million worth of feed grains, according to the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Foreign Agricultural Service. 
The export markets add value to American products.

South Dakota’s congressional delegation – Sens. Tim 
Johnson and John Thune and Rep. Kristi Noem – voted in favor 
of the three agreements.

“We thank those three for their strong support,” said Chad 
Blindauer of Mitchell, president of the South Dakota Corn 
Utilization Council (SDCUC). “South Dakota producers look 
forward to these new doors being opened.”

 Johnson said benefits of the pacts are promising.
“I’ve always believed that our trade policies must level 

the playing field for American agricultural producers while 
providing economic opportunity,” Johnson said. “The free-
trade agreements with South Korea, Colombia and Panama 
have the potential to greatly expand exports of South Dakota 
agricultural products.” 

Thune said the agreements are important and are widely 
supported by South Dakota businesses and agricultural groups.

“Ratification of these agreements will mean new jobs and 

will expand markets for ag products and many other goods 
produced in this country,” Thune said. “This is long overdue. 
It’s a good thing for South Dakota agriculture and businesses, 
and our country in general.”

Thune said Obama waited more than 1,000 days before 
submitting the proposals to Congress, costing the U.S. a 
market share while they sat on the president’s desk.

Noem said crops, livestock and many other goods and 
services produced by South Dakotans are in high demand 
around the world.

“With the passage of these trade 
deals, we are expanding market 
access for South Dakota farms, 
ranches and other businesses,” 
Noem said. “Our state might be far 
from these countries, but thousands 
of South Dakota jobs already 
depend on our trade partnerships. 
These new agreements will mean 
even more new jobs.”

SDCGA Executive Director Lisa 
Richardson said the agreements 
are good news for South Dakota 
agriculture and also for the state’s 
economy.

“The agreements will open 
the door to significant markets 
for various agricultural products, 
including corn, distillers grains and 

other corn co-products,” Richardson said. “It will be a boost for 
the agricultural economy, which is so vital to our state’s well 
being.”

Without the agreements, U.S. producers could have 
lost a market share to other countries, Richardson said. In 
recent months, corn growers watched other nations gain a 
competitive edge through trade agreements with South Korea, 
Colombia and Panama. 

South Korea is the United States’ third-largest corn market 
and a key target for distillers grains. Colombia traditionally 
has been one of the top 10 export markets, but is currently 
importing corn from U.S. competitors because of an import-
duty preference. Panama is one of the fastest-growing 
economies in Latin America.  U.S. corn exports there have 
dropped 20 percent from their 2008 peak.

These new agreements will provide important 
opportunities for U.S. agriculture by immediately eliminating 
import duties on the vast majority of commodities, such as 
corn, other coarse grains and co-products such as distillers 
grains.

The quality of U.S. corn makes it a highly sought 
commodity in nations with growing middle classes and a rising 
demand for protein. Government and industry estimates say 
the three FTAs will result in an additional $2.5 billion in sales 
and lead to the creation of more than 20,000 jobs.

Gary Duffy combines corn on his farm.
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2011 has been a successful 
year for U.S. ag exports. 
The U.S. Grains Council 

plans to follow up on that next 
year by continuing to make 
progress in China and India, 
utilizing free trade policies with 
several nations, and establishing 
relationships with new leaders 
in North African countries.

Tom Sleight, vice president 
of the USGC, told the South 
Dakota Corn Utilization 
Council’s board of directors 
during their Sept. 12 meeting in 
Sioux Falls that the council will 
pursue the many opportunities 
that lie ahead.

“We’ve seen decades, not years but 
decades, of double-digit economic growth, 
particularly in Asia and more developing 
countries. That growth is starting to make 
a real difference in terms of per capita 
income. More people have disposable 
income and that changes the way they live 
and eat,” Sleight said. “A new age of global 
consumerism is what we’re looking at.”

Sleight said the number of people 
with spending power is projected to grow 
520 percent in developing countries. The 
growing middle class and rising incomes will 
drive demand for U.S. agricultural products, 
including corn.

USGC strategies are successful in dealing with other nations, 
Sleight said. Customers say they buy U.S. grains because of 
a good relationship with the council and because they’re 
impressed with what they learned on trade missions. He also has 
heard foreign buyers say that they view USGC members as their 
preferred suppliers of dried distillers grains (DDGS).

Sleight said one of the major success stories of 2011 has 
been the entry of China into the market. The USGC expanded 
its foundation there, dealt with the highest levels of government, 
organized a trade mission and sponsored a biotech conference.

The USGC also engaged India on biotech grains and DDGS, 
and is casting a wider net in that nation. The council is active in 
more than 50 countries.

In the coming months, the USGC will place a major 
emphasis on gaining a broader acceptance of biotech grain in 
China and India, resolving China’s DDGS antidumping case and 
increasing DDGS access in India. There also will be a strong 
effort to build foreign confidence in the security of U.S. food. 

Free trade agreements with South Korea, Colombia and 
Panama – which are awaiting U.S. government approval – 

would improve market access 
substantially, getting this country 
“back in the game,” Sleight said.

Leadership changes 
in several North African 
nations could open up some 
opportunities. The USGC also 
will work with the European 
Union on more-favorable policies, 
broader biotech acceptance and 
trade liberalization. 

Sleight said the Southeast 
Asia Conference is an example 
of an event that brings in 
many buyers who want more 
information from American 
farmers.

“They want to hear from 
producers what’s going on,” he said.

The USGC can serve as the producers’ 
bridge, he said.

SDCUC board member David Fremark 
traveled to China with a U.S. trade delegation in 
January and he was one of about a dozen South 
Dakota Corn representatives who met with a 
Chinese delegation that stopped in Sioux Falls 
in late August. Fremark told Sleight one thing he 
learned from the Chinese is that a proper sales 
approach is important to establishing a good 
relationship.

Rather than tell the Chinese that they need 
U.S. corn, a better approach is to tell them how 
great our corn is, how well we can meet their 

needs and improve their diets, and what the benefits are of 
doing business with us, Fremark said.  The Grains Council’s job 
is like that of a salesman, he said.

Sleight described the Grains Council as South Dakota’s 
global marketing arm, the state’s “highway to the world.” He 
said the staff works for producers and connects with customers.

It doesn’t matter whether it’s Russia, the Middle East or 
Asia, people want to buy from producers they know, Sleight 
said. It’s all about building relationships. For the USGC, it’s 
critical to have good relationships with organizations such as 
South Dakota Corn as well as with foreign nations and buyers.

 “Relationships are what we’ve done for 51 years,” Sleight 
said. 

Along with supply, demand and marketing, another key 
issue is infrastructure here and abroad. New investment is 
taking place to build facilities in the Pacific Northwest. If China 
increases its purchases of U.S. corn, how is that country going 
to unload and distribute it?

“Infrastructure is the next issue,” Sleight said, “on both sides 
of the ocean.”

USGS rep says agency will build upon 2011’s successes
rising incomes open up opportunities in several nations

“It doesn’t 
matter whether 
it’s Russia, the 
Middle East or 
Asia, people 
want to buy 

from producers 
they know.” 
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u.s. farmers & ranchers alliance reaches out
‘Town hall’ focuses on food

Concerned that consumers either aren’t 
getting as much information as they’d 
like about their food or that they’re 

misinformed, the U.S.  Farmers & Ranchers 
Alliance (USFRA) tried a bold and unusual 
approach Sept. 22 by hosting a national, web-
based “town hall” exchange of ideas and opinions.

Thousands of participants tuned in to the 
Food Dialogues session organized by the alliance. 
Nearly 3,500 sat in on the webcast, another  574 
participated through Facebook, and 246 attended 
gatherings at four locations that featured panel 
discussions. There were 4,036 tweets and 1,754 
re-tweets. Claire Shipman of ABC News was the 
moderator.

Food Dialogues was an effort to bring 
together different viewpoints on farming, 
ranching and food. Panels of experts took part 
in discussions and question-and-answer sessions 
with audiences, both live and online, at locations 
in Washington, D.C., New York, Indiana and 
California.

The entire event was broadcast as a 4 ½-hour webinar, with 
questions submitted by audience members and consumers 
through Facebook and Twitter. A diverse range of topics 
included a safe and ample food supply, farm transparency, 

livestock antibiotics and hormones, agricultural research, 
technology, genetic science, the environment, nutrition 
and misconceptions. The webinar can be viewed at  www.
fooddialogues.com.

USFRA is a grassroots group. More than three-fourths of its 
funding comes from farmer and rancher groups.

The Food Dialogues hosted by the U.S. Farmers and Ranchers Alliance broad-
cast from the television studio at U.C. Davis in California on Sept. 22.

True Environmentalists campaign debuts new ads
The South Dakota Corn Utilization Council (SDCUC) and 

South Dakota Corn Growers Association (SDCGA) have 
kicked off a new round of the True Environmentalists campaign.

Extremely impressive television commercials, radio and 
print ads, and billboards debuted recently. They are designed 
to inform the public 
that each farmer 
raises enough to 
feed 155 people 
while preserving the 
land and using less 
energy.

The campaign 
stresses the 
significance of those 
achievements in 
helping feed a world 
whose population 
recently reached 7 
million.

Assisted by improved farming methods, scientific 
advancements and new technology, today’s producers are using 
less fertilizer, pesticide and water. They’re doing less tillage of 
land and reducing erosion and runoff.

Watch the videos at http://www.trueenvironmentalists.com.



A double dose of SD Corn
             Annual tradition and new attraction are  hits at State Fair

South Dakota Corn treated State Fair attendees to a taste of tradition 
and also offered a new, interactive look at agriculture.

In what has become a State Fair ritual, members of the staff and 
boards of directors gave away 60 dozen ears of sweet corn, grilled on site 
and drenched with butter. A new twist this year was the Amazing Corn 
Adventure, an interactive attraction built into a 24-foot-long trailer.

The South Dakota Corn staff has taken the trailer to several events 
since its premiere at the Sioux Empire Fair in Sioux Falls, and more than 
1,500 people have toured the attraction. Beginning next spring, the 
adventure will continue with stops at a number of South Dakota schools.

“We’re excited about being able to take ag to places that ag would 
never be seen,” said Teddi Mueller, legislative and industry affairs director 
for the South Dakota Corn Growers Association and South Dakota Corn 
Utilization Council. “We’ve received enthusiastic feedback and have heard 
from teachers who are eager to bring the Amazing Corn Adventure to 
their schools. This will be a huge learning opportunity for kids who aren’t 
on the farm.”

The trailer features an actual tractor cab with a 
simulator that lets youths experience what it’s like to be 
in control of a tractor that’s doing field work. A matching 
game offers insight to products that contain corn while 
other exhibits include the stages of corn, models of crop 
pests, and a three-dimensional soil display.
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At right: 
South Dakota 

Corn’s free sweet 
corn feed is a 

popular event at 
the State Fair.

A record number of growers entered the National Corn 
Yield Contest this year.

An initial count showed 8,422 entries, a 
significant increase from the prior record of 7,125 set in 
2010. The contest is in its 47th year and the entry deadline 
was July 15. 

Winners will receive 
national recognition in 
the mid-February issue 
of Farm Journal as well 
as at the national awards 
banquet and state awards 
breakfast during the 2012 
Commodity Classic in 
Nashville, Tenn. South 
Dakota winners will 
receive plaques during the 
SDCGA annual meeting 
Jan. 7 in Sioux Falls.

A harvest report form 
with all items properly 
completed should be 
mailed to: National Corn 

Growers Association, 632 Cepi Drive, Chesterfield, MO 
63005. Entries must be postmarked no later than seven days 
after the final yield check or by Dec. 1, whichever is the 
earlier date.

All entrants submitting harvest forms online must 
mail their printed harvest 
confirmation and weight 
ticket associated to their 
entry to NCGA to be 
verified. Failure to do 
so will void your entry. 
Entrants also should review, 
and be familiar with, the 
harvest rules for the 2011 
contest. Special attention 
should be given to 
understanding the number 
of supervisors required 
for checks and re-check 
requirements.

For more information, 
visit http://www.ncga.com/
national-corn-yield-contest.

NCGA breaks membership record

The National Corn Growers Association 
set a fiscal-year record for most 
members with 36,748 at the end of 
September. The previous record of 
36,216 was set in August 2010.

The top national recruiter, with 851 
points, was Kevin Deiter of Faulkton, a 
member of the South Dakota Corn 

Growers Association board of directors.
“It is inspirational that so many growers want to 

personally support our programs and activities,” NCGA 
President Garry Niemeyer said.

For information on joining the SDCGA, see page 9.

Corn Yield Contest receives record number of entries

Kevin Deiter
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Sioux Falls family wins 
$500 worth of groceries 

in SD Corn giveaway

An 8-year-old Sioux Falls boy won $500 in groceries for 
his family by catching a rubber ball thrown into the 
grandstand during a Sioux Falls Pheasants baseball game.

That ball qualified Justin Druse’s family for a prize drawing 
as part of a South Dakota Corn Utilization Council promotion 
during the baseball season. Rubber balls were thrown into 
the stands at every home game and fans who caught balls 
with special markings were entered into a drawing during the 
Pheasants’ final game of the season. The Druse family’s name 
was drawn between innings as the grand-prize winner.

South Dakota Corn staff members presented the gift cards 
Sept. 1 to the family of six: Justin, his parents Stacy and Nikki, 
and siblings Kaitlyn, Jaxson and Austin. 

 “We were very excited and surprised,” Nikki said.
“The gift cards came in real handy with our four kids,” Stacy 

added. “We’re real appreciative.”
Teddi Mueller, the SDCUC’s industry affairs director, said 

the Grocery Giveaway promotion was popular among Pheasants 
fans and generated positive publicity for the agricultural industry.

“This is just one small example of the many ways that South 
Dakota farmers give back to their communities,” Mueller said. 
“We thank the Pheasants fans for showing their support for 
agriculture and we congratulate the Druse family. We’re happy 
they put their winnings to good use.”

Jesse Johnson, South Dakota Corn’s social media director, 
presents a $500 grocery gift card to (from left) Justin, Nikki, 
Jaxson, Kaitlyn and Stacy Druse of Sioux Falls. Not pictured is 
Austin.
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The Environmental Protection Agency says it 
won’t tighten controls on farm dust.
The agency sent a letter to Senate Agriculture 

Committee Chairwoman Debbie Stabenow saying 
that existing regulations on particulate matter will 
remain in place, with no revisions. The standards 
have been in place since 1987. 

An EPA spokeswoman said the letter should 
end the “myth” of broader farm-dust regulation. 
The agency will send the rule to the White House 
for its regular five-year review.

The review had raised widespread concerns 
that farm dust regulations would be tightened, 
generating many comments of opposition.

EPA standards that have been in place since 
the 1980s regulate particulate matter smaller than 
10 microns in diameter. By comparison, a human 
hair is about 70 microns in diameter. 

Legislation that was introduced by U.S. Rep. 
Kristi Noem, R-SD,  to prohibit the EPA from 
regulating rural “nuisance dust” was passed by a 
subcommittee.

EPA: We won’t tighten 
farm-dust regulations
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NuGen Energy LLC, based in Marion, has been awarded 
$71,191 in federal funding to convert milo into fuel-
grade ethanol.

NuGen is one of 160 energy producers in 41 states to 
receive USDA payments to support and ensure the production 
and expansion of advanced biofuels. The company has been 
using milo in its 
ethanol production 
since it started 
operations in 2008.

“We can use it up 
to a 5 percent blend in 
our process,” NuGen 
controller Loren 
Johnson said.

Most of NuGen’s 
milo originates from 
western South Dakota. 
Blending with milo 
also produces distillers 
grain for livestock.

The USDA 
payments are 
authorized under the 
Bioenergy Program 
for Advanced Biofuels 
and are made to 
eligible producers to 
support and ensure an 
expanding production 
of advanced biofuels.

Another South 
Dakota company, Hanson County Oil Producers LLC of 
Alexandria, received $6,437 to use waste vegetable oil for 
biodiesel renewable energy.

A biofuels incentive
nugen receives usda dollars for using milo

new ncga president focuses on farm bill
The new president of the National Corn Growers Association says his highest priority will be the 
drafting of a farm bill that continues to protect growers from losses caused by adverse weather, 
crop disease and volatile markets.

Garry Niemeyer of Auburn, Ill. succeeded Bart Schott of North Dakota as NCGA president 
Oct. 1, the start of a new fiscal year. Niemeyer said 2012 is likely to be a tumultuous year with 
the drafting of a new farm bill in the middle of a budget-cutting climate.

“I expect to see a turbulent year this next year as our government makes spending cuts and 
budgetary decisions,” he said. “A long-term, comprehensive solution that reduces federal deficits 
must be found to help ensure our nation’s fiscal integrity and economic strength. With that said, 
we have a strong organization, and we will be prepared to meet the challenge.”

Despite the challenges, Niemeyer said this is an exciting time with biotechnology 
advancements and the third-largest crop in U.S. history despite widespread adverse weather.Garry Niemeyer

Milo, which was once commonly 
raised as a feed grain or for silage, is 
now being used by NuGen Energy to 
produce ethanol.
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DTN Six Factors®
MARKETING STRATEGIES

W ith a 3-year or Lifetime SDCGa membership, you are eligible for an 
exclusive offer from DtN/the Progressive Farmer. We want to give 

you three free preview issues of The Progressive Farmer and a free 12-month 
subscription* to DtN Six Factors Marketing Strategies, our innovative 
market advisory service designed to help increase your profitability while 
reducing input costs.

•  Get industry-specific market analysis and recommendations daily
•  Our recommendations are updated as conditions warrant, so you 

always have the latest information
•  Easy-to-follow charts allow you to make 

informed decisions to earn better margins 
per acre, head, or cwt.

•  Our clear, concise guidance is designed for 
all levels of marketers: novices, experts, and 
cash and futures traders

•  Our industry-leading experts utilize unbiased, proven methods 
created — especially for producers

*  A $480 value. After the initial free 12-month subscription, you will receive an invoice. 
If you do not wish to continue this DTN offer, just call us to cancel.

Don’t miss out on this exclusive offer! Sign up toDay!

             incentives for 3-year MeMberShip: $200
   $90 toward seed purchases
   12-month subscription to DtN Six Factors®
   3 preview issues of The Progressive Farmer
   $25 Quickroots Credit

                            incentives for LifetiMe MeMberShip: $800
   $150 toward seed purchases
   12-month subscription to DtN Six Factors®
   3 preview issues of The Progressive Farmer
   $25 in ethanol certificates
   $50 in Quickroots Credit

SDCGA 
Membership
Application
r  $800 Lifetime membership (SDCGA & NCGA) 

Includes five $30 Seed Certificates, $25 in Ethanol, 12-month subscription to 
DTN Six Factors and $50 certificate for QuickRoots™

r  $200 Three-year membership (SDCGA & NCGA)  
Includes three $30 Seed Certificates, 12-month subscription to DTN Six 
Factors and $25 certificate for QuickRoots™

r $150 One-year membership (SDCGA & NCGA)

Payment Method: (check one)
Check  r    Visa  r    Mastercard  r  

Credit Card No.  _____________________________________________

Expiration Date  ______________________________________________

Name  _____________________________________________________

Title  _______________________________________________________

Farm/Company Name  _______________________________________

Membership is to be in: (check one)
Name  r  Farm/Co. Name   r  

Address  ____________________________________________________

City  _______________________________________________________

State Zip Code  _____________________________________________

County  _____________________________________________________

Home Phone  ________________________________________________

Business Phone  ______________________________________________

Cell Phone  __________________________________________________

E-mail Address  ______________________________________________

Spouse’s Name  ______________________________________________

FOr MOre iNFOrMATiON CONTACT:   
South Dakota Corn Growers Association

5109 S. Crossing Place, Suite 1, Sioux Falls, SD 57108
or call 605-334-0100

Membership dues paid to the South Dakota Corn Growers Association are not tax deductible 
as charitable contributions for income tax purposes. The non-deductible portion of your SDCGA 
membership dues, allocable to lobbying, is 100 percent.

Seed Program
Seed certificates can be used for $30 

off a hybrid seed purchase of $100 or more 
from any of these supporting companies:

Great Lakes Hybrids
Heine Seed
Hoegemeyer Hybrids
Legend Seeds
Mustang Seeds
Nortec Seeds

Pannar Seeds
Pioneer
Proseed
Renze Hybrids
Seeds 2000
Wensman Seed

QuickRoots™ Certificate Program
Join SDCGa at the 3-year or lifetime level and receive a certificate towards a $100 minimum pur-

chase of  Quickroots™ - $25 certificate for a 3-year membership or $50 for a lifetime membership.

About QuickRoots™ – 
 The microorganisms in QuickRoots™ have been shown to increase availability of certain plant nutrients 

and can increase plant nutrient uptake. QuickRoots™ releases plant available phosphorous which has been 
shown to increase root mass allowing the plant to explore a greater volume of soil. Increased plant nutrient 
availability will often lead to increased plant health and vigor which can translate into a yield response.

 QuickRoots™ is applied to the seed. QuickRoots™ can be used in a wet or dry form and may even be 
applied to the seed up to 18 months in advance of planting. For more information, contact TJ Technologies, 
Inc. at 1-866-819-8231 or visit the website at www.tjmicromix.com.

Unique Member Benefit!Free!
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There’s no time for rest.
Not in October.
Not when there are fields of soybeans and corn to 

harvest. Not when the weather actually cooperates.
Sleep can wait. 
In October, it’s go, go, go – morning, afternoon and night.
There will be time to rest in November.
Autumn creates a remarkable collage of colors. Green, 

red and yellow combines zip across seemingly endless acres 
of tans, beiges, caramels and golds.  As darkness engulfs the 
colors of the season, the lights of combines and tractors streak 
across the fields.

“We go until midnight each night,” Mark Gross said during a 
late-October night on his Bridgewater farm.

Harvest brings a sense of satisfaction, a feeling of 
accomplishment and success. It’s the culmination of 12 
months of planning and preparation, commitment and 
conviction, hard work 
and hardships.

This year’s harvest 
got off to a worrisome 
start because of the 

extreme dryness of fields. Combines started soybean field fires 
in several regions. But, nature came to the rescue a week into 
October with a welcome rain that provided just enough moisture 
to end the fire danger but not delay combining.

“That rain was huge,” said Gross, who is vice president of the 
South Dakota Corn Growers Association. “We needed it to stop 
the fires.”

The three dry weeks that followed were ideal for field work, 
and South Dakota farmers took advantage.

By the end of October, more than 85 percent of the state’s 
corn had been harvested. That mark was well ahead of the 
five-year average of 47 percent, the South Dakota office of the 
National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) reported.

The state is on track to harvest its second-largest corn 
crop on record. In the NASS Oct. 1 report, South Dakota’s 

corn production was forecast at 667.2 million bushels, 
well above last year’s 569.7 million bushels. The 

expected average yield is 139 bushels per 
acre. Nationally, 
the forecast is for 
a harvest of 12.4 

billion bushels, which 
would be the 

Golden Glory
south dakotans make quick work in harvesting  what’s expected to be second-largest corn crop

A combine mows   through a corn field on Mark Bottolfson’s farm near Vermillion
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Golden Glory
south dakotans make quick work in harvesting  what’s expected to be second-largest corn crop

fourth-largest year on record.
Chad Blindauer of Mitchell, president of the South Dakota 

Corn Utilization Council (SDCUC), said most of the reports he’s 
heard from around the state are positive.

“I’m hearing of some awfully good yields, and from different 
areas of the state,” Blindauer said. “I’d say it will be a pretty good 
crop overall when the final numbers come in, for South Dakota 
anyway.”

The western part of the state’s corn belt was a highlight 
this season. That region typically lacks moisture, but it didn’t 
this year.

Unfortunately for Blindauer, his farmland didn’t fare as well 
as many others. Spring flooding prevented him from planting 45 
percent of his ground. The corn he was able to raise turned out 
“okay,” he said. His yields are down slightly from last year, thanks 
in part to a late-season dry spell.

“I’m disappointed we didn’t get more planted with prices the 
way they are,” he said.

Blindauer’s soybean yields also were down because of a 
combination of late planting, dry August weather and an early 
frost.

Steve Domm, general manager of Fremar LLC, which 
operates a number of grain elevators, said this has been a very 
productive year in Fremar’s service area, which reaches from 
Sioux Falls to Mitchell and from Highway 34 to the Nebraska 
border.

“It was a phenomenal year for the corn guys,” he said. 
“For all the struggles farmers had getting the crop in, it really 

worked out well.”
Domm said the corn is excellent quality, has high test 

weights, is dry and produced “phenomenal yields.” There weren’t 
as many drowned-out patches.

Soybeans that were planted early were excellent, but those 
that were planted late ran out of moisture, then were hurt by frost 
and were somewhat disappointing, he said. “Everyone suffered 
from dry bean syndrome.”

A combine mows   through a corn field on Mark Bottolfson’s farm near Vermillion

Continued on page 12

Brian Smith of Montrose gets ready to make another 
round in a field he rents south of Humboldt.
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Harvest 2011
Weather provides ideal finish to a season that  included flooding, dry spell and field fires

Continued from page 11     Marty Gilbertson, who farms near Vermillion with his uncle 
Roger, finished harvesting Oct. 25 and started doing some tilling.

“In Clay County, we were as wet as anybody in the state,” Gilbertson said. “Now it’s 
nice and dry, and we’re getting a lot done. As wet as it was last fall, I think somebody 
owed us one.”

Excess spring rains forced the Gilbertsons to replant about one-third of their corn acres. 
“Then a lot of it got drowned out again. But overall, we were pleasantly surprised 

with our overall yield,” he said. “It’s not what I had hoped it would be, but we’ll take it. 
Some of my friends aren’t as fortunate. They had really rough years. If we had had a drier 
spring so the crop would have emerged right, we were set up for a very, very good crop 
and yield average.”

With drowned-out areas taking a toll, the Gilbertsons’ corn crop averaged about 120 
bushels per acre. Their best areas yielded 180 to 200 bushels. 

Gilbertson said his beans were a similar story – some were 
really good and some were really bad.

Mark Bottolfson, who farms with his brother Jay near 
Vermillion, also experienced highs and lows.

“Our corn was kind of all over the board. Some was pretty 
good, some was poor from the wet weather early in the spring, 
and some was in between, too,” he said. “Some yielded 200-plus, 
and then we had yields of 15 to 20 bushels in drowned-out areas. 
We had some ground we didn’t get planted. For the most part, 
with the corn we had in, the yield was pretty decent.”

Bottolfson appreciated the cooperative fall weather after 
two wet autumns when it was difficult to get in a field without 
getting stuck. With the help of his dad, Richard, his son Blaine 
and his future son-in-law Kyle Hubert, the harvest and tilling 
have gone well.

“I don’t think we ever stopped during our corn harvest. It 

Marty, Roger and Milo Gilbertson are at work unloading corn from a combine to a semi-trailer on their farm near Vermillion. 

Milo Gilbertson mans the combine.

Workers and family members take a break to eat goulash, 
sandwiches and cupcakes during harvest at the Mark Gross farm.
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Harvest 2011
Weather provides ideal finish to a season that  included flooding, dry spell and field fires

went pretty smoothly,” Bottolfson said. “The quality of the corn was all pretty good. We 
had to do a little bit of drying, but most of it was around 15 (percent moisture) coming 
right out of the field. Our wettest corn was 181/2 or 19.”

Bottolfson said his overall soybean yields were down a little because of the wet 
spring followed by a dry stretch in the summer.

Gross, whose farm has been in the family since 1882, said heat and dry weather 
took a bit of a toll on some of his fields, but it was a good year.

“As a whole, I’m very, very happy,” he said. “We have a lot of lighter ground so I get 
hurt more in a dry year. This was a perfect spring for my kind of soil.”

Gross said the several weeks of dry weather that followed the needed rainfall made 
for a nice harvest. Everything went smoothly except for a tire puncture that was caused 
by a deer antler.  He gave credit to his “very good, dedicated full-time help.” Using two 
combines, two tractors pulling grain carts, and a small fleet of semi-trucks, he and his 
hired crew made quick work of the fields.

There was no time for rest.

The sun sets on the Mark Gross farm near Bridgewater, but work will continue until midnight.

Leon Struck of Montrose, a full-
time hired hand, hauls a grain cart 

full of corn for Brian Smith.

Chad Blindauer operates his combine on rented land near Mitchell.



Decrease in demand a real concern 
2012 crop input costs increase, along with profit  margin opportunities

By Steve Johnson
Farm and ag business  
management specialist
Iowa State University

While most producers are 
concerned with their 
shrinking 2011 corn crop 

potential, keeping your focus on 
profit margins for 
2012 is advised. 
Trying to pick the 
highest price and 
sell all your crops at 

that price seems futile.
Besides, it’s net revenue – yield times 

prices minus total costs – that will determine if 
you made money from your corn and soybean 
crops.

Consider making consistent pre-harvest 
sales with the consideration of your 2012 
profit margins. While input costs are expected 
to rise, plugging in 2012 harvest prices 
available today is already providing attractive 
margins. 

Iowa State University Extension economist 
Mike Duffy released early estimates for 2012 
crop costs in July to assist farm operators and 
landlords in cash rent negotiations. Duffy’s 
expectations are that non-land costs for 2012 will increase 
approximately 15 percent over those realized in 2011, led by 
higher fertilizer, fuel, seed 
and crop protection costs.

Iowa State cost 
estimates are made 
according to crop rotation 
and displayed as four 
different categories: land, 
crop inputs, machinery 
and labor. The first chart 
is for a rotation of corn 
following soybeans, 
and three different yield 
expectations: 160 bushels 
per acre, 180 bushels 
and 200 bushels. Costs 
are then assigned based 
on these expected yield 
levels.

These particular cost 
estimates are for a corn-
following-soybean rotation 
for conventional tillage. 
Note that increasing yield 

expectations also carry a higher cash rent equivalent – values 
that range from $222 to $296 per acre.

Using the middle column of the bar chart (180 bushels 
per acre corn yield) would have a total cost estimated at 
$796 per acre or $4.42 per bushel. Note that the cash 
rent equivalent used was $258 per acre and serves to help 
estimate the cost for producing 180 bushels per acre corn in 
2012. The marketplace will set the cash rental rates on tillable 
farmland.

Many cash rental rates for 2012 are still 
being established between landlords and 
tenants. An August report from a private 
survey of professional farm managers in 
Iowa, Minnesota and Illinois found that 
$400 cash rents will be commonplace in 
those states in 2012 on highly productive 
land. Increases of 10 percent to 20 percent 
were thought to be common, depending 
on when the lease terms were established.

Many farmers own their land or 
have multi-year land rental agreements. 
Some have already locked in fertilizer for 
application this fall at prices much lower 
than those available today. Farmers who 
control the land and have fertilizer prices 
locked in have already established two 
of the largest and most important crop 
production costs for 2012. These two prices 
added together for land and fertilizer likely 

represent nearly 50 percent of the total costs. 
The ability to now lock in a cash sales price on a portion 

Steve Johnson

 
 Source: Mike Duffy, Iowa State University Extension Economics, July 2011 

“The ability to 
now lock in a 

cash sales price 
on a portion of 
the 2012 crop 

has the potential 
for a positive 

profit margin.” 
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2012 crop input costs increase, along with profit  margin opportunities

The South Dakota Corn Growers Association is 
partnering with Farm Credit Services of America and 
the South Dakota Corn Utilization Council to deliver 
the first round of “GrowingOn 2012,” a series of 
educational seminars for farmers.

Steve Johnson, an Iowa State University specialist 
who is well-known and respected among the 
agricultural industry, will be the featured presenter 
at seminars in six South Dakota communities Nov. 
30 through Dec. 6. Johnson’s presentation is titled, 
“Managing Crop Risks in Volatile Times.”

Johnson, a farm and ag business management 
field specialist, is an expert in marketing, risk 
management, decision tools and business planning. 
Among the topics he’ll cover at GrowingOn:
•   Crop market price and input cost outlook
•   Impact of U.S. and global economies
•   Influence of the outside markets and commodity 

fund investors
•   Use of crop insurance with marketing strategies 

and tools
•   Prospects for the 2012 farm bill

ThE SChEDUlE:
Nov. 30:   Aberdeen – Dakota Event Center 

Registration: 11:30 am 
Meal: 12:00 noon Meeting: 1:00 pm

Nov. 30:   Watertown – Watertown Event Center 
Registration: 5:30 pm 
Meal: 6:00 pm Meeting: 7:00 pm

Dec. 1:   huron – huron Event Center 
Registration: 11:30 am 
Meal: 12:00 noon Meeting: 1:00 pm

Dec. 1:   Mitchell – MTI Technology Center 
Registration: 6:00 pm 
Meal: 6:00 pm Meeting: 7:00 pm

Dec. 2:   Yankton – National Field Armory 
Registration: 10:00 am 
Meal: after meeting Meeting: 10:30 am

Dec. 6:   Sioux Falls –  
Sioux Falls Convention Center 
Registration: 5:30 pm 
Meal: 5:30 pm Meeting: 6:30 pm

MARK YOUR CAlENDAR
GrowingOn Part II will feature Kevin Kimberley 

on Feb. 13 at the Watertown Event Center, Feb. 14 
and 15 at the Sioux Falls Convention Center, and Feb. 
16 at the Dakota Event Center in Aberdeen.

GrowinGon 2012 
Part 1

 
 Crop revenue is based on 180 bushels per acre at $6 a bushel, plus $23 in Direct Pay- 
 ments. Costs include $358 for inputs, $258 for land, $150 for machinery, $30 for labor. 
 Source: Mike Duffy, Steve Johnson, ISU Extension Economics, July 2011 

of the 2012 crop has the potential for a positive margin. With 
December 2012 corn futures trading over $6.65 per bushel in 
late August, a harvest cash price of $6 per bushel is available at 
many elevators, processors and river terminals in the Corn Belt. A 
comparison of crop costs, crop revenue and margin per acre can 
now be made.

The assumption in the second chart is that cash corn prices 
average $6 per bushel. Using the 180 bushels-per-acre yield 
estimate and a direct payment from the government of $23 per 
acre, the crop revenue totals more than $1,100 per acre. The 
margin is calculated by subtracting the total costs of $796 per acre 
from this $1,100 crop revenue. The difference is over $300 per 
acre and more than 38 percent return above the total costs.

Those farmers who are margin managers will likely tie 
production and pricing decisions together for 2012. Current corn 
futures prices and cost levels suggest it is possible to lock in profits 
on at least a portion of the acres to be planted to corn in 2012.

Additional considerations might focus on hedging corn 
futures versus committing a larger number of bushels to delivery 
usually through the use of forward cash or hedge-to-arrive 
contracts. 

Also the use of crop insurance products to be used in 2012 
should be a consideration. While the projected price will not be 
determined until the month of February 2012, the use of revenue 
protection at higher levels of coverage (75 percent or greater) 
should be considered.

Managing margins is nothing new to row crop farmers, but 
the increased risk of these high crop prices is that they might 
lead to a decrease in demand – a very real concern for 2012. As 
nearby 2011 corn futures prices approached $8 per bushel, you 
could expect demand to decline, especially the demand for corn 
fed by U.S. livestock producers. This demand could be slow to 
return in the short run and have a negative impact on 2012 price 
prospects.
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SDCUC funds help ag students
18 at SDSU receive Jackrabbit guarantee  Scholarships

Eighteen South Dakota State University students have received scholarships from the South 
Dakota Corn Utilization Council this school year.

The Jackrabbit Guarantee Scholarships provide each student with $1,000 annually 
for four years. An incoming freshman must have an ACT score of at least 24 to qualify for the 
scholarship. Recipients must maintain a grade point average of at least 2.5 and enroll in at least 
30 credits each year.

The recipients were honored at the Ag-Bio Scholarship Banquet.
Recipients not pictured: Brittany Berndt, microbiology major from White; Clay Hutchinson, 

ag and resource economics major from White River; John Waring, ag and resource economics 
major from Ree Heights.
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 From left: Barry Dunn, dean of the SDSU College 
of Ag and Biological Sciences; Ashley Tonak, ag 
education, communications and leadership major 
from Willow Lake; Justin Vanneman, ag business major 
from Ideal; Philip Warkenthien, general ag major from 
Willow Lake; Chad Blindauer, president of the SDCUC.

 From left: 
Austin Bushong, 
biotechnology 
major from Tulare; 
Amanda Buus, ag 
education major from 
Lennox; Tate Griebel, 
horticulture major from 
Sioux Falls; Kathryn 
Haak, ag education 
major from Howard.

 From left: Paige Hermanson, agronomy major from Doland; Nicholas 
Jorgensen, ag business major from Ideal; Andrew Kappes, agronomy major 
from Groton; Kaylee King, microbiology major from Brookings.



SDCUC funds help ag students
18 at SDSU receive Jackrabbit guarantee  Scholarships

The South Dakota Corn Utilization Council (SDCUC) 
commemorated the final year of a $1.2 million commitment to 
South Dakota State University with a check presentation at half 

time of the Sept. 3 Cereal Bowl in Brookings.
“We have a long-

standing partnership 
with our state’s land-
grant university,” 
SDCUC President 
Chad Blindauer of 
Mitchell said. “SDSU 
research has provided 
sound, scientific 
answers to agricultural 
issues for South 
Dakota producers. 
The Cereal Bowl is a 
time to showcase our 
strong relationship.”

The funds 
committed by SDCUC 
are raised by South 
Dakota farmers 

through a corn check-off program. Money is committed to research 
on agriculture’s carbon footprint and water issues. This year alone, 
$250,000 is designated specifically for research.

Additional earmarks include $75,000 to the Dakota Lakes Research 
Farm near Pierre, $80,000 to fund a commodity marketing position at 
SDSU, and $30,000 in scholarship money for the College of Agriculture 
and Biological Sciences.  

In addition, SDCUC also has endowed $2 million toward the dean’s 
chair at the College of Agriculture and Biological Sciences.

South Dakota Corn Growers Association members celebrated the 
occasion at a tailgating barbecue north of Coughlin Alumni Stadium 
before the game between South Dakota State University and Southern 
Utah. Commodity groups were recognized on the field at half time for 
their contributions to SDSU.

In addition to the South Dakota Corn Utilization Council, other 
groups that were recognized were the South Dakota Soybean Research 
and Promotion Council, South Dakota Oilseeds Council, the South 
Dakota Wheat Commission and the South Dakota Crop Improvement 
Association/South 
Dakota Foundation 
Seeds.

South Dakota 
Corn Growers 

Association members 
file through the food 

line at a tailgating 
party sponsored by 
the SDCUC before 

the Cereal Bowl.

Corn Growers commemorate  
$1.2 million initiative at SDSU

SDCUC President Chad Blindauer (right) 
presents a check to David Chicoine, South 
Dakota State University’s president, during 
halftime of the SDSU Cereal Bowl game vs. 
Southern Utah.
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 From left: Scott Krogstad, ag 
systems technology major from 
Baltic; Alyssa McDonald, animal 
science and pre-veterinary 
science major from Sioux Falls; 
Russell Ransburgh, biology 
and microbiology major from 
Rapid City; James Schwader, ag 
business major from Howard.



18  South Dakota Corn Council Review

Taiwan signs purchasing plans
Taiwan intends to 

import between $2.5 
billion and $3.4 billion 
in U.S. corn over the 
next two years.

In late September, the U.S. Grains Council 
and Taiwan’s Feed Industry Association 
participated in signing ceremonies that 
solidified Taiwan’s purchasing intentions 
through the 2012 and 2013 calendar years. 

The letter of intent was evidence of a 
U.S. commitment to strengthening trade 
ties and maintaining a well-established 
partnership with the Southeast Asia 
nation. 

Bills call for large increase 
in flex-fuel vehicles

Nearly five months after the Open Fuel 
Standard Act was introduced in the U.S. 
House of Representatives, two senators 
introduced a similar bill in the Senate.

Sens. Maria Cantwell, D-Wash., and 
Dick Lugar, R-Ind., introduced a bill in 
late September that calls for 80 percent 

of vehicles produced to be flex-fuel capable by 2018. 
Last May, Rep. John Shimkus, R-Ill., and three co-

sponsors introduced the Open Fuel Standard, which would 
require auto manufacturers to make 95 percent of the 
vehicles they produce flex-fuel capable by 2017. 

        a look at the latest happenings
News Briefs

NASCAR vehicles surpass  

one million miles on E15

NASCAR announced in late 

September that its ra
cing vehicles 

had racked up more than one 

million miles of driving this year 

while using E15 fuel.

The use of Sunoco Green E15 in NASCAR’s Sprint Cup Series, 

Nationwide Series and Camping World Truck Series demonstrates 

the high performance of mid-level ethanol blends.

“Farmers across America have been using ethanol fuel in 

engines, large and small, successfully for decades and NASCAR’s 

move to Sunoco Green E15 has thrown public acceptance into a 

higher gear,” said Bart Schott, who was president of the National 

Corn Growers Association at the time. “E15 is performing like 

champ in the most rigorous driving conditions on the planet and 

that’s good news for everyone who supports renewable fuels.” 

Mike Lynch, managing director of green innovation for 

NASCAR, said the racing association conducted an extensive 

analysis of E15 before making the switch, and the successful 

transition validates its u
se as a high-performance racing fuel. 

“NASCAR is proud to use this American-made product 

because it creates American jobs while also reducing harmful 

emissions,” Ly
nch said.

NASCAR’s switch to the new fuel was borne out of a 

partnership with American Ethanol, established by Growth 

Energy in partnership with the National Corn Growers 

Association. State associations, including South Dakota’s, 

contributed funding.

Gevo awarded $5 million;

isobutanol does well in tests

Gevo Inc., which is retrofitting two area 

ethanol plants to produce isobutanol, received

two pieces of good 
news recently.First of all, the 

company received a 
$5 million grant from the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture to develop biojet fuel from woody 

biomass and forest product residues.

Then, a few weeks later, tests by the Outdoor 

Power Equipment Institute and Briggs & Stratton 

showed that gasoline blended with isobutanol 

maintains horsepower and torque levels and 

doesn’t cause an irregular or unstable engine or 

performance issues.“We need to be open to a biofuel that can 

perform reliably in the millions of products on the 

market—lawnmowers, chainsaws, motorcycles, 

snowmobiles, ATVs and UTVs, boats and older 

cars,” said Kris Kiser, president and CEO of OPEI.

The Colorado-based company is retrofitting 

the Redfield Energy ethanol plant and also a 

plant at Luverne, Minn. Isobutanol can be used in 

plastics, synthetic rubber, motor fuel and solvents.
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Renewable energy campaign rolls on
Group brings Freedom bus, film, anti-oil message

A small group of environmentalists stopped in South 
Dakota on Sept. 18 and 19 during a coast-to-coast trip 
to spread a message that Americans need to reduce 

their dependence on foreign oil by turning to more ethanol 
and other renewable energy sources.

The group is headed by husband-and-wife filmmakers 
Josh and Rebecca Tickell, who screened their documentary 
film, “Freedom,” during stops in Watertown and Sioux Falls. 
Traveling in a  decommissioned school bus that runs on 
E85 and is equipped with solar panels, the Tickells and their 
traveling party were at the 
halfway point of a 15,000-
mile, 50-city journey to 
teach people the benefits 
of alternative energy.

During a stop at 
Augustana College, Josh 
Tickell wore a T-shirt that 
proclaimed, “No beaches 
have been closed due 
to ethanol spills.” The 
film reveals that ethanol 
produces much more 
energy than it uses, that it 
doesn’t take away food from people, that it emits less greenhouse 
gas than gasoline and that it creates jobs.

 “There are a lot of myths,” he said. “There is a tremendous 
misinformation campaign by the oil industry.”

He said the film has gotten a positive response at the various 
screenings.

“People walk away inspired. They tend to love the film, even 
on the Left Coast,” he said. “It got standing ovations at Berkeley 
and L.A.”

The Tickells started filming last October. Parts of the film 
were done in South Dakota, including an opening shot of Mount 
Rushmore. The finished product is a 90-minute documentary that 
includes commentary from former U.S. Speaker Newt Gingrich 
and retired Gen. Wesley Clark, who is co-chairman of Growth 
Energy.

During the stops, people could tour the Freedom Bus, a 1988 
BlueBird that was modified to run on E85. The bus has 19 solar 
panels that generate electricity for the interior, including a high-
tech learning lab. A third power source is a biodiesel generator 
that doesn’t have to be used much, said Boise Thomas, tour 
captain.  Those who visit the bus also can buy E85 conversion kits.

Thomas said the group has found that there is a lack of 
knowledge about ethanol.

“We get an email every day from someone who has a flex-
fuel vehicle and doesn’t know what that is,” Thomas said. “The 
coasts don’t know much about ethanol or E85. In Venice, Calif., 
they only have one E85 pump. Even in the Midwest, we get some 
elementary questions.”

Thomas said it’s ironic that the United States exports ethanol 

while importing oil. Each day, a Saudi freighter transporting oil to 
the U.S. meets a U.S. freighter hauling ethanol to a foreign nation, 
he said.

The film screenings have drawn crowds as large as 600 and 
as small as 16. More than 250 people attended the Watertown 
screening while the showing at Augustana drew fewer than 100.

The Tickells produced a previous documentary, “Fuel,” about 
alternative clean energy. That film took an unfavorable position 
toward ethanol.

Addressing that previous stance, Rebecca Tickell said she and 
her husband initially had been misinformed about ethanol, and 
they were willing to admit they were wrong.

“We were environmentalists not in favor of ethanol,” Rebecca 
Tickell said. “Our eyes were opened. I apologize as a former 
ethanol hater. I was misinformed.”

She said the new film, which takes a positive stance in favor 
of ethanol, received a standing ovation from a Seattle crowd 
composed primarily of people who opposed corn-based ethanol.  
The Tickells witnessed “a transformation before our eyes.”

In order to uncover the truth, the Tickells challenged 
assumptions about ethanol and corn, and traveled the country 
to conduct interviews. The film shows that much of what was 
accepted as fact was part of a campaign to discredit ethanol.

Above: Filmmakers Josh and Rebecca Tickell 
brought their “Freedom” bus and film to South 
Dakota on a nationwide trek to spread their 
message, which includes the benefits of ethanol 
and the problems with oil.

Above left: Freedom bus tour captain Boise 
Thomas shares information about the Freedom bus with (from 
left) Ezra Thompson, an Augustana College junior; Jared Goplen, 
Augustana senior; Ali Lammers, Augustana sophomore and Mike 
Czmowski, South Dakota State University senior. The bus runs on 
E85 and has 19 solar panels that power the interior.
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Rail line project proposed
Sd Corn supports expansion west of chamberlain

The South Dakota Corn Growers Association 
(SDCGA) and Corn Utilization Council 
(SDCUC) have notified the U.S. Department 

of Transportation that they strongly support a rail 
line expansion west of Chamberlain and will commit 
money to the project if it receives a federal grant.

The South Dakota DOT applied for a grant 
to extend the TIGER II project (Mitchell to 
Chamberlain) west of Chamberlain. The proposal 

includes two 
options: a $30.5 
million, 54.5-mile 
expansion to Vivian; 
and a $24.4 million, 
42-mile expansion to 
Presho.

The Corn 
Utilization Council 
will commit $25,000 per year 
over a five-year period toward 
the project, contingent upon 
approval of the DOT grant.

“The upgrade and 
expansion would be a huge 
benefit to farmers, providing 
easier access to markets,” said 

Lisa Richardson, South Dakota Corn’s executive director. As 
grain production and distribution continue to grow, so does 
the need to update and expand infrastructure, including our rail 
systems.

The project would consist of replacing ties and other wood 
structure on the Missouri River Bridge, replacing the 65 lb rail 
with 112 lb rail, replacing defective ties and adding ballast. The 
project is expected to result in the construction of at least one 
more large shuttle facility on the line.  The anticipated benefits to 
local producers include increased prices paid at the elevator and 
decreased trucking distance from the farm.

Over the past 20 years, South Dakota has doubled its corn 
and soybean production, and corn yields are projected to grow 
another 25 percent over the next 10 years.

The project would replace old, worn railroad ties and other 
sections of the Missouri River bridge. Also, 65-pound rail would 
be replaced with 112-pound rail, bringing it up to modern 
standards. The project is likely to lead to construction of at least 
one large shuttle facility.

Nowhere is the need for improved and expanded rail lines 
more evident than in the Northern Plains. Last year, 139 million 
bushels of South Dakota’s 570 million bushels of corn were 
shipped out of state. Exports of distillers grains also are rising 

dramatically.
A key destination for South 

Dakota grain and co-products 
is the Pacific Northwest. The 
distance from Pierre to Seattle is 
1,300 miles.

The proposed project 
likely would boost the state’s 
economy, create jobs and 
provide easier access to markets.  
Additional infrastructure would 
reduce the distance that farmers 
have to truck their grain. 
Benefits would include reduced 
energy use and increased prices 
paid at grain elevators.

“The upgrade 
and expansion 

would be a 
huge benefit to 

farmers, providing 
easier access 
to markets.” 

SDCGA resolutions are due Dec. 7
The South Dakota Corn Growers Association invites our members to submit resolutions 

for the 2012 annual meeting. 
Resolutions must be submitted by Dec. 7. The SDCGA Annual Meeting will be Jan. 7, 

2012 at the Sioux Falls Convention Center.
The resolution process helps the SDCGA establish legislative priorities from the 

grassroots level. Member involvement is imperative for the SDCGA to represent South 
Dakota producers effectively.

You may submit resolutions by accessing the resolutions form at www.sdcorn.org, or 
contact the SDCGA office at 605-334-0100 to request a form.
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Rail line project proposed
Sd Corn supports expansion west of chamberlain

Our shOwplOt
results are in!

check out how various hybrids did at:
http://www.sdcorn.org/page/producers/

sub/showplots

NCGA, BASF to award  
five $1,000 scholarships

The National Corn Growers Association and BASF 
Corp. will again award five $1,000 scholarships to 

undergraduate and graduate students pursuing a degree in 
an agriculture-related field during the 2012-13 school year.

“NCGA understands that to remain successful as 
an industry, it must focus on agricultural education and 
fighting the rural ‘brain drain’,” said Brandon Hunnicutt, 
NCGA’s Grower Services Action Team chairman. 
“This program is an important component of NCGA’s 
commitment to fostering youth in agriculture and to the 
future of our rural communities. It is an investment in the 
future of our industry.” 

Applicants for the NCGA Academic Excellence in 
Agriculture Scholarship Program must be entering at least 
their second undergraduate year or any year of graduate 
study, and they, or a parent or legal guardian, must be an 
NCGA member.

Scholarship applications must be postmarked on or 
before Dec. 9. Scholarship recipients will be selected 
in early 2012. This is the fifth year for the program 
partnership between BASF and NCGA. For complete rules 
and an application packet, go to http://ncga.com/uploads/
useruploads/scholarshipapp2012.pdf.

sdcga is awarded 
rma grant

the U.S. Department of Agriculture has awarded a 
$99,920 grant to the South Dakota Corn Growers 
Association (SDCGA) to provide risk-management 

education through a series of seminars that focus on 
advanced information and training.

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that 
the SDCGA is one of 47 associations, schools, agencies 
and projects to receive funding from the USDA’s Risk 
Management Agency. The grants will support crop 
insurance education and outreach.

“We’re extremely thankful 
that we were selected to receive 
this grant. The money will help our 
association continue to provide 
South Dakota farmers with the  
most comprehensive, up-to-date 
information and training available,” said Teddi Mueller, 
the SDCGA’s legislative and industry affairs director. 
“It’s more important than ever for farmers to keep up 
with changing agricultural technology and policies.”

The SDCGA will partner with Farm Credit Services 
of America and the South Dakota Livestock Foundation 
to use the money to develop six risk management 
seminars and three planter calibration clinics in various 
communities, as well as a risk management session at 
the association’s annual meeting. 

“USDA is committed to diversity, inclusion and 
performance in everything we do, and we need to 
continue to ensure opportunities in agriculture for all 
Americans,” Vilsack said. “Through these partnerships, 
traditionally underserved agricultural producers and 
those in targeted states will receive assistance in 
understanding and using risk management tools.”

The partnerships will provide farmers and ranchers 
access to a complete set of conferences, targeted 
instruction, strategies, and networking opportunities at 
a local level. The programs are designed to help ensure 
that farmers and ranchers effectively manage their risk, 
helping to maintain the nation’s food supply and the 
survival of small farmers with limited resources.

Products containing corn 
are turning up everywhere 
these days. One of the latest 

examples is Arm & Hammer’s 
Essentials cat litter, which 
contains biodegradable 
corn fibers that the 
company 
says absorbs 
two times 
more 
liquid than 
traditional 
cat litter. 

Cats dig corn, too
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Despite recent challenges, 
biotechnology holds the 
answers to world’s needs

Biotechnology is a vital key to feeding a world 
population that’s expected to reach 8 million by 2025. 
But, that doesn’t mean there won’t be hurdles that 

need to be cleared along the way.
For starters, some nations that are targeted by the 

United States as high-potential export markets aren’t sold 
on biotechnology. Then, there’s a concern that insects and 
weeds could develop resistance, over time, to the new 
hybrids that were engineered to resist the insects and weeds.

Both of those have been news topics in recent months.

•  Bunge Ltd., which operates a network of grain 
elevators, rejected Syngenta’s Agrisure Viptera 
corn at all of its locations because China hasn’t 
approved the product. Syngenta sued Bunge, 
arguing that Viptera complies with all U.S. regulatory 
requirements.

A U.S. district judge sided with Bunge, saying the 
company’s decision to reject Viptera corn was a 
legitimate and reasonable business decision. 

Syngenta points out that the trait is approved for 
cultivation in Canada, Argentina and Brazil, and for 
import in the key markets of Australia, Brazil, Canada, 
Japan, Mexico, New Zealand, the Philippines, Korea 
and Taiwan. Syngenta has filed for approval from 
China and expects to receive it in March 2012. China 
is estimated to represent less than 1 percent of total 
U.S. corn exports for 2011, the company said.

•  An Iowa State University entomologist discovered 
that rootworms in four Iowa fields evidently 
evolved to resist the natural pesticide produced by 
a Monsanto Bt hybrid. The problem is in a small 
number of fields and Monsanto says its products 
continue to provide expected levels of rootworm 
control on more than 99 percent of the planted acres 
that use the technology.

Back in 2003, Monsanto became the first company 
to sell rootworm-resistant biotech corn to farmers. 
The seed contains a gene called bacillus thuringiensis, 
or Bt. 

The government requires farmers who plant 
genetically modified corn to create a refuge for the 
insects by planting non-modified corn in part of their 
fields, reducing the chance of creating “superbugs” 
resistant to the toxins in the seed.

Chad Blindauer of Mitchell, president of the South 
Dakota Corn Utilization Council, said there’s concern about 
insects developing a resistance to the Bt corn, especially in 
areas where rootworms are a bigger problem.

 “I typically don’t have much of a rootworm problem 
in my area,” Blindauer said. “You go east, to areas where 
they do have heavy rootworm pressure, and they are really 

concerned. We’ve come to rely on these traits. We have to be 
kind of careful when it comes to possible resistance problems. I 
know the companies are looking into it.”

Blindauer, who serves on the Biotech Committee, said 
producers invest a lot of money when they buy biotech hybrids 
and they expect them to do what they’re advertised to do.

Keith Alverson of Chester, secretary/treasurer of the South 
Dakota Corn Growers Association, said it’s not all that surprising 
that insects might develop a resistance to genetically modified 
seed.

“Nature has its way of doing that,” Alverson said. “That’s 
why the new refuge in a bag and other things are so important.“

William Murphy, administrator of the U.S. Risk 
Management Agency, will be a headline speaker 
at South Dakota Corn’s 26th annual meeting, 

Jan. 7 at the Sioux Falls Convention Center.
This year’s meeting theme is “Winter Wonderland.”

Murphy, who has spent more than 30 
years with RMA, will share insight and 
expertise about crop insurance, 
prevented planting and other programs. 
The agency provides economic 
protection and risk management tools 
for America’s farmers and ranchers.

The Pennsylvania native is a 
graduate of Penn State University with 
a degree in farm management and 

agronomy. He worked several jobs with the RMA before 
serving as acting administrator during the transition to 
the Obama administration and then being appointed 
administrator by Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack in 2009.

As administrator, he also serves as manager of the 
Federal Crop Insurance Corporation Board of Directors.

Other speakers will include Jolene Brown and Mark 
Pearson. The evening entertainment will be “John Mueller’s 
Winter Dance Party,” a tribute to three rock ‘n’ roll 
pioneers.

William Murphy

Annual meeting is right 
around the corner What: Winter Wonderland

When: Jan. 7, 2012

9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Educational seminars

5:30-9:30 p.m. “Winter Dance Party”

Where: Sioux Falls Convention Center
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Jolene Brown - One of the 
premiere professional 
speakers in agriculture, Jolene 
Brown incorporates real-life 
stories into her presentations.  
Her messages often include 
three H’s: Humor, hope and 
helpful ideas. She will share 
insider tools as she strives to help 
her audience become more 

educated and appreciative. Brown, a nationally known 
family business consultant who lives on an Iowa farm, 
talks about generational differences, leadership skills, life 
lessons, business mistakes and team building.  She said 
she has “a fire in my belly for people in agriculture.”

The rootworm resistance might be more likely in fields 
where corn is planted in consecutive years, rather than rotated 
with soybeans or another crop. 

Alverson noted that some certain seed hybrids also seem 
to be more susceptible to green snap, the breakage of corn 
stalks caused by high wind. Green snap is most likely to occur 
when corn ranges in size from knee high to shoulder high 
because it grows fastest during that stage.

With biotechnology traits, one hybrid that works extremely 
well for one farmer might not work well for another, Alverson 
said. 

Despite the challenges, Alverson and Blindauer agree that 

biotechnology has been a huge factor in improving yields and 
meeting growing demands for corn and other grain.

The enhancements enable farmers to meet the needs for 
food, fuel and fiber while using less herbicide and insecticides 
and being better stewards of the land, Alverson said.

Blindauer said biotechnology and genetic selection are 
making a remarkable difference and cited drought-tolerant 
hybrids as another example of enhancements being made.

“We’re relying heavily on technology to get the yields 
we’re getting,” Blindauer said. “It’s getting to the point where 
it’s just second nature. A lot of these things you don’t have to 
worry about any more. They’re just built in.”

Jolene Brown

From top:

Ray Anthony as Ritchie Valens

Jay P. Richardson Jr. as the Big 
Bopper (Richardson’s dad) 

John Mueller as Buddy Holly

“John Mueller’s Winter Dance Party”
The evening entertainment will feature some 

great rock ‘n’ roll hits from the late 1950s as 
John Mueller plays the role of Buddy Holly in this 
musical tribute to three stars who died in a 1959 
plane crash. He will be joined by Jay P. Richardson 
Jr. as the Big Bopper (Richardson’s dad) and Ray 
Anthony as Ritchie Valens. Those three and their 
band will re-create the final tour of Holly, Valens 
and the Big Bopper. The long list of songs from 
that era will include, “That’ll Be The Day,” “Peggy 
Sue,” “Oh Boy,” “Rave On,” “La Bamba” and 
“Chantilly Lace.”

What: Winter Wonderland

When: Jan. 7, 2012

9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Educational seminars

5:30-9:30 p.m. “Winter Dance Party”

Where: Sioux Falls Convention Center

Mark Pearson - Mark Pearson, host 
of the nationally syndicated TV 
program “Market to Market” and 
award-winning reporter, will have 
you learning and laughing as he 
shares his expertise on agriculture, 
the economy, innovation, energy 
and trends. A fifth-generation farmer, 
Pearson raises crops and livestock 
on his Iowa farm. “Market to 

Market” is the longest-running program in public 
television history. Pearson served as assistant secretary 
of agriculture in Iowa and was senior editor of 
Successful Farming magazine. He has a reputation for 
incorporating humor into his presentations.

Mark Pearson
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Calendar of Events
Nov. 30, 2011
Growing On – Part I
Aberdeen

Nov. 30, 2011
Growing On – Part I
Watertown

Dec. 1, 2011
Growing On – Part I
Huron

Dec. 1, 2011
Growing On – Part I
Mitchell

Dec. 2, 2011
Growing On – Part I
Yankton

Dec. 6, 2011
Growing On – Part I
Sioux Falls

Dec. 7, 2011
NCGA Corn Board 
Meeting
St Louis

Dec. 8 & 9, 2011
NCGA Action Team 
Meetings
St Louis

Jan. 7, 2012
SDCGA Annual  
Meeting
Sioux Falls

Jan. 10, 2012
NCGA Corn Board 
Meeting
St. Louis

Jan. 11-12, 2012
Priority & Policy 
Conference
St. Louis

Jan. 22-25, 2012
Syngenta Leadership 
Training
Washington, DC

Feb. 9, 2012
SDCUC Board  
Meeting
Sioux Falls

Feb. 13-16, 2012
USGC Conference
Panama City, Panama

Feb. 23, 2012
SDCGA Board Meeting
Pierre

Feb. 29 - March 3, 2012
Commodity Classic
Nashville, Tenn.

March 6-9, 2012
NCGA Advanced 
Leadership Training
Washington, DC


