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H ello from Oldham! 
The steamy weather we had in July allowed our 

crops to develop quite nicely. Unfortunately, hail coupled 
with strong wind damaged crops in the Yankton area in mid-
August. I hope the rest of the growing season goes well. I 
know there are some dry pockets in the state but it seems as 
if this is the year you need to be careful what you wish for (an 
inch of rain) because you may just get it (4 inches)!

The news that has been in the headlines lately is the talks 
in Washington on cutting the deficit and raising the debt 

ceiling. With both sides of the aisle playing a dangerous game of chicken with the economy 
and the lives of all the people in this country, an agreement was finally reached on both 
issues, at least temporarily. 

The disturbing trend that seemed to come out of these negotiations was having the 
Budget Committee make cuts to agricultural programs rather than giving a baseline number 
to the Agriculture Committee and letting those members decide where and how the cuts 
should be handled. We in agriculture are more than willing to do our part to help with the 
debt crisis but do not want to be singled out when we are only .025% of the total national 
budget. 

One of the programs being considered for cuts is crop insurance. Crop insurance is the 
No. 1 risk management tool that farmers have to use as a safety net and we will fight very 
hard to maintain this program.

An issue that was overshadowed by the debt ceiling talks was the Free Trade 
Agreements with South Korea, Columbia and Panama. We need to have these passed by 
Congress as they will allow us to trade freely without tariffs on a level playing field with 
these countries. We are losing market share of our agricultural products in each of those 
countries because of the delay. Hopefully, when Congress gets back from its August recess, 
it will act on these FTA’s quickly.

In two other matters, we did receive some good news. The first came from the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administration, which considered a regulation that would have 
required anyone driving farm equipment to have a Commercial Driver’s License (CDL). 

This would have been another hardship on producers who rely on help from family 
members (must be 21 to obtain a CDL), extended family members, friends and retired 
individuals who help out during the busy seasons of planting and harvest. After hearing lots 
of negative feedback and concerns from farmers, the FMCSA dropped its plans to pursue the 
regulation.

The other good news, at the state level, is that the Sales Tax Review Committee killed 
two bills that would have repealed exemptions for repair parts and ag inputs. Only four 
committee members voted to repeal the repair parts exemption and only three voted to 
repeal the inputs exemption.

The issue isn’t dead, but this committee won’t recommend repeals.
In visiting with a legislator who serves on the committee, it seems we need to educate 

some of the legislators as well as some of the people in the Department of Revenue who 
seem to think that fertilizer is applied to make your fields look nice, not to increase yields. 

I hope you are doing your part by educating your city friends and relatives about what 
you do on a daily basis to provide the food to this great nation of ours.

Also, as summer winds down, I hope you will take time to attend fairs around the state 
and region.

Thanks for all you do!
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T HREE FREE-TRADE AGREEMENTS  that have been touted 
as an economic and strategic benefit to the United States 

are still pending.
President Obama and Republicans in Congress generally 

concur on the need for free-trade agreements with South 
Korea, Colombia and Panama, but they disagree about who is 
at fault that those pacts haven’t been approved.

The National Corn Growers Association and state 
associations say the agreements are important to help grow 
overseas markets for American agricultural products. The 
agreements are expected to boost U.S. exports significantly, 
especially in agricultural, automotive and commercial 
services sectors.

Obama derided Congress for failing to pass the 
agreements.

“The only thing preventing us from passing these bills 
is the refusal by some in Congress to put country ahead of 
party,” he said at a news conference. 

Senior Republicans have pointed their fingers back at 
the president, arguing that they’ve been waiting for him 
to submit the agreements to Congress so they can vote on 
them.

 “We have made abundantly clear publicly and privately 

that the House is prepared to vote on all three trade 
agreements,” said Kevin Smith, a spokesman for Speaker John 
Boehner. “The only thing holding us up is the fact those trade 
bills are still sitting on the president’s desk.” 

U.S. Sen. John Thune, R-SD, also was critical of the 
president and Democrats who he said blocked debate until 
Obama took office.

“In November 2006, the United States signed a free-
trade agreement with Colombia, paving the way for better 
access to millions of consumers there. This was a big win for 
our trade negotiators — and they followed it up with similar 
agreements with Panama and South Korea in June 2007. And 
then – nothing,” Thune said. “For the deals to go into effect, 
the president must officially submit them to Congress for 
consideration.”

Instead, Thune said, the White House is insisting that the 
agreements must include new spending on an expansion of 
the Trade Adjustment Assistance program.

The three free-trade agreements, which originated with 
the Bush administration, would eliminate tariffs on cross-
border transactions. The U.S. International Trade Commission 
estimates that the agreements would expand exports of 
American goods by about $12 billion a year.

Free trade agreements still awaiting approval
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Federal trade official: 
Exports are an opportunity

THE KEY TO economic success and job creation 
lies in a strong export market, a federal trade of-

ficial said Aug. 24 at the South Dakota Great Plains 
International Trade Association Export Forum in 
Sioux Falls.

Suresh Kumar, assistant secretary of commerce 
for trade promotion and director 
general for the U.S. & Foreign 
Commercial Service, said growth 
of U.S. exports needs to start in 
South Dakota and other rural 
states. Farmers, businesses and 
rural communities are central to 
the nation’s prosperity, he said.

The growth rate of South 
Dakota exports exceeds the 
national rate, but there’s still 
room to improve, Kumar said. 

South Dakota’s exports grew 23 percent during the 
first six months of this year, compared to 18 percent 
at the national level.

Suresh Kumar

Corporate Partner



4 South Dakota Corn Talk

A S AUGUST CAME TO AN END, nearly three-fourths of 
South Dakota’s corn crop and two-thirds of the soybean 

crop were in good to excellent condition, but conditions varied 
considerably in different regions.

The percentage of corn that was dented was well behind 
the five-year average but gaining ground.

Here’s a look at what some South Dakota Corn Growers 
Association members had to say about crops in their regions.

Bryan Jorgensen, Ideal:
Out here in West River, Tripp County and most of the 

Southern West is extraordinarily green. We got 7 to 8 inches of 
rain in August. I’ve been through the Southeast, the Aberdeen 
area and the Northeast, and I wouldn’t trade anyone a corn 
field this year.

I’m guessing there will be a lot of 150 to 160 bushel corn 
around here. And beans should be 40 to 60 bushels, with an 
average around 50. It’s really good. Pastures are green, and 
that’s not normal. A corn crop for us is 100 to 110 bushels; 
that’s exceptionally good. We’ll easily have 140 to 150 this year. 
From 1999 to 2006, it was just a dust bowl out here. Now it 
looks good. The silage corn is dented and they started cutting 

silage late next week (week of Aug. 21). Most other corn is just 
beyond the dent state. An early frost would bring test weights 
down. It’s been an extraordinary year to say the least. 

Matt Bainbridge, Ethan: 
I think the corn will be average or a little below average. 

Some of the ears didn’t fill out well. The crop looked really good 
for a long time, but we had too much heat in July and lost a 
lot of the top end. I think it will below what expectations were, 
less than what we thought it would. It was so hot and we didn’t 
catch any rain in July. A lot of the top end potential drops when 
it’s like that. The corn maturity was way behind until the last 
week in June, and then it exploded and caught up. I think it will 
be ready about the normal time. It should be dry corn, at least.

I don’t think rain is really going to help the corn too much 
more. We missed out on that last rain and it was needed for the 
beans. The soybeans really needed a rain. There’s still a little bit 
of time for them, so hopefully we’ll catch something. They lost 
a little potential. A sizeable rain in the next week or two would 
be a huge benefit to our bean crop. South Dakota is always 
consistently inconsistent.

Frank Kralicek, yankton: 
The corn crop is down from last year, 10 to 15 

percent. It got a little too dry in July and August, 
we were late planting, and it was cool. It was a 
combination of factors. There was a little bit of a 
pollination issue. Last year was a perfect year. It was 
a bumper crop. We will still be above the five-year 
average. It will be an average to above average year. 
The maturity down here is about normal. 

Soybeans are going to be an average yield. They 
were planted a little bit late and are a little behind 
on maturity. They’re filling out and we’re getting 
some rains, what didn’t get hailed on. I’d say we will 
have above the five-year average, but not as good 
as last year. Hail hit Yankton mostly. What it hit was 
bad. It took a few acres out, but hit mostly town and 
residential areas, and fields around the residential 
areas. 

Justin Davis, Ipswich:
The crops are looking pretty good. For the most 

part, corn and beans here are both pretty good. 
The ears filled out well. It will be above average this 
year, I think. It’s kind of spotty when you travel any 
direction from here. You go through spots that look 
like they’re starting to dry up or they have a lack of 

September arrives and most crops are looking pretty good

Neal (left) and Matt Bainbridge of Ethan examine 
ears of corn taken from their fields on Aug. 10.
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September arrives and most crops are looking pretty good

nitrogen from all the moisture we got earlier.
I was out this morning looking at everything, and all the 

soybean pods are filled out. We have enough moisture here 
that we can make it, I think. We’re ready for it to dry up a little. 
I was at Huron and on the way back, west of Redfield the 
cornfields are starting to turn. I don’t know if it was a lack of 
moisture. 

Kurt Stiefvater, Salem: 
After the recent rain, 

we’re sitting in pretty good 
shape in filling soybeans and 
helping the test weight for 
corn. We got 1.4 inches over 
two days. The corn is pretty 
mature. We’re in the final 
stages to filling the kernel. 
We’ll have a good crop, 
average or a little above.

 We don’t have as many 
drowned-out spots as we 
did last year. They’re smaller. 
Last year, we lost 20 to 30 
yards from each pothole and 
that crop wasn’t any good. It 
sat in water too long. Now, 
there’s good corn right up 
to the wet spots. Maturity is 
close to normal. The third cutting of alfalfa was good. Pasture 
conditions are good after the rain.

Kevin Dieter, Faulkton:
We’re not in too bad of shape. We were until about four 

days ago. Then we got 2.5 inches, our first substantial rain in 

quite a while. We were needing it pretty bad. The corn was 
firing, turning brown. The rain came within an hour and a half. 
There was a touch of hail, nothing too bad. The rain was great 
for the beans, good for the corn. It will be about perfect to help 
them finish. Around here, beans average 35 to 40 bushels and it 
looks like they will be normal.

I think the corn is going 
to be average, maybe a little 
below. In July, we hit 100 
degrees for a week straight 
and the wind blew 20 mph. 
Our wheat was pretty poor, 
40-bushel wheat. Normally, 
it’s 60 plus, 60 to 70.  In the 
middle of July, we were dry. 
The best wheat this year was 
50. 

Brian Smith, Montrose:
I’m not looking for a 

record breaking crop, but I’m 
hoping for what we had last 
year. I’m hoping for a 150 to 
160 bushel-per-acre average. 
Last year was 160 to 170. 
We’re seeing ears not filled to 
the tips – certain varieties. We 
know we’ll be a few bushels 

off per acre. Who knows what test weight will be? 
Beans got planted in June and I don’t know how they’ll 

turn out. We got an inch of rain Sunday (Aug. 28) and a little 
Tuesday. I’m hoping our beans will average in the 40s. We’ll still 
have an above-average crop, I think. The rain was timely for 
filling pods. I was getting worried, but this will help. 

This National Corn Growers Association chart shows 
comparisons of corn conditions in 18 states as of Sept. 4. 

The percentage of South Dakota corn considered good to 
excellent dropped from 75 percent on Aug. 21.

Kurt Stiefvater of Salem said a recent rain came at a good time to help crops in his area.

State Crop  Condition

Source: USDA for week ending 9/4/2011



A LTHOUGH CONGRESS has been on recess, a 2012 Farm 
Bill is a growing priority for South Dakota’s two senators 

and lone representative who will try to preserve key programs 
while dealing with a reduced budget.

All three said sacrifices will have to be made. U.S. Sens. 
Tim Johnson and John Thune and U.S. Rep. Kristi Noem have 

been collecting input from their 
constituents so they’re ready to go 
to bat for South Dakota when farm 
bill talks move into high gear.

The South Dakota Corn 
Growers Association (SDCGA) 
is one of many agricultural 
organizations that are working 
with the congressional delegation 
to develop a united cause. Farmers 
are willing to make their fair share 
of sacrifices to help the nation deal 
with its growing debt and deficit 
problems, but don’t want to be hit 
harder than others.

Lisa Richardson, the SDCGA’s 
executive director, said federal 
crop insurance is a critical 
component of the nation’s farm 
bill. Farmers realize there will be 
cuts and changes to federal ag 
programs, but crop insurance is 
the most important program for all 
producers. The program is fiscally 
sound and has never required a 
government bailout.

“Crop insurance the No. 1 
priority,” Richardson said. “It is 
efficient, effective and a program 
that works for all crops.”

Democratic Sen. Johnson 
said he’ll work to preserve key 
components of the farm bill.

 “Particularly given the tough 
budget climate, we need to move 
forward with some common sense 
proposals, including tightening 
payment limitations for our 
farm programs to $250,000 and 

strengthening risk management and conservation programs,” 
Johnson said. “The Senate Agriculture Committee has just 
begun holding hearings on this bill, and I will be working to 
ensure South Dakota’s agricultural community is heard as the 
reauthorization process gets underway.”

Johnson serves on the Senate Appropriations Committee.

Republican Sen. Thune said he wants to hear from South 
Dakota farm and ranch families on how to improve and 
streamline agriculture policy and programs that are in place 
under the 2008 Farm Bill.

“With record federal deficits, we will write the new farm bill 
under historic budget constraints,” Thune said. “It is important 
that every tax dollar dedicated to agriculture programs is spent 
in an efficient and fiscally responsible manner.”

Thune has scheduled stops to collect input in several South 
Dakota communities. He is a member of the Senate Agriculture 
Committee and helped draft the 2008 Farm Bill. Under the 
current farm bill, South Dakota is expected to receive $558,000 
this year and again in 2012.

Sen. Tim Johnson

Sen. John Thune

Rep. Kristi Noem

Farm bil l negotiations loom
Johnson, Thune, Noem turn attention to South Dakotans' biggest needs

Thune, aide collect input  
from state's ag leaders

U.S. SEN. JOHN THUNE and 
his senior advisor Lynn 
Tjeerdsma spent about 90 
minutes picking the brains of 
some of South Dakota’s agri-
cultural leaders Aug. 23 in 
preparation for an immense 
challenge that lies ahead in 
crafting a new farm bill.

“We want to find out 
what people want to see in 
the bill – what’s working and 
what’s not,” Thune (R-SD) told 
a seven-member panel that 
gathered at the South Dakota 
Soybean Association office in 
Sioux Falls. 

The panel of South 
Dakotans: Paul Casper, vice 
president of the Soybean 
Association; Gary Duffy, presi-

dent of the Corn Growers Association; Paul Brandt, president 
of the Pork Producers Council; Caleb Crew, vice president of 
Wheat Inc.; Mary Duvall, communications director for the Farm 
Bureau; Tom Kauer, vice president of Statewide Ag Insurance; 
Jim Sturdevant, director of Poet Project Liberty.

Thune and several staffers held similar information-
gathering meetings in Rapid City and Aberdeen.

Referring to agricultural funding cuts that took place in 
recent years, Thune said the ag budget already “has given at the 
office, so to speak.” He said agriculture will need to tighten its 
belt, but he doesn’t want that to occur in a disproportionate way.

Sen. John Thune and senior 
advisor Lynn Tjeerdsma listen 
to South Dakota agricultural 
leaders’ opinions and ideas for 
the next farm bill.
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Lynn Tjeerdsma, Thune’s agriculture policy advisor, 
collected input last March from about 15 South Dakota 
producers who participated in a roundtable discussion 
sponsored by the South Dakota Corn Growers Association.

Republican Rep. Noem, a member of the House 
Agriculture Committee, has held farm bill listening sessions 
in South Dakota. She said she’ll follow three principles during 
discussions regarding the future of ag policy: reforms are 
necessary; it’s crucial that the nation has a strong energy title; 
and conservation must be strengthened.

“I support allowing for more risk management to give ag 
producers the flexibility they need to make decisions as small-
business owners.  Food production remains a national security 

issue in these unsettled times and therefore we will continue 
to need an adequate safety net for natural disasters such as 
drought and flood,” Noem said. “I will advocate for a good 
conservation title because it is integral in the success of our 
state’s economy.”

 In the case of a disaster affecting yields or prices, crop 
insurance provides farmers with the income needed to settle 
forward contracts, or futures and options positions.

Crop insurance already has helped reduce the federal 
deficit as the industry provided $4 billion of the $6 billion 
reduction it took from the 2011 Standard Reinsurance 
Agreement negotiation, and an additional $6.4 billion from the 
2008 Farm Bill toward deficit reduction.

The single biggest thing he 
heard from panel members, repeat-
ed several times, was that a crop 
insurance program should be the 
top priority.

“Keep crop insurance,” Casper 
said. “That’s our safety net.”

“Crop insurance is our No. 1 
issue,” echoed Duffy. “And farmers do 
pay premiums on it. It’s a graduated 
premium.”

“This is a broken record, I guess,” 
Crew said. “Insurance, insurance, 
insurance.”

Kauer said crop insurance offers 
needed protection for farmers and also 
helps stimulate the economy. He hopes 
that the crop insurance program will 
continue to be delivered by the private 
sector because it didn’t work well when the 
federal government used to handle all of it.

Thune acknowledged the solid 
support for crop insurance among South 
Dakotans but said there will be challenges 
when Congress works on the farm bill.

“Unfortunately, the guys in cotton and 
rice country have a different opinion on 
crop insurance and direct payments,” he 
said. 

Thune said if all farm programs could 
move toward some form of insurance, 
there would be more support nationally.

Most people have a misconception 
where the money in the farm bill goes, 
Thune said. Three-fourths goes to nutrition 
programs, primarily the Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program, commonly 
known as food stamps.

 “A dime out of every dollar from the 
ag budget goes to production agriculture,” 
Thune said. “People assume most of the 
money goes to farmers.”

And at a time of high grain prices, 
people tend to believe that many farm 
programs aren’t needed.

Duffy urged Thune to talk with ag 
lenders. If crop insurance premiums get 
too high, that will affect how much money 
they’ll lend, Duffy said. 

Several panel members spoke in 
support of free trade agreements with 
Colombia, South Korea and Panama.

“We have to get these done,” Duvall 
said.

Duffy said the free trade agreements 
are important to the export market.

“If people are hungry and we have the 

products, we shouldn’t have any 
trouble getting them to them,” he said.

Thune said Congress is ready to 
move on the free trade agreements, 
but is waiting for President Obama.

“The administration needs to 
move on this,” he said. 

Sturdevant spoke in support of 
the USDA Biomass Crop Assistance 
Program, saying it benefits farmers 
directly and creates jobs. The loss 
of BCAP would delay the rollout of 
commercial-scale cellulosic biofuels 
and extend the nation’s reliance on 
foreign oil, he said.

Duffy’s other comments on behalf of 
corn growers: 
•   The extension of the prevented-planting 

provision from three years to four years 
was a welcome modification for flooded 
farmers in the James River Valley. Thune 
and his staff pushed for the extension.

•   The SDCGA is open to the concept 
of creating a hybrid of the Average 
Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) and the 
Supplemental Revenue Assistance 
Payments (SURE) programs. 

•   The world will need 70 percent more 
food by 2050, which means that further 
enhancements to biotechnology are 
needed to ensure that production can 
meet demand.

•   Americans need E15 fuel, blender pumps 
and flex-fuel vehicles. “We need access to 
the market,” Duffy said. “That’s all we’ve 
asked for.”

Sen. John Thune receives input from roundtable panelists 
(from left, seated at the table) Gary Duffy, Jim Sturdevant, 
Tom Kauer, Caleb Crew and Mary Duvall. Other panelists 
were Paul Casper and Paul Brandt.
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 ‘A dime out of every dollar from the ag budget goes to 
production agriculture.’ – U.S. Sen. John Thune
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INSTALLATION OF DRAINAGE TILE in farm fields can reduce 
run-off and erosion while increasing yields, panelists at a 

Dakotafest forum said. 
Discussing drainage issues Aug. 17 in front of an audience 

of 70 people, the six-member panel presented a mostly positive 
outlook on drain tiling while pointing out a few challenges.

Keith Alverson of Chester, secretary/treasurer of the South 
Dakota Corn Growers Association (SDCGA) said drain tiling is 
beneficial both environmentally and economically.

On the environmental side, it reduces runoff and topsoil 
loss. It also reduces ground saturation and allows for more 
reduced-tillage practices. Less fertilizer is needed.

“I like to think of soil as a large sponge,” Alverson said.
On the economic side, productivity increases. Good 

drainage will increase yields 30 to 50 percent, according to 
studies by South Dakota State University and the University 
of Minnesota. That can result in additional revenue of $300 to 
$700 per acre, “an extremely fast return on your investment,” 
Alverson said.

Wayne Smith, the South Dakota Farm Bureau’s director 
of field services, said the phosphorus level of runoff is higher 
when it runs off the soil surface than when the water drains 
through tile. With tile, phosphorus levels are so low that “they’re 
hardly detectable.”

Smith said the lay of the land should be studied before a 
tile system is designed so it’s most beneficial. Shutoff valves 
help with management of drainage systems. He prefers 
that South Dakotans don’t use open outlets because those 

eliminate the filtering benefits. 
Chris Hay of the South Dakota 

State University Agricultural & 
Biosystems Engineering department, 
said the drain-tiling benefits for 
producers include more timely 
planting and less water stress. The 
effects on water quality are “kind of a 
mixed bag,” he said. 

Conservation drainage methods will retain the advantages 
of drainage while minimizing nitrogen runoff and increasing 
environmental benefits, Hay said. The diversion of water 
through wood chips can result in a 30 to 70 percent reduction 
in nitrates.

“There are several options out there,” Hay said. “Think about 
production goals, but also about environmental goals. Look at 
conservation practices.” 

Dennis Todey, an SDSU Extension climatologist, said the 
drain-tiling demand has grown dramatically the past couple 
of years because of a large increase in precipitation and a 
reduction in high temperatures, resulting in less evaporation.

Todey said 2008, 2009 and 2010 combined for the wettest 
three-year period on record in South Dakota. Precipitation has 
increased since the 1930s and he doesn’t see that shifting in 
the near future.

“That’s leading to the problems we’re having,” Todey said. 
“Things we thought we knew 30 years ago are changing now.”

Jay Gilbertson, manager of the East Dakota Water 
Development District, said drain tiling’s impact 
on fields is almost 100 percent positive, but there 
can be negative effects within the watershed and 
county levels. As drain tiling increases, rivers and 
streams tend to stay full longer. If a river is full, 
where does rain water go?

“Water doesn’t just disappear. If you don’t 
want it, you have to make sure there’s a place for 
it,” Gilbertson said. “That’s not necessarily a reason 
not to do it, but it’s a consideration. Chances are 
good your neighbor won’t want it either.”

He said research in Minnesota shows that 

Dakotafest panelists discuss 
drain ti l ing benefits, concerns
'Think about production goals, but also about 
environmental goals,' SDSU specialist says

Rolls of drain tile, like these made by Prinsco, 
are getting harder to find because of high 
demand. The company manufactures 
tile at its plant in Beresford.
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drainage of cleaner water might increase river-channel erosion. 
Water “starts looking for stuff to carry.”

Gilbertson said 14 of the state’s 66 counties have drainage 
permit systems. Three dropped their systems and several are 
considering dropping theirs. Drainage can pit neighbor vs. 
neighbor, with the issue winding up in court.

State Conservationist Janet Oertly of the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) said drain tiling has 
many benefits, but people need to consider the impact on the 
watershed.

“The practice has both pros and cons. Keep in mind where 
the water will go,” Oertly said. “What is the impact? Always look 
downstream when you consider 
tiling because you may be 
downstream from someone who’s 
thinking of doing it, and you’d like 
to know what they’re doing.”

Excess water could affect 
county and township roads, 
she said. Also, nitrogen and 
phosphorus runoff is blamed for 
contributing to a Gulf of Mexico 
dead zone. 

The NRCS has been 
overwhelmed with requests for 
drain-tiling permits and has a 
backlog of locations awaiting 
official wetland determinations 
from its specialists.

If land owners install drain tile without NRCS approval, that 
could disqualify them from participating in various Department 
of Agriculture programs. However, it wouldn’t exclude them 
from crop insurance participation. Up until 1996, draining 
without an NRCS permit would eliminate crop insurance 
eligibility, but that is no longer the case.

Tile suppliers have had a difficult time keeping up with 
demand, too, and area installers said they’ve booked huge 

numbers of installations that they’ll begin after crops are 
harvested.

Prinsco, a Beresford company that manufactures drainage 
tile, is seeing an all-time high demand, dispatcher Brian 
Anderson said by telephone. The company added Saturday 

work shifts and hired additional 
truckers.

“We had a record year last 
year. And we’re ahead of last year,” 
Anderson said. 

The highest demand is for tile 
that’s between 3 inches and 12 inches 
in diameter.

Hay estimated the cost of drain 
tiling at $400 an acre if a farmer does 
it himself and $700 an acre contracted 
through a private company.

Smith believes the current drain 
tile demand is just “the tip of the 
iceberg.”

“I think there will be a lot more 
over the next five years,” he said. 

Alverson recommends that farmers stay in contact with 
the NRCS and also share their drainage plans with neighbors so 
they understand what work will be done and why.

“They usually understand,” he said.
Hay encourages people not to use surface intakes. And 

like other panelists, he recommends being upfront with other 
landowners.

“Good drainage,” he said, “starts with good neighbors.”

Panelists in a forum at Dakotafest discuss drainage issues. 
From left: Chris Hay of SDSU, Dennis Todey of SDSU, Jay 

Gilbertson of the East Dakota Water Development District, 
Wayne Smith of the South Dakota Farm Bureau, Keith Alverson 

of the South Dakota Corn Growers Association, and Janet 
Oertly of the Natural Resources Conservation Service .

Dakotafest panelists discuss 
drain ti l ing benefits, concerns

Drain tile is installed in a farm field (Pinsco file photo).
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NCGA, Illinois congressman 
talk farm bill priorities

The naTional corn growers association held 
a news conference aug. 30 with U.s. rep. Bobby 

schilling (r- ill.) at the Farm Progress show in Decatur, ill., 
highlighting preparations for the 2012 farm bill in light of 

the looming debt crisis.
ncga leaders focused 

on the priorities for corn 
farmers regarding the need 
for a substantive safety 
net in today’s volatile 
economic environment and 
stressed the importance of 
public-private partnership 
crop insurance programs. 
schilling is a member of 
the house committee on 
agriculture. 

“The farm bill provides critical assistance to 
farmers when they face a loss due to adverse weather 
conditions, crop disease and volatile commodity 
markets,” said ncga First Vice President garry niemeyer 
of auburn, ill. “as congress begins preparations for the 
2012 farm bill, we want to make sure they understand 
the importance of effective risk management tools for 
our nation’s farmers that will have the ability to protect 
against revenue losses due to circumstances beyond our 
control.”

ncga’s highest policy objective for the next farm 
bill is development of an effective, affordable crop 
insurance program. To improve existing programs, 
ncga advocates that the risk Management agency 
implement recommendations of an independent review 
team that would result in premiums better reflecting the 
losses that have been experienced over the past decade.

as crop insurance does still leave gaps in the farm 
safety net, ncga also supports revenue-based programs, 
such as the average crop revenue election Program.

Crop insurance methodology changing
The Risk Management Agency is revising 

its crop insurance rating methodology with 
the intent of having changes take effect for 

corn and soybean policies in 2012.

Although changes aren’t completed, the revision 
could result in lower rates for some corn producers.

Rep. Schilling speaks at 
the 2011 Farm Progress 

Show in Decatur, Ill.
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Blindauer: Biotechnology made me a better farmer
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A S DEMAND FOR CORN and other crops continues to 
grow, farmers are meeting the challenge through the use 

of biotech crop varieties. 
A report published by the International Service for the 

Acquisition of Agri-biotech Applications shows that biotech 
acreage increased by 34.6 million acres, or roughly 10 percent, 
between 2009 and 2010.

“Biotechnology has helped me produce more corn more 
consistently,” said Chad Blindauer of Mitchell, chairman of 
the National Corn Growers Association’s Trade Policy and 
Biotechnology Action Team. “It has helped me become a better 
farmer, a more efficient farmer, and I believe that is why we’ve 

seen biotech crops adopted at such a rapid rate not only here 
in the United States, but in a couple dozen countries around 
the world.”

In 2010, just 15 years after the first biotech crops were 
commercialized, farmers in 29 countries planted and produced 
biotech crops on 366 million acres.

The report, authored by Clive James, noted that the United 
States leads the way in acres planted at 165 million in 2010, 
followed by Brazil (63 million), Argentina (57 million), India 
(23 million), Canada (22 million), China (9 million), Paraguay 
(6 million), Pakistan (6 million), South Africa (5 million) and 
Uruguay (3 million).

 Crop Insurance
 Grain Marketing/Risk Management
 Agronomy Solutions

866-650-1154
Corporate partner

We are America’s 16th largest lender to 

farmers and ranchers and our insurance 

agents are Farm and Ranch Certified.

Earn morE monEy.
rEducE your risk.

Corporate partner

Your Regional Seed Leader
De Smet, SD www.legendseeds.net - 800-678-3346

Corporate 
partner

Growing Strong. c o r p o r a t e  p a r t n e r

www.fnbsf.com

Corporate
Partner



12 South Dakota Corn Talk

Farmers are doing their best to raise crops,  preserve habitat, help pheasant numbers

F ARMERS DON'T GET much 
credit for growing more and 

more crops to meet the rising 
demand for food, feed, fuel and 
fiber in a world where nearly 16,000 
babies are born every hour.

 And they don’t hear much 
praise for decreasing their use of 
chemicals or for taking steps to 
protect the soil and reduce erosion.

These days, it seems like people 
just want to blame farmers for a 
number of things, such as high 
grocery prices and polluted rivers.

The latest criticism is that 
they’re converting too much 
grassland into fields of corn 
and soybeans. That charge was 
leveled in late August by grassland 
advocates who gathered in Sioux 
Falls for a conference. 

And when the South Dakota 
Game, Fish and Parks Department’s annual pheasant count 
estimated a 46 percent drop in population this year, one of 
several reasons cited was a reduction in Conservation Reserve 
Program acres.

Although CRP acres have declined, South Dakota has 1.16 
million acres enrolled in the program, ranking 10th nationally. 
The state ranks second in Fish, Wildlife and Parks program 
acres with 74,640. It also ranks 10th with 45,800 acres in the 
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program, a voluntary land 
retirement program that protects environmentally sensitive 
land, decreases erosion, restores wildlife habitat and safeguards 

ground and surface water.
South Dakota also has 

163,310 acres in the Grassland 
Reserve Program and 8,700 
acres in the Wetlands 
Reserve Program.

To the GF&P’s credit, it 
did place much of the blame for 
fewer pheasants on a “brutal winter.”

Lisa Richardson, executive director of the South Dakota 
Corn Growers Association (SDCGA), said the state’s farmers are 

doing an exceptional job of taking care of the 
environment while producing enough crops 
to meet continually growing needs. Crops and 
wildlife are both at nature’s mercy.

“Just like the corn crop is affected by 
the weather, so is the pheasant population,” 
Richardson said. “We can co-exist. We need 
nesting habitat, but we also need food.”

South Dakota was bound to have a dip 
in pheasant numbers one of these years. The 
pheasant population has been above 8 million 
for eight consecutive years, numbers that 
hadn’t been seen since the early 1960s.

No matter how many acres are enrolled 
in conservation programs or how well 
conservation practices are followed, weather 
often is the biggest factor in the pheasant 
population.

David Gillen planted peas, lentils and radishes on this ground 
after combining his wheat.

Grass and small trees provide good habitat for pheasants
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Farmers are doing their best to raise crops,  preserve habitat, help pheasant numbers
That was the case in the White 

Lake area this year, said David Gillen, 
a local farmer and member of the 
South Dakota Corn Utilization Council 
(SDCUC) board of directors. In this 
instance, the biggest culprit was 
a 5-inch rain about the time that 
pheasants were hatching, he said.

“Chicks that were a day or two old 
couldn’t handle that,” said Gillen, who 
has a lot of prime hunting ground. “I 
don’t think it’s winter kill, I think it’s the 
wet weather. Pheasants can’t handle 
that much cold and wet weather.”

Gillen said a change in CRP 
acres certainly isn’t to blame in 
his region, which is one of the state’s prime hunting areas. 

Most landowners hunt and also open their land to hunters, so 
they set aside acres that are good for hunting near creeks and 
sloughs. Most of that land isn’t enrolled in CRP. Land owners 

also have planted many acres with trees, he said. One downside 
to the abundance of trees is an overpopulation of deer. 

Gillen has very little land in CRP, but has a lot of grassland. 
He doesn’t receive any federal payments on that land – revenue 

from pheasant hunting covers the land costs in those areas.
“When they did come out with CRP, it did enhance hunting,” 

Gillen said. “The hunting businesses in this area have grown so 
much that there’s less of a need here for CRP.”

Gillen said pheasants like a variety of habitat: corn and 
soybeans, grass areas, and wetlands with cattails. They like to 
be in 3 or 4 acres of grass, not full quarters. Pheasant chicks 
that hatch on a full quarter of grassland are less likely to survive 
because there’s so much growth that they can’t maneuver. Hens 
like to take the chicks to the edge of taller habitat so they can get 
sunshine.

To create additional pheasant habitat and add nutrients to 
his soil, Gillen planted a crop-cover mixture of peas, lentils and 
radishes on his wheat ground immediately after the harvest. 

The past two winters have been rough, Gillen said. Yet, he 

believes winter survival rates were fine, particularly on land with 
shelterbelts. But pheasants don’t do well at finding nests. The 
nests are sometimes too low, and susceptible to water. A one-
inch rain isn’t a problem, but five inches is.

“Weather has a huge, huge impact on the hatch,” he said. 
“One hen will have 14 chicks if it’s in the right environment.”

Gillen said he’s been seeing various sizes of chicks recently. 
Some are older and some are only three inches high. Those won’t 
change color before hunting season.

Hunters walk through the grassland last fall on Gillen’s farm near White Lake. 

South Dakota farmers are long-time 
conservationists with a deep sense of 
responsibility for stewardship of the land. From 
planting food plots and shelterbelts to working 
with the federal Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) and other researchers to help protect 
habitat — we work hard to keep the land, and 
everything on it, as healthy as possible.

Stephanie & Brian Smith
Montrose, South Dakota

WILDLIFE THRIVES
ON HEALTHY, PRODUCTIVE LAND.”

“
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L EARNING ABOUT AGRICULTURE can be a blast.
The big smiles and outward enthusiasm shown 

during the debut of the 
South Dakota Corn Utilization 
Council’s newest project are proof 
of that.

The Amazing Corn Adventure, 
a 24-foot-long trailer filled with 
interactive attractions, was a huge 
hit in its premiere Aug. 13 at the 
Sioux Empire Fair. Hundreds of 
kids and their parents played a 
matching game that taught them 
about products containing corn, 
examined large replicas of corn 
borers and other pests, and learned 
the difference between sweet corn 
and field corn.

A hugely 
popular attraction 
in the trailer is an 
interactive cab. 
Youths can sit in an 
actual tractor cab 
and feel like they 
are driving a tractor. 
A large video 
screen gives them 
a sense that they’re 
planting corn in a 
South Dakota field. 
All of the levers 
have interactive 

buttons so the kids can push one and a farmer will tell them 
what role that lever plays in the operation of the big rig. They 
even get a taste of how GPS works in farming operations.

 “This will be a huge learning opportunity for kids who 
aren’t on the farm,” said Teddi Mueller, legislative and industry 
affairs director for the Corn Growers Association and Corn 
Utilization Council. “This trailer will allow us to bring ag to 
places that ag would never be seen.”

Participants enter one door of the trailer and proceed 
through a presentation that stresses the importance of soil and 
shows them all of the stages of corn. If the impressions that 
the trailer made in its debut are any indication, it’s likely to be a 
popular attraction. 

 “We’re city slickers. We don’t get to see this stuff; we 

don’t have it,” said Sarah Hanson of Sioux Falls, who visited the 
trailer with her 6-year-old daughter, Olivia. “There are some 

fascinating things here.”
The trailer has enough 

features to appeal to a varied 
audience: 2-year-olds, parents 
and even teen-agers. At the Sioux 
Empire Fair, 18-year-old Danya 
Johnson, 16-year-old Alex Rogen 
and 15-year-old Kyler Johnson 
laughed and cheered as they 
conquered a match game.

Among the trailer’s first 
visitors was Jim Woster, a longtime 
South Dakota agricultural 
spokesman.

“In my many years, this is 
the best tool I’ve seen as far 

as educating young people, and probably parents, about 
agriculture. I truly believe that,” he said. “It’s fun and factual. 
There’s tons of information. Mom and Dad were having just as 
much fun as the kids were. I think this is going to be really neat.”

SD Corn's interactive trailer is a big draw   at Sioux Empire Fair
Simulation puts kids in the seat of a tractor that's doing field work

Olivia Hanson peeks at the "most-
wanted" worm, the corn borer.

The Amazing Corn Adventure trailer wowed the crowd.

Danya Johnson,  Alex Rogen and Kyler Johnson 
test their wits with a corn trivia match game
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SD Corn's interactive trailer is a big draw   at Sioux Empire Fair

Woster said he was impressed by the way that the 
interactive presentations draw attention as they teach 
participants just how interesting and important agriculture is.

The trailer’s second public appearance came at the South 
Dakota State Fair. Mueller’s plans include taking the trailer to 
many area schools in coming months.

At a time when school district budgets and resources are 
being cut, the trailer will be one more tool that can be offered 
to students on site, at no cost to schools. Mueller said South 
Dakota Corn is boosting its emphasis on agriculture education 
for children and this is just the first big step.

“This will be a stepping stone to bigger opportunities 
looking ahead,” she said.

Caralyn, Victoria and Daniel O'Connor experience corn firsthand.

A young fairgoer powers the tractor simulator 
with assistance from a GPS system.

connecting South Dakota’s 
agricultural industry from 
harvest to market

www.cpr.ca

Corporate partner

Corporate Partner
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Tribute to Buddy Holly and friends 
coming to SD Cor n's annual meeting
R OCK 'N' ROLL pioneers Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens 

and the Big Bopper died before their time.
However, their trend-setting music lives on in a 

highly acclaimed tribute named “John Mueller’s Winter 
Dance Party.” You will be lucky enough to watch, listen 
and dance to that tribute because the South Dakota 
Corn Growers Association has booked the band for 
its annual meeting Saturday, Jan. 7 at the Sioux Falls 
Convention Center.

The Winter Dance Party is the official re-creation 
of the final tour of Holly, Valens and the Big Bopper. 
Playing the role of Holly is John Mueller, the critically 
acclaimed star of the U.S. touring version of the 
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Tribute to Buddy Holly and friends 
coming to SD Cor n's annual meeting

Broadway hit musical “Buddy… the Buddy Holly Story.” 
Other leads in the band are the Big Bopper’s son, Jay P. 
Richardson Jr., and Ray Anthony, who will perform as Valens. 
They’ll be joined by their four-piece band.

The show will feature songs that were big hits for the 
original entertainers in the late 1950s, including “That’ll Be 
The Day,” “Peggy Sue,” “Oh Boy,” “Rave On,” “La Bamba” and 
“Chantilly Lace.” The performers have received exceptional 
reviews

Holly, Valens and Richardson Sr. were on a plane that 
crashed Feb. 3, 1959 near Clear Lake, Iowa during a flight 
to Moorhead, Minn., where the singers were scheduled to 
perform during their Winter Dance Party tour. The tragedy 
was memorialized in 1971 by 
singer Don McLean who referred 
to it as “The Day the Music Died” 
in his hit song “American Pie.”

The show will cap a full day 
of educational presentations, 
speakers, awards, an auction 
and meals.

Two speakers who have 
been booked are Jolene 
Brown and Mark Pearson, 
both of whom are known for 
incorporating humor into their 
presentations.

Brown lives on an Iowa farm, 
and her speech topics include 
real-life stories, upbeat messages, 
life lessons, leadership skills, 
business mistakes, generational 
differences and team building.

Pearson is a farmer, small-
businessman, stockbroker and 
long-time host of the nationally 
syndicated public TV program 
“Market To Market.” He will 
provide a look ahead at farm 
markets and global trends that 
affect them. He’ll also discuss 
changing consumer trends, 
demographics, land values and 
ag policies.

Jolene Brown

Mark Pearson
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M ENTION FREE SWEET CORN and prepare to be trampled. Okay, 
things weren’t really that crazy at this year’s Dakotafest, but South 

Dakota Corn’s annual sweet corn feed was so popular that people 
gobbled up all 60 dozen ears in barely more than one hour. That’s 12 per 
minute.

Roger Anderson of Lake Norden said he’s missed the free feast only 
one time.

 “But I only come to it once a year, though,” he said, jokingly. “It’s a 
pretty nice deal that they put this on. It’s appreciated. And it’s sure good 
corn.”

The sweet corn was roasted this year, as in the past, by Marc O’s 
Catering, a Valley Springs concession business. Owner Mark Moore 
got his start by selling elk burgers at fairs and other events, and then 
branched into sweet corn. He built a roaster just for the corn. 

“It’s manually operated,” Moore said. “It’s like a Ferris wheel and has a 
big propane oven.”

Moore roasted the 720 ears of corn in 2½ hours. With the roaster set 
at 700 degrees, he can do 48 ears in 10 minutes. Cooking the corn fast at 
a high temperature prevents the sugar from turning to starch.

Moore buys all of his sweet corn from Jensen Sweet Corn & Produce 
of Aurora.

“I ask what variety of corn it is and they say if they 
told me that they’d have to kill me,” he said. 

Many SDCGA and SDCUC directors joined the SD 
Corn staff in working at the sweet corn feed as well 
as shifts in the tent during the three-day Dakotafest. 
Hundreds of popcorn balls, tote bags, bottles of water 
and pens were given to visitors. SDCGA members 
received pairs of leather gloves on members day. 
Workers also sold many raffle tickets for a Gator that will 
be given away at the annual meeting and signed up 
some new members.

SDCUC President Chad Blindauer of Mitchell and 
SDCGA President Gary Duffy of Oldham said Dakotafest 
provides a good opportunity to meet people, share 
information about South Dakota Corn, and do some 
public relations work.

“It’s just a fun time, treating farmers to sweet corn 
and bringing a little attention to the corn industry,” 
Blindauer said. “Many of these people participate in our 
check-off program and we want to show them that we 
appreciate their commitment. Their check-off dollars 
are making a huge difference in the industry.”

Free feed is a sweet deal at Dakotafest
Visitors to popular SD Corn tent don't go away hungry

Two-year-old Landon LaCompt of Winner 
bites full force into an ear of corn.

Robert Larson (left) of Hayti and Roger Anderson of Lake Norden enjoy tasty 
sweet corn, nice weather and good conversation at Dakotafest.

Among the many South Dakota Corn workers 
at the sweet corn feed were (from left): Lisa 

Richardson, Jim Woster, Frank Kralicek, Teddi 
Mueller, Mark Gross, Gary Duffy and Katrina Luke.
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S  OUTH DAKOTA CORN Utilization Council board members 
Bill Chase of Wolsey and Darrin Ihnen of Hurley are among 

six people enrolled this fall in the National 
Corn Growers Association’s Advanced 
Leadership Training Program, co-sponsored 
by Syngenta.

The NCGA announced the class Aug. 
24. The group will meet in September in 
Greensboro, N.C., to hone leadership skills 
and prepare to lead the industry forward. 
During the nearly week-long course, the 
growers will tackle tough leadership issues, 
such as organization design and behavior, 
troubleshooting, positive negotiations and 
advocacy communications.

The program provides intensive 
leadership training to a handful of well-
qualified applicants, building upon the 
Leadership Academy that has helped 
develop corn industry leadership since 1986.

Joining Chase and Ihnen in the training 
are Bob Bowman of Iowa, Morris Heitman 
of Missouri, Paul Taylor of Illinois and Kevin 
Skunes of North Dakota. The group will meet again in March for 
training on lobbying and coalition building, legal and fiduciary 
training, public policy briefings and agency visits.

Second leadership class 
will start in September

Bill Chase

Darrin Ihnen

Calendar of Events
Sept. 13-17 
NCGA Advanced 
Leadership Training 
Greensboro, N.C.

Sept. 20 
SDCGA board meeting

Oct. 12-14 
NCGA state executive 
meeting

nov. 2-4 
USMEF Conference 
Tucson, Ariz.

nov. 3-4 
SDCGA Hunt 
White Lake

Dec. 7 
NCGA Corn Board 
meeting 
St Louis, Mo.

Dec. 8 & 9 
NCGA Action Team 
Meetings 
St Louis, Mo.

Jan. 7, 2012 
SDCGA annual meeting 
Sioux Falls

Jan. 10, 2012 
NCGA Corn Board 
meeting 
St. Louis, Mo.

Jan. 11-12, 2012 
Priority & Policy 
Conference 
St. Louis, Mo.

Jan. 22-25, 2012 
Syngenta Leadership 
Training 
Washington, D.C.

Feb. 9, 2012 
SDCUC Board Meeting 
Sioux Falls

Feb. 13-16, 2012 
USGC Conference 
Panama City, Panama

Feb. 23, 2012 
SDCGA Board Meeting 
Pierre

Feb. 29 - March 3, 2012 
Commodity Classic 
Nashville, Tenn.

March 6-9, 2012 
NCGA Advanced 
Leadership Training 
Washington, D.C.

March 14-15, 2012 
NCGA Corn Board 
meeting 
Washington, D.C.

I OWA STATE UNIVERSITY Extension specialist Steven 
Johnson will speak at six GrowingOn seminars in late 

November and early December.
The sessions are sponsored by the South Dakota 

Corn Growers Association and Farm Credit Services. 

The schedule: 
Wednesday, nov. 30   Dakota Event Center, Aberdeen;  

Watertown Event Center

Thursday, Dec. 1  Huron Event Center;  
Mitchell Tech Institute

Friday, Dec. 2 National Field Armory, Yankton

Tuesday, Dec. 6 Sioux Falls Convention Center

GrowingOn 
seminars set 
for six cities
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In its 20th year, Corn Cob Open is a big hit

P aul Hope of Sinai recalls winning a memorable prize in the first Corn Cob Open 
20 years ago at the flooded Flandreau Golf Club.

“My dad (Marvin) and I got last place,” said Hope, who has played in most of 
the South Dakota Corn Growers Association’s annual tournaments. “The traveling prize 
for finishing last was a corn cob putter.”

The Hopes didn’t realize the putter was a traveling trophy until tournament 
organizers contacted them weeks before the following year’s tournament and asked 
them to return it.

The Corn Cob Open has come a long way since its early years as a two-player 
scramble with a modest turnout of golfers. Today, the tournament has a wide-spread 
reputation for fun times, good food and exceptional prizes. 

The 20th version of the tournament, a four-player scramble that was played June 
23 at Spring Creek Country Club near Harrisburg, drew 73 teams for morning and 
afternoon competitions. The event had four hole-in-one challenges and the biggest 
available prize was a $30,000 flex-fuel Chevrolet. The other 14 holes had pin prizes that 
included stainless-steel gas grills, fire pits, getaway packages, GPS systems and iPods.

Nearly 300 golfers competed for the pin prizes and team prizes of $1,400 in 
ethanol certificates.

“When the Corn Growers 
organized their first golf tournament 
in 1992, I don’t think anyone had any 
idea it would grow into such a huge 
event. Interest is so high every year 
that we fill our tournament field far in 
advance,” SDCGA President Gary Duffy said. “This is one of the longest-running and 
most-popular tournaments in the region.”

Another familiar face at the annual tournament belongs to Darrell Demaray of 
Nunda. Demaray, 73, has played in all but a few of the tournaments and Citizens State 
Bank in Sinai, where he works, regularly sponsors a team.

“We’ve sponsored teams for tournaments put on by the Corn Growers, the 
Soybean Association, Dakota Ethanol and others,” Demaray said. “We think it’s good 
public relations. We’re an ag bank, and a lot of our farmer customers golf. It’s important 
for banks like ourselves to take customers out and show them they’re important.”

Demaray said the Corn Cob Open is a great event and generates positive publicity for the SDCGA.
The tournament also provides farmers, agribusiness professionals and others an opportunity to interact, network and socialize 

during a day of golf.
“This event has grown to be a highlight of the year for our 

organization because of the enthusiasm of the agribusiness professionals 
and farmers who attend,” said Teddi Mueller, SDCGA’s industry affairs 
director. “It’s fun to watch the camaraderie happen on the golf course.”

Golfers competed in separate morning and afternoon sessions, with 
35 teams playing in the morning and 38 in the afternoon. There also was 
a horseshoe mulligan game that allowed teams to shave a stroke or two 
off their scores.

The Helena Chemical Co. team of Greg Fodness, Eric Anderson, Brad 
Olson and Thad Meister won the morning competition with a score of 
57. The afternoon competition was won by the Pioneer team of Corbin 
Nelson, Jason Nelson, Kevin Nelson and Shay Nelson with a 58.

Thanks to the generosity of many sponsors, the event raises money 
for the SDCGA Corn Pac. Pioneer, a DuPont company, was the premier 
sponsor.



In its 20th year, Corn Cob Open is a big hit

1st place, morning: Greg Fodness,  
Eric Anderson, Brad Olson, Thad Meister  

(not pictured), score of 57

2nd place, morning: Bob Goodroad, 
Tim Neuroth, Joel Talsma, Luke Hartman  

(not pictured), 59

3rd place, morning: Doug Woem, Matt Tonjum,  
Brian Bye, Rick Even, 60.

3rd place, afternoon: Jeff Spieler, Jeff Fuls, Kirk LeBrun, 
Kyle Broughton, 59.

2nd place, afternoon: Jay Mueller,  
Logan Mueller, Aaron Ness and Jay Salonen (not 

pictured), 58.

1st place, afternoon: Corbin Nelson, Jason Nelson,  
Kevin Nelson and Shay Nelson, 58.

PREMIER EVEnT SPOnSOR

GOLF CART SPOnSOR
Monsanto

GREEn SPOnSORS
First Dakota National Bank
Raven
South Dakota Corn  

Utilization Council

HOLE In OnE SPOnSOR
Hefty

BEVERAGE CART SPOnSOR
Central Farmers Cooperative

SCORECARD SPOnSORS
Bayer CropScience
KPLO/KGFX
NorthWestern Energy
WNAX

HOLE SPOnSORS
Burlington Northern  

Santa Fe Corporation
Cargill
CorTrust Bank
Country Pride Coop
East River Electric
Farm Credit Services of America

First Bank & Trust
KXRB
KWAT
Paulsen Marketing
Sanford Health
SDSU Foundation
Syngenta
WNAX

FLAG SPOnSORS:
American Coalition 

for Ethanol
Business Printing 

and Graphics
Citizen State Bank of Sinai
Dakota Ethanol

East, VanderWoude, 
Grant & Co. P.C.

Eastern Farmers Coop
Eide Bailly
Fast Signs
First National Bank of Sioux Falls
GF Advertising
Home Federal
KOKK
Mycogen
SD Farm Bureau Federation
SD Farmers Union
SDSU College of Agriculture 

and Biological Sciences
Tri State Neighbor
Wensman Seed
Woltman, Van Kekerix & Stotz, PC

Thank you To The 2011 corn cob open sponsors:
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■  COMMITTEE DEFEATS 
PLAn TO EnD AG SALES 
TAx ExEMPTIOnS
A legislative committee voted Aug. 

24 to retain sales tax exemptions on 
agricultural fertilizer, machine parts and 
maintenance.

Matt McCaulley, a lobbyist for 
the South Dakota Corn Growers 
Association, told the Sales Tax Review 
Committee that fertilizer should be 
exempt from the sales tax because it’s 
an input that produces a final product, 
similar to tax-exempt inputs used in 
manufacturing.

A legislator still could introduce a bill 
next session to lift the exemption. 

■  WInD FARM RECEIVES 
$6.3 MILLIOn GRAnT
The South Dakota Wind Partners 

received word Aug. 26 that the 
cooperative’s application for a $6.3 
million treasury grant was approved.

The money is part of a stimulus 

package announced a couple of years 
ago.

SDWP owns seven turbines adjacent 
to Basin Electric Power Cooperative’s 151 
MW (101 turbines) Prairie Winds SD1 
wind project in Jerauld County. Prairie 
Winds operates the SDWP turbines and 
buys the electricity.

The South Dakota Corn Utilization 
Council, East River Electric Power 
Cooperative, the South Dakota Farm 
Bureau Federation and the South Dakota 
Farmers Union joined together to form 
SDWP as a way to create a local wind 
ownership initiative.

■  MOnSAnTO JOInS  
uSFRA MOVEMEnT
The U.S. Farmers & Ranchers Alliance 

announced Aug. 31 that Monsanto 
is joining its movement to answer 
Americans’ questions about how their 
food is raised.

USFRA is a coalition of more than 50 
national, regional and state agricultural 

groups, including the National Corn 
Growers Association and its partners, 
committed to continuously improving 
how they grow and raise food that 
provides healthy choices for people 
everywhere.

Monsanto is supporting USFRA at the 
Premier Partner Advisory Group level and 
joins other industry partners including 
John Deere and DuPont/Pioneer. Other 
agribusiness entities involved in the 
USFRA movement include BASF, Farm 
Credit and The Fertilizer Institute, as 
a part of the USFRA Industry Partners 
Council. Agri-Pulse, Agri-Marketing 
and Beck Ag are participating as USFRA 
Supporting Partners.

■  FEEDBACK KILLS 
PROPOSED FARM VEHICLE 
REGuLATIOn
After the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 

Administration (FMCSA) received avid 
feedback from farmers and agricultural 
associations, U.S. Transportation 

Secretary Ray LaHood announced that 
the FMCSA would not implement its 
proposed guidance for operators of 
farm vehicles and off-road agricultural 
equipment.

LaHood issued a statement that no 
further regulations would be placed on 
the transport of agricultural products. 
He also mentioned that more than 
1,700 comments from agricultural 
organizations and members of Congress 
were received, with the majority 
requesting that states maintain their 
ability to preserve existing agricultural 
exemptions.

“We have no intention of instituting 
onerous regulations on the hardworking 
farmers who feed our country and fuel 
our economy,” LaHood said. “Farmers 
deserve to know that reasonable, 
common sense exemptions will 
continue to be consistently available 
to agricultural operations across the 
country, and that’s why we released this 
guidance.”

Happenings from around the region

Need someone  
who understands ag?

our roots are in agriculture

Stop in     Call 605.335.5110     ViSit www.fnbsf.com

Brian Hefty Darren Hefty
SUN   5:30am on KSFY (ABC), Sioux Falls
SUN  10:00pm on KTTW (FOX), Sioux Falls
SUN  9:30am on KDLT (NBC), Sioux Falls
SAT  6:00pm on KOTA-2 (RTV), Rapid City
SAT  6:00pm on KHSD-2 (RTV), Lead

DIRECTV  
Ch. 345, RFD-TV

Dish Network  
Ch. 231, RFD-TV

TUES 7:00pm WED 9:00am SAT 4:00pm CDT

Information for Agriculture

www.agphd.comC o r p o r a t e  pa r t n e r
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S OUTH DAKOTA CORN 
hosted a Chinese 

delegation that stopped in 
Sioux Falls on Aug. 21 during an 
agricultural tour of the Midwest.

The 12-member delegation, 
on a tour organized by the U.S. 
Grains Council, visited with 
board members Gary Duffy, 
Mark Gross, Keith Alverson, 
Darrin Ihnen, David Fremark 
and his wife Lori, Executive 
Director Lisa Richardson, and 
Legislative and Industry Affairs 
Director Teddi Mueller at Foleys 
steakhouse.

They talked about a variety 
of topics, including South 
Dakota’s corn supply, ethanol, 
dried distillers grains, China’s growing middle class, and how the 
United States has been able to increase corn yields and harvests. 

Delegation members said Chinese farms are very small and 
farmers have a difficult time starting businesses in the cities 

because their education levels are low.
China imported 1.5 million tons of corn from the U.S. in 2010, 

the most in about 14 years, according to General Administration 
of Customs. Expectations are for China to import even more U.S. 
corn this year.

The China National Grain and Oils Information Center 
reported that more than 100 million tons of corn was used by 
the livestock industry last year, a 27 percent increase from the 
previous year. Chinese producers of bio-chemicals also consumed 
54 million tons of corn in 2010, a 12 percent increase.

The Sioux Falls visit was capped with the Chinese guests 
eating Midwest-raised, corn-fed, certified beef at Foleys. The 
following day, the group visited Ihnen’s farm near Hurley before 
continuing their tour into Nebraska.

SD Corn leaders host Chinese delegation

South Dakota Corn Executive Director Lisa Richardson visits with (from left) Huanguang Qiu, 
associate professor of the Center for Chinese Agricultural Policy at the Chinese Academy of Sciences; 
Hanver Li Qiang, president and chief consultant of Shanghai JCI; and Qiang Xu, deputy director of 
Division of Plant Quarantine, Department for Supervision on Animal and Plant Quarantine, AQSIQ.

SDCGA Vice President Mark Gross talks about South Dakota’s 
corn crop with Shihuang Zhang, professor at the Institute of Crop 
Sciences, Chinese Academy of Agriculture Science.

Choose cleaner air.  
Choose energy independence for America.  
Choose local jobs.  
Choose ethanol blended fuel the next time  
you’re at the pump.  

Thanks to all the Americans who make the ethanol 
choice possible. Without you our nation wouldn’t be  
on its way to a cleaner, greener future free from foreign 
oil. It’s a long road, but it all starts with a choice.  
Your choice at the pump.

Choose ethanol.

biorefining
poet.com/bigstone

For information regarding pricing,  
sale and delivery of corn at
POET Biorefining – Big Stone,
call: 605.862.7902

C o r p o r a t e  P a r t n e r
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