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H ello from Oldham! 

At our February board meeting, I was elected to a second 
term as president of the South Dakota Corn Growers. I would 
like to publicly thank the board for its support and confidence.

As most of you know by now, the Cooperative Extension 
Service is undergoing some major changes. I think the 
technology we now have, such as the Internet and cell 
phones, will allow us to adapt to these changes when they are 
implemented. 

Of more concern are the cuts to the Ag Experiment Station. Research is the key to 
making progress on many fronts, including agriculture. Cuts made to this research will have 
repercussions that may not be felt for several years, but they will be felt! 

I was at a meeting at my local co-op a short time ago and they were explaining the 
new regulations that are coming in the near future as far as bulk chemical containers. At the 
end of the meeting, the presenter made two statements that alarmed me. The first was that 
OSHA inspectors had indicated that OSHA is going to attempt to take the farm exemption 
out of the next farm bill. The other was to expect to see government vehicles on your farm 
more frequently in the future.

Some regulations are needed for the safety and welfare of people, but we need to make 
sure that they make economic sense and don’t become too burdensome. If you have these 
same concerns, please take some time to visit with our congressional delegation to express 
those concerns so regulation does not get out of hand.

Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-IA) has introduced a bill that would transition and transform 
the current ethanol blender’s credit to a tax credit that would adjust based on the price 
of oil. This is something that the ethanol industry and corn growers are supporting. Sen. 
Tim Johnson (D-SD) is also a co-sponsor of the bill. SDCGA will keep you informed on the 
progress of this bill.

With summer quickly approaching, I would like to encourage you to take some time 
out of your busy schedules to participate in upcoming events with the SDCGA. Please mark 
these on your calendar:

Corn Cob Open: A good way to take a break and network with fellow farmers and 
industry representatives is to get your team registered for the 20th annual Corn Cob Open 
on June 23 at Spring Creek Country Club near Harrisburg. The tournament fills up fast, so 
contact the office to reserve your spot.

Dakotafest: SDCGA will again be at booth #118 at Dakotafest on Aug. 16-18 in Mitchell. 
We have different events planned for each day with the ever popular sweet corn feed again 
on Tuesday.

More details for these and other events are located elsewhere in this newsletter.

I hope planting is progressing well in your area and the weather is cooperating. With 
commodity prices where they are, this is an exciting time to be involved in agriculture.

As busy as you are, be sure to always take your time and remember SAFETY FIRST!
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T HE EnVIROnMEnTAL 
Protection Agency and 

Army Corps of Engineers 
have released a 39-page draft 
that’s designed to clarify 
which waters and wetlands 
are protected under the Clean 
Water Act.

Although the EPA said the 
new guide won’t change any 
existing agriculture exemptions 
under the Clean Water Act, 
several ag groups, including 
the South Dakota Corn Growers 
Association, have expressed 
concern that it leaves the 
door open to regulate some 
wet farm ground and possibly 
ponds. Groups support the 
need for regulations that 
ensure a clean and safe water 
supply but are concerned this 
document could expand federal 
jurisdiction. 

The document allows for jurisdictional decisions to be made 
on a “case-by-case basis.”

The EPA is collecting comments about the draft. The SDCGA 
submitted a letter opposing guideline changes because of 
concerns over their potential regulatory impact on ponds, 
sloughs, prairie potholes and wet meadows.

The letter said the document includes vague definitions and 
leaves too much to interpretation by government 
inspectors as to whether a particular pond, wetland 
or slough would be subject to Clean Water Act 
jurisdiction.

 Of particular concern is how federal agencies 
might classify property that’s flooded in wet 
years, such as the current situation in northeast 
South Dakota. That area is so flooded after three 
years of heavy rains and snowmelt that it’s next to 
impossible to determine what is a wetland, slough 
or lake.

“We believe the proposal opens up a can of 
worms and that the regulations would need to 
be revised in the near future,” said Lisa Richardson, the SDCGA’s 
executive director.

 “The proposed guidelines would expand federal jurisdiction 
and bring about excess permitting requirements,” SDCGA 
President Gary Duffy said. “They also, potentially, could infringe 
on the rights of property owners and could lead to unwarranted 
lawsuits against farmers.”

The SDGA believes states should have the authority to 

regulate waters, and that specific definitions between state and 
federal jurisdictions are important. South Dakota corn growers 
are dependent on clean water for their livelihood and their 
homes and committed to conservation practices.

The EPA, which often hears concerns from farm groups, says 
in its guide introduction that no existing agriculture exemptions 
will be changed. It claims these waters won’t be regulated under 
the act: certain artificially irrigated areas; many agricultural and 

roadside ditches; artificial lakes or ponds, including 
farm and stock ponds.

“After four decades of progress on clean water, 
there is still work to be done to address unfinished 
business and tackle new threats to our waters,” EPA 
Administrator Lisa Jackson said. “American families 
and businesses are counting on us to maintain 
and improve the rivers, lakes, streams and other 
waters that support thousands of communities and 
millions of jobs across the country.” 

U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack said the 
draft reflects USDA’s work with its federal partners 
and provides farmers with certainty that current 

agricultural activities can continue.
“As our nation’s foremost conservationists, farmers, 

ranchers and forest owners have a values system rooted in 
rural America that recognizes we cannot continue to take 
from the land without giving something back,” Vilsack said. 
“At USDA, we are working with farmers, ranchers and forest 
owners to conserve land, plant stream buffers for cleaner 

Water flows through Nine Mile Creek south of Sioux Falls. The EPA and Army Corps of Engineers have 
developed a draft guide to determine which bodies of water are protected by the Clean Water Act.
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EPA's Clean Water Act revisions raise concerns

—Continued on page 4

Lisa Richardson
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water, and install other conservation practices.” 
The EPA said the revisions would help restore protections for waters by 

providing:
•   Clarification that small streams and streams that flow part of the year are 

protected under the Clean Water Act if they have a physical, chemical or 
biological connection to larger bodies of water downstream and could 
affect the integrity of those downstream waters. Agencies would be able 
to evaluate groups of waters holistically rather than the current, piecemeal, 
stream-by-stream analysis.

•   Acknowledgment that when a water body doesn’t have a surface connection 
to an interstate water or a traditional navigable water, but there is a 
significant physical, chemical or biological connection between the two, 
both bodies of water should be protected under the Clean Water Act.

•   Recognition that bodies of water may be “traditional navigable waters,” and 
subject to Clean Water Act protections, under a wider range of circumstances 
than identified in previous guidance.

•   Clarification that interstate waters (crossing state borders) are protected.

EPA Clean Water Act revisions raise concerns
—continued from page 3

What others are saying:
“The Obama administration’s decision to move forward with 

a new guidance on the Clean Water Act will undeniably expand 
the regulatory scope and federal jurisdiction over waterways. 
This guidance builds a foundation for the EPA and Army Corps 
of Engineers to regulate essentially any body of water, such as a 
farm pond or even a ditch. The vitality and health of our nation’s 
waterways are important to all of us. Where we disagree is over how 
to achieve that goal.”  – Frank Lucas

 Chairman of the U.S. House Agriculture Committee

“This is a direct hit on the private-property rights of farmers 
and ranchers across the country. We will fight hard against this 
administration’s continuing efforts to curtail the private-property 
rights of farmers and ranchers by regulating them to the brink of 
bankruptcy.”  – Ashley Lyon

Deputy Environmental Counsel for 
the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association

“Under this new guidance, a bureaucrat at the EPA will be able 
to dictate radical new rules. This is just another example of the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s attempt to circumvent Congress 
and develop rules and regulations that far exceed the authority 
granted to the agency under existing public law.”

  – U.S. Rep. Paul Gosar, R-AZ

“Healthy rivers and clean waters are fundamental to our 
economy, our health, and our way of life. With growing pressures on 
our natural systems, we must work to secure cleaner, safer, and more 
reliable water supplies for our communities.” 

 – Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar

Governor's Ag Development Summit is June 29

L UCAS LEnTSCH, South Dakota’s 
director of ag development, will 

share new ideas during the annual 
Governor’s Ag Development Summit on 
June 29 in Sioux Falls.

Lentsch, who joined the Department 
of Agriculture in March, will speak at 
3:30 p.m. at the Sioux Falls Convention 
Center, capping a day that includes 
three panel discussions. Panel topics are 
industrial agriculture, ag banking and 
rural health.

To register, visit http://sdda.sd.gov/
registration or call the Department of 
Agriculture at (800) 228-5254 or (605) 
773-5436. The summit is open to anyone 

2011 show plot 
locations selected
T he South Dakota Corn Growers 

Association has selected 9 
locations for 2011 show plots.

The SDCGA is committed to 
providing a non-biased program with 
accurate and timely results. We thank 
the producers who take time to plant 
the plots and the seed companies 
that support the program.

2011 show plot cooperators:
Frank Kralicek, Yankton County  
– District 1

Keith Alverson, Lake County – District 2

John Kittelson, Codington County  
– District 3

Brian Renelt, Roberts County – District 4

Rodney Bade, Spink County – District 6

David Reinesch, Aurora County  
– District 7

Steve and Melvin Dick, McCook County  
– District 8

Bryan Jorgensen, Tripp County  
– District 9

Marv Schumacher, Hughes County  
– District 9
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Governor's Ag Development Summit is June 29

who is interested in the 
ways that agriculture 
affects South Dakota’s 
economy. There is no 
cost to attend.

Lentsch’s 
presentation will include 
information that he 
collects from a variety of 
ag industry leaders when 
he meets with them in 
a group brainstorming 
session prior to the 
summit. He said he 
plans to combine their input with 
suggestions from the ag development 

team to develop a new 
vision and new ideas.

“I’m looking to rip 
the lid off in terms of ag 
development in South 
Dakota,” Lentsch said. 
“I’m really looking for 
ag development to be 
a partner with the ag 
industry.”

Lentsch plans to 
take the ideas that those 
members of the ag 
industry all can agree 

on and prioritize them. There will be 
an assessment of what the industry 

wants, and then a plan will be put in 
place of which goals to accomplish 
over the course of the next year and 
which ones to pursue long-term.

Secretary of Agriculture Walt 
Bones and Gov. Dennis Daugaard 
will give the morning welcome at the 
summit. U.S. Rep. Kristi noem will be 
the lunch speaker. This year’s theme is 
“Agriculture – The Economic Driver.”

A Governor’s Ag Banquet will 
follow the summit, starting at 5 
p.m. Lt. Gov. Matt Michels is the 
keynote speaker and will present the 
Governor’s Ag Ambassador award. The 
cost to attend the banquet is $25.

Lucas Lentsch
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O n A LATE-MAY DAY in southeastern South Dakota, a 
green-and-yellow tractor tugs a planter across a finely 

tilled field. If you squint, you can see a trace of dust as the sun 
pops out from behind a cloud.

Those two things, sunshine and dust, are as rare this spring 
as a bipartisan agreement in Congress. A persistent rainy spell 
put farmers in a mad dash to plant their corn. In recent weeks, 
they plugged away, taking advantage of the few opportunities 
they had to get in the field between rains. Their efforts showed 
that when farmers are fortunate enough to get a full day in 
the field, they and their massive equipment can make a lot of 
progress.

The spring crop reports were varied throughout the state’s 
corn-growing regions. Many farmers completed all, or nearly 
all, of their corn planting before the end of May while a large 
number of those in the northeast and 
East-Central regions were able to plant 
only one-fourth to one-half of their 
corn.

“In my area, I think 95 percent of 
the corn, or better, is in the ground,” 
Jim Rand of Parker said during the last 
full week of May. “We’re really sitting 
pretty good around here.”

Rand farms with his three sons, 
Matt, Jon and Tyler. After a couple of 
days of planting from 8 a.m. until near 
midnight, they finished their corn on 
the afternoon of May 19, hours before 
the rain returned.

“I parked my planter in the shed 
and switched over to beans,” Rand 
said. The planter remained there for 
more than a week, until the rains 
subsided.

Several dry days in early June 
provided the break that the Rands and 
others needed.

Back on course
The weekly crop report that was issued by the South 

Dakota office of national Agricultural Statistics Service on June 
6 showed that 93 percent of the state’s projected corn acres 
had been planted. That’s only 2 percentage points behind last 
year’s pace and 4 points off the five-year average of 97 percent. 
The report showed good progress from a week earlier when 86 
percent of the corn had been planted.

The nASS reported that 73 percent 
of the corn had emerged by June 5, 
compared with a five-year average of 
80 percent. More than one-third of the 
state’s projected soybean acres were 
planted.

Rain fell during 29 days of a 53-
day stretch in April and May, forcing 
farmers to show a lot of patience in 
addition to their usual determination. 
While many South Dakotans curse 
the state’s legendary winds, farmers 
welcome their soil-drying abilities at 
times like this.

Another farmer in the Parker 
area, Don Heeren, also finished 
planting his corn May 19. Rain that 
night prevented him from starting on 
soybeans. Additional rain of 2-3 inches 
the following weekend added to the 
delay.

“The corn is pretty important to get 
in on time. We had just enough days 

Gaining
   ground
Rains delay plantings;  
persistence pays off

Rainy days
outnumber dry ones
•   During April, measurable rain fell on 

17 out of 30 days at Sioux Falls

•   During May, measurable rain fell on 16 
days at Sioux Falls

•   The 2009 corn crop was one of the lat-
est planted crops in the last 15 years 
nationally, yet it set a yield record.

•   Conversely, 1988 had one of the all-
time earliest planting completions but 
abnormally dry weather kept the crop 
almost 25 percent below trend-line 
yields.

Sources: national Corn Growers Association, 
national Weather Service office in Sioux Falls
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to work with around here,” 
Heeren said. “It would have 
been nice to be done with 
the beans by June 1, but it 
hasn’t worked that way the 
last couple years.”

‘Ground is saturated’
The situation isn’t nearly 

as rosy in the Mitchell area, said Chad Blindauer, who farms 
there. 

“We don’t have a whole lot done,” he said in late May. “We 
haven’t gotten a ton of rain, no real big amount, but every 
four or five days we get some. We don’t get enough drying 
days to get things done. The ground is just saturated. We 
need some good, strong winds and 
sunny days.”

Abundant snowfall during 
the winter didn’t help. The area 
south of Mitchell isn’t in too bad 
of condition, but the area north of 
town is very wet, said Blindauer, 
who is president of the South 
Dakota Corn Utilization Council. 
Some farmers in the Forestburg 
and Letcher areas didn’t have 
anything planted as of late May.

Weather permitting, Blindauer 
expected to continue planting corn 
through the end of May. 

“It’s really hit and miss. We’re 
farming around a lot of low spots,” 
he said. “But it’s either that or 
don’t plant it at all. Last week, we 
were able to make some headway 

before it started raining again.”
Last year was better for planting because the rains 

came later in the season. The downside was that the water 
drowned out some fields.

Technology advancements allow corn to be planted at a 
later date and modern equipment allows farmers to cover a 
lot of ground in a short time, but they still need dry days.

“I shouldn’t complain too much,” Blindauer said. “no 
matter how bad it is, somebody has it worse. I wouldn’t wish 
that on someone else.”

‘More planting power’
Joel Vetter, a Pannar Seed representative whose territory 

includes the Aberdeen area, said farmers have been doing 
everything within their means to plant corn this spring. He 

knows of one farmer who bought 
an additional tractor and planter 
so his family could cover more 
ground during a break in the 
rainy weather. A Groton farmer 
bought a 120-foot planter. At 
Roscoe, a John Deere 9230 tractor 
was sold within four hours of 
being traded into an implement 
dealer.

“Someone needed four-
wheel-drive,” Vetter said. “Last 
year, there wasn’t enough planter 
power. Guys are stepping up to 
the challenge, trying to get it 
done.

One question that Vetter 
hears often from farmers during 
rainy springs is whether they 
should switch to shorter-season 
hybrids. He said longer-season 
hybrids that were planted late 
in recent years have done well, 
typically better than shorter-

Left: The sun sets as 
Don Heeren plants 
corn in a field near 
the Poet-Chancellor 
ethanol plant.

Right: Corn has emerged 
in many South Dakota 

fields and benefited 
from a few sunny days.

Jim Rand pours seed 
corn into his planter. —Continued on page 8
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season hybrids.
Troy Knecht of Houghton is hopeful the weather eventually 

will be cooperative enough that the James River level goes 
down and he can plant soybeans before the end of June.

Dave Dinger of Hecla was scrambling to plant any corn he 
could before June 1, when he planned to switch to soybeans. 
He expected to plant beans as late as the third week of June, if 
he could get in those fields.

near Wolsey, Bill Chase’s game plan was to keep planting 
corn until he decides it’s too late. He speculated that could be 
mid-June.

“Last year, we planted corn June 10 and it was about the 
best. It was really good,” Chase said. “With commodity prices 
the way they are, we all want to plant corn.”

The wait for a window of opportunity among the rainy 
weather can get a little nerve-racking.

“You look at the calendar and you’re chomping at the bit,” 
Kirk Schaunaman of Aberdeen said.

Ahead of the trend
The Alversons of Chester are one of the fortunate farm 

families who have completed their corn and soybean planting.

“There was lots of frustration, with two-, three-, four-day 
windows, but it went pretty well,” Keith Alverson said. “We had 
to go hard when we went. We didn’t put everything in in ideal 
conditions.”

Eighty percent of the acres that are farmed by the 
Alversons are planted to corn. Keith, who is secretary/
treasurer of the South Dakota Corn Growers Association, said 
the corn that has emerged is off to a good start with excellent 
stands. If there’s one positive thing to come from all the rain, 
it’s the fact that it has warmed the soil.

However, water has been standing in some parts of the 
fields.

“If we pick up more moisture, we will probably lose a few 
of the acres we worked so hard to get in at the end,” Alverson 
said. “When you get as saturated as we are now, if we get a 
three-incher overnight, those are the ones you worry about.”

Alverson said a commodity broker at an ethanol plant who 
is in contact with many farmers estimated that 85 to 90 percent 
of the corn had been planted in the Wentworth area by late 
May.  Alverson expects farmers in wetter areas to push hard to 
plant corn, even if it means switching to earlier hybrids.

“I’ve heard of guys planting into mid-June,” Alverson said. 
“I suspect this year won’t be any different.”

USDA report: Record corn crop

In Its second report on supply and demand for the 
2011 corn crop, the U.s. department of Agriculture 

projected a record 13.2 billion bushel crop.
the UsdA’s June 9 report lowered projections by 

305 million bushels from last month because of planting 
delays in the eastern corn Belt and northern plains. this 
year’s projected corn crop is 753 million bushels higher 

than last year’s harvest 
and would be a record. the 
report projects 90.7 million 
corn acres, down 1.5 million 
from March intentions. the 
2011 average corn yield is 
projected at 158.7 bushels per 
acre, nearly six bushels over 
2010.

U.s. corn ending stocks 
for 2011-12 are projected at 695 million bushels, down 
from 900 million in the previous projection.

the projection for harvested acres was lowered 1.9 
million acres, to 83.2 million with an additional 400,000-
acre reduction that reflects information about May 
flooding in the lower ohio and Mississippi river valleys 
and June flooding along the Missouri river valley.

Gaining Ground: Farmers make planting progress
—continued from page 7 Subcommitee bill 

spares crop insurance

The House Agriculture Appropriations Subcommit-
tee marked up and approved its FY 2012 funding bill 

May 24 without significant crop insurance cuts.
Corn Growers consultant James Callan says there 

would be a $75 million cut through the proposed 
elimination of the good performance refund program 
for producers that the Risk Management Agency is 
attempting to institute.  The agency has the authority to 
do this under the Federal Crop Insurance Act, but that 
would be taken away in this bill. 

There was some debate about whether this program 
could be administered effectively to benefit producers in 
all regions. Under the bill, the RMA’s operational funding 
levels would drop by more than $10 million.

There were no proposed cuts to direct payments and 
the appropriators are deferring to the Ag Committees 
on any significant farm program reductions.  The main 
proposed cuts in the House bill were to nutrition, 
conservation, research, international food aid, and 
marketing programs.

In agency news, RMA is making changes to prevented 
planting and sod saver.  These are expected to be in the 
actuarial documents for the 2012 crop year, which begins 
July 1, 2011, for counties and crops in the Prairie Pothole 
Region of South Dakota, north Dakota, Montana, Iowa, 
and Minnesota.
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Study finds no plausible land-use change
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N EW, PEER-REVIEWED research calls into question a 
common claim by ethanol opponents that corn production 

for ethanol causes a negative, “indirect land-use change.”
To the national Corn Growers Association, this disproves 

another anti-ethanol myth.
“It’s time for flat-earth ethanol opponents to back off on 

land-use change,” nCGA President Bart Schott said. “Unless 
they can present clear and compelling data, they need to 
realize that technology and science are not on their side. 
We’re growing much more corn per acre, and this – along with 
shifting demands – eliminates the need to significantly increase 
acreage to meet all needs.”

The study, “Indirect Land Use Change for Biofuels: Testing 

Predictions and Improving Analytical Methodologies,” was 
prepared by Seungdo Kim and Bruce Dale of Michigan State 
University, and is to be published in an upcoming issue of 
Biomass and Bioenergy. 

Prior studies on indirect land-use change have failed to 
compare their predictions to global historical data, Kim and Dale 
said. They used an empirical approach to detect evidence for 
indirect land-use change that might be catalyzed by United States 
ethanol production through a data-driven statistical approach.

The results showed that U.S. biofuel production between 
2002 and 2007 was not significantly correlated with changes in 
croplands for corn plus soybeans in regions of the world that 
are corn and soybean trading partners of the United States.
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Groups support bill to transform ethanol tax policy

L EGISLATIOn THAT WOULD reduce the ethanol tax credit 
has gained the support of various agricultural groups, 

including the South Dakota Corn Growers Association.
The bill that was introduced in early May by Sens. Chuck 

Grassley (R-IA) and Kent 
Conrad (D-nD) would 
adjust incentives as oil 
prices change. Sen. Tim 
Johnson (D-SD) is a co-
sponsor.

SDCGA President 
Gary Duffy of Oldham 
said the bill is a fair 
plan.

 “This is a reform 
tax incentive that will 
be used only when 
needed,” Duffy said. 
“It’s responsible and it 
provides a safety net for 
our largest renewable-
energy industry.”

Grassley’s bill would 
convert the 45-cent 
credit into a variable 
credit that would adjust 
based on the price of oil. The current credit, which helps the 
corn ethanol industry, is set to expire this year. That type of 
transition is what the industry is asking for, Duffy said.

The credit would drop to 20 cents in 2012 and then to 15 
cents in 2013. From 2014 through 2016, the credit could be as 
high as 30 cents if the price of oil is $50 a barrel or below, but 
would fall as crude prices rise. At $80 oil, the ethanol credit 
would drop to 6 cents and would disappear when oil reaches 
$90. The subsidy would expire after 2016.

The bill also would improve tax credits for the installation 
of blender pumps that offer higher-percentage ethanol 
blends. Infrastructure and access to the market are an 
important focus, Duffy said.

“You need to have the infrastructure in order for people 
to use the product. It makes the industry more stable by 
giving the people the choice of using a homegrown fuel 
versus one from foreign countries,” Duffy said. “It becomes 
a matter of consumer choice, but you have to have the 
infrastructure in order for that to happen.”

Johnson, who is a member of the Senate Energy 
Committee, said the legislation’s purpose is to increase 
homegrown sources of energy, provide certainty on the 
future of ethanol tax credits and spur investments in South 
Dakota and throughout the country. 

“I’ve co-sponsored this bipartisan bill and other 

legislation to ensure we have options to provide support for 
promoting domestically produced renewable fuels,” Johnson 
said. “These are tough budget times, but efforts to end the 
ethanol tax credit are shortsighted and bad for our economic 

security.”
The national 

Corn Growers 
Association (nCGA), 
the American Coalition 
for Ethanol (ACE), 
Growth Energy and 
the Renewable Fuels 
Association (RFA) 
praised the legislation 
and its sponsors in a 
joint statement.

“At a time of near-
record gas prices and 
continued volatility 
in world oil markets, 
America’s growing 
production and reliance 
of domestic ethanol 
sources is creating jobs, 
keeping gasoline prices 
down, and reducing 

this nation’s appetite for imported oil.  Domestic Energy 
Promotion Act of 2011 would ensure we don’t abandon this 
increasingly vital American industry, but rather smartly and 
responsibly foster its continued growth and evolution,” the 
statement said in part.

The four organizations said the legislation recognizes 
budget constraints by reforming the ethanol tax credit and 
significantly reducing its cost while also improving current 
tax credits for the installation of blender pumps.

Conrad said the nation is spending more than 
$850 million daily on imported energy. He and Grassley 
emphasized that the bill would help create American jobs 
and reduce dependence on imported oil.

“The debate over energy tax policy should be 
comprehensive and include all sources of energy,” Grassley 
said. “With this bill, ethanol has taken the lead in looking 
forward. no other energy sector has stepped up to do that in 
the current legislative debate.”

The bill also would extend, through 2016, the alternative 
fuel refueling property credit, cellulosic producers’ tax credit 
and the special depreciation allowance for cellulosic biofuel 
plant property.

Other co-sponsors of the bill are Mike Johanns (R-nE), 
Amy Klobuchar (D-Mn), Al Franken (D-Mn), Tom Harkin (D-IA), 
and Ben nelson (D-nE).

Study: Ethanol lowered 
gas price 89 cents

A study conducted by Iowa State University, the University of 
Wisconsin, and the Center for Agriculture and Rural Development 
determined that growth in production 
and use of ethanol kept American 
gas prices 89 cents lower than they 
otherwise would have been in 2010. 

 Downward pressure on the 
gasoline market saved the average 
American family more than $800 last 
year, the study showed.  From 2000 to 
2010, ethanol kept gas prices 25 cents 
lower on average than they would 
have been. That amounts to nearly 
$35 billion in avoided cost at the 
pump for consumers. 
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The National Corn Growers Association is profiling 
candidates for the 2012 National Corn Board in advance of the 
July 13 election at the Corn Congress session in Washington. 
Here’s the profile that the association wrote about Keith 
Alverson of Chester.

A  DYnAMIC InDIVIDUAL who 
embraces a spirit of cooperation 

and civic-mindedness, Keith Alverson 
volunteers long hours to the service 
of farmers across the country. now, he 
wishes to contribute his perspective, hard 
work and insight by serving as a member 
of the 2012 national Corn Growers 
Association Corn Board. 

“I view every situation as an 
opportunity and look to find the possible positives in every case,” 
Alverson said. “I think that I will bring something unique to the 
Corn Board as, due to my age, I am at a different point in my 
farming career. If elected, I will bring a fresh perspective while 
constantly considering the long-term ramifications of each policy 
and action.”

A 2009 graduate of nCGA’s Leadership Academy, Alverson 
now serves as chairman of the nCGA Ethanol Committee. Prior 
to this, he served as that committee’s vice-chairman. At the 
state level, Alverson has served as the vice president of the 
South Dakota Corn Utilization Council and currently is secretary/
treasurer for the South Dakota Corn Growers Association. 

“I consider it a great privilege to be involved in production 
agriculture,” Alverson said. “I would love to be elected to the 
nCGA Corn Board because I view it as an opportunity to give back 
to the industry that I respect and to improve the lives of fellow 
growers and future generations.”

Alverson chose to continue his service with nCGA in 
particular because he views it as the premier grassroots 
agricultural organization in the United States.

“During my time here, I have witnessed the respect nCGA 
receives both from our nation’s government and from major 
stakeholders in the ethanol industry,” Alverson said. “Government 
officials and agri-industry leaders look to nCGA for valuable 
information and positions. I want to serve on the Corn Board 
because the decisions made by Corn Board and Corn Congress 
impact farmers situation in a concrete, timely manner.”

Alverson and his wife, Kari, operate a sixth-generation grain 
farm in eastern South Dakota with his parents, aunt and uncle. 
On the 2,600-acre operation, Alverson grows corn and soybeans 
while continually striving to improve the land and environment 
for future generations.

Keith Alverson

national Corn Board 
candidate Alverson retains 

positive outlook

Dacotah Bank can help you save your profits for the future. 

We finance crops, livestock, equipment and farmland, and 

can reduce your risk from loss. We are America’s 16th 

largest lender to farmers and ranchers and our insurance 

agents are Farm and Ranch Certified.

New tools for better agricultural banking.
Come in. Call. Click.

(800) 881-5611

Earn
morE
monEy.
rEducE your risk.

C o r p o r a t e  p a r t n e r

Choose cleaner air.  
Choose energy independence for America.  
Choose local jobs.  
Choose ethanol blended fuel the next time  
you’re at the pump.  

Thanks to all the Americans who make the ethanol 
choice possible. Without you our nation wouldn’t be  
on its way to a cleaner, greener future free from foreign 
oil. It’s a long road, but it all starts with a choice.  
Your choice at the pump.

Choose ethanol.

biorefining
poet.com/chancellor

For information regarding pricing,  
sale and delivery of corn at
POET Biorefining – Chancellor,
call: 605.647.0040

POET-CHA_Choose-clr.indd   1 5/9/11   10:12 AM

C o r p o r a t e  p a r t n e r
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R ACE CARS THAT ARE SPORTInG American Ethanol logos 
are competing in front of large numbers of viewers this 

nASCAR season.
Television ratings show that year-to-date viewership for the 

sport is up 7 percent from 2010. The 
Sprint Cup Series has been the no. 
1 or no. 2 sport on television in all 
but one weekend in 2011.

American Ethanol is a 
coalition headed by the national 
Corn Growers Association, its state 
affiliates, and Growth Energy. As 
part of a multi-year agreement, 
America Ethanol is being highlighted on every vehicle 
running in a nASCAR race and is prominent on nASCAR’s 
Green Flag.

The winning car each week on the three national nASCAR 
circuits this year will be powered by American-produced E15 
ethanol.

“We’re guaranteed a spot on Victory Lane in every race,” 
said Darrin Ihnen of Hurley, S.D., nCGA chairman.

In addition, the coalition is sponsoring race driver Clint 

Bowyer in the Sprint Cup Series. In the nationwide Cup Series, 
Kenny Wallace is representing American Ethanol.

At a recent race in Richmond, Bowyer placed sixth, 
which moved him to fourth in nASCAR’s Power Rankings. The 

previous night, Wallace gave his best 
performance of the season, finishing 
13th after running in the top five 
throughout the race in his #09 car 

that featured the American Ethanol 
paint-out.

The American Ethanol camera 
broadcast from Dale Earnhardt, Jr.’s car 

during the Talledega race. 
nASCAR statistics:

•   Year-to-date viewership among males 18-34 is up 24% 
over 2010.

•   The NASCAR Sprint Cup Series was the No. 2-rated 
regular-season sport on television, trailing only the nFL.

•   The Southern 500 was watched by an average of 4.7 
million households and 7.0 million television viewers.

•   The Sprint Cup Series was the No. 1 or No. 1 sport on TV 
during nine of the first 10 weekends in 2011.

American-produced E15 ethanol on track
Rise in NASCAR ratings boosts American Ethanol visibility

FEEDING THE 
HUNGRY 

COMES 
NATURALLY 
TO A CORN 
GROWER.

 

By purchasing Halex® GT, you can help weed out hunger in 
your community. In 2011, Syngenta will donate a percentage of 
Halex GT herbicide sales to local food pantries.* To learn more 
about Weeding out Hunger,™ visit WeedingOutHunger.com.

*Donation not to exceed $100,000. ©2011 Syngenta Crop Protection, LLC, 410 Swing Road, Greensboro, NC 
27409. Important: Always read and follow label instructions before buying or using Syngenta products. 
The instructions contain important conditions of sale, including limitations of warranty and remedy. 
Halex® GT, Wedding Out Hunger,™ and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. 
Syngenta Customer Center: 1-866-SYNGENT(A) (796-4368). www.FarmAssist.com  MW 1L021008 03/11

Corporate Partner
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            Other incentives for 3-year MeMbership: $200
   Three $30 toward seed purchases
   12-month subscription to DTn Six Factors®
   $25 QuickRoots Credit

            Other incentives for LifetiMe MeMbership: $800
   Five $30 seed certificates
   12-month subscription to DTn Six Factors®
   $25 in Ethanol certificates
   $50 certificate to QuickRoots

SDCGA 
Membership
Application

r  $800 Lifetime membership (SDCGA & NCGA) 
Includes five $30 Seed Certificates, $25 in Ethanol, 12-month subscription to 
DTN Six Factors and $50 certificate for QuickRoots™

r  $200 Three-year membership (SDCGA & NCGA)  
Includes three $30 Seed Certificates, 12-month subscription to DTN Six 
Factors and $25 certificate for QuickRoots™

r $150 One-year membership (SDCGA & NCGA)

Payment Method: (check one)
Check  r    Visa  r    Mastercard  r  

Credit Card No.  _____________________________________________

Expiration Date  ______________________________________________

Name  _____________________________________________________

Title  _______________________________________________________

Farm/Company Name  _______________________________________

Membership is to be in: (check one)
Name  r  Farm/Co. Name   r  

Address  ____________________________________________________

City  _______________________________________________________

State Zip Code  _____________________________________________

County  _____________________________________________________

Home Phone  ________________________________________________

Business Phone  ______________________________________________

Cell Phone  __________________________________________________

E-mail Address  ______________________________________________

Spouse’s Name  ______________________________________________

FOr MOre iNFOrMATiON CONTACT:   
South Dakota Corn Growers Association

5109 S. Crossing Place, Suite 1, Sioux Falls, SD 57108
or call 605-334-0100

Membership dues paid to the South Dakota Corn Growers Association are not tax deductible 
as charitable contributions for income tax purposes. The non-deductible portion of your SDCGA 
membership dues, allocable to lobbying, is 100 percent.

Seed Program
Seed certificates can be used for 

$30 off a hybrid seed purchase of $100 
or more from any of these supporting 
companies:

Great Lakes Hybrids
Heine Seed
Hoegemeyer Hybrids
Legend Seeds
Mustang Seeds
Nortec Seeds

Pannar Seeds
Pioneer  Seeds
Proseed
Renze Hybrids
Seeds 2000
Wensman Seed

QuickRoots™ Certificate Program
Join SDCGA at the 3-year or lifetime level and receive a certificate toward a $100 

minimum purchase of  QuickRoots™ - $25 certificate for a 3-year membership or $50 for a 
lifetime membership.

About QuickRoots™ – 
 The microorganisms in QuickRoots™ have been shown to increase availability of certain 

plant nutrients and can increase plant nutrient uptake. QuickRoots™ releases plant available 
phosphorous which has been shown to increase root mass allowing the plant to explore a 
greater volume of soil. Increased plant nutrient availability will often lead to increased plant 
health and vigor which can translate into a yield response.

 QuickRoots™ is applied to the seed. QuickRoots™ can be used in a wet or dry form and may 
even be applied to the seed up to 18 months in advance of planting. For more information, 
contact TJ Technologies, Inc. at 1-866-819-8231 or visit the website at www.tjmicromix.com.

DTn Six Factors
Join SDCGA at the 

3-year or lifetime level 
and receive a 12-month 
subscription to DTn Six 
Factors®
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Are you interested in becoming 
a member of the South Dakota 

Corn Growers Association?

If you join or renew your membership 
before or during DakotaFest, you will 

receive FREE ADMISSIOn and FREE LUnCH! 

Must join as a 3-year or a lifetime 
member to be elegible.

Join the SDCGA before or  

during DakotaFest & receive FREE 

Admission and FREE Lunch! Call Kelly for 

details at 605-334-0100!

Your 
ticket  
to fun!
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O PPORTUnISTIC RESIDEnTS of eastern Brown County 
might consider this a good year to start a catfish farm. 

There’s certainly enough water.
The James River flows far beyond its banks, sloughs look 

like lakes, and water has flooded fields and roads.
“It’s awfully wet, probably as wet as it’s ever been,” said Troy 

Knecht, an SDCGA board member from Houghton. “We keep 
waiting for a drought, for Mother nature to take care of the 
problem. We used to pray for half an inch of rain; now we pray 
for no more than half an inch.”

This has been a frustratingly wet spring in South Dakota, 
and no area of the state has been hit harder than the northeast. 

Excess water there has made life difficult for residents, 
especially farmers who are eager to plant.

Knecht said it’s likely that farmers in northern Brown 
County, east of the James River, will be able to plant only 25-30 
percent of their fields.

“That’s optimistic,” the fourth-generation farmer said, 
adding that the level was 25 percent last year and 55 percent 
the year before. Last year, he planted radishes and rye grass as a 
cover crop on some land.

Eighty acres of his family’s best farm ground has been 
flooded. That property was farmed 67 of the last 70 years. 
Despite the long history of crop production on that land, it 
wouldn’t be eligible for crop insurance payments under the 
Risk Management Agency’s proposed changes to prevented-
planting provisions.

“Three out of 70 years it couldn’t be farmed and that makes 
it unproductive? Why should we be penalized by that? That’s 
the frustrating part,” Knecht said. “They need to come up here 

and walk in our shoes. Then, they would have a different take 
on it.”

With corn prices that have topped $7 a bushel and 
soybeans in the $13 range, farmers would much rather raise 
crops than collect insurance payments, he said.

The Knechts had to relocate their feedlots a couple of years 
ago because they were flooded. The farmstead is only about 
one foot higher than the James River, which is a couple of miles 
away. Knecht said the entire township, Shelby, has an elevation 
of 1,300 feet while the river elevation is 1,294 to 1,295.

The roads are so battered and rutted that a neighbor family 
ruined two oil pans while driving on battered roads and now 

uses a four-wheeler to get around.
For Knecht, the normal 4½-mile drive to a few 

of his grain bins is now a 26-mile trek because 
roads are washed out or badly flooded. He also 
has a seed business, but was able to deliver 
seed to only a small percentage of his nearly 50 
customers.

Roads in bad shape, money is scarce
Many county and township roads have 

broken up like never before, Brown County 
Commission Chairman Duane Sutton said. Some 
remain under water.

“Our biggest challenge is finding the 
necessary money to make repairs,” he said. 

Water that flowed across County Highway 
9 was 13 to 15 inches deep, Sutton said. Road 
crews have been busy hauling gravel to raise the 
highway 20 inches. Trucks hauled the gravel in 
half loads to avoid doing further damage.

“People have had to drive through that. Primarily, it’s 
the only way in and out of Claremont,” he said. “The biggest 
challenge in late spring is getting roads in condition so they’re 
passable by farmers. They literally can’t get to their fields 
because of the condition of the roads.”

Brown County has 500 miles of blacktop and 188 miles of 
gravel roads.

“That number should be flip-flopped for us to realistically 
maintain good roads,” Sutton said.

Beginning July 1, South Dakota counties and townships 
will receive more funding through a vehicle registration fee 
increase, which was passed by the South Dakota Legislature. 
After the fee is fully phased in over a two-year period, Brown 
County will receive an additional $860,000 annually for its 
highway budget.

Officials are trying to find some solutions to lessen the 
flooding and damage. Brown County officials meet with 
landowners at least twice a week and recently brought in a 

Troubled water
Flooded residents pray for an end to the rain, look for solutions

" We in the Hecla-
Houghton area 
have drought on 
our prayer list.” 

—Troy Knecht, 
Houghton
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state hydrology engineer for what Sutton said was a “good 
exchange of dialog.”

Lynn Tjeerdsma, U.S. Sen. John Thune’s agriculture policy 
advisor, also visited the area and met with landowners. 

Officials in Brown, Marshall and Day counties have gotten 
together to discuss ways to reduce water levels. One idea is 
to install additional, or larger, culverts in some places without 
doing damage downstream. Officials also have asked a 
Department of Environment and natural Resources hydrologist 
to investigate water drainage from north Dakota so that South 
Dakota isn’t inundated.

The U.S. Corps of Engineers, which oversees dams at 
Jamestown, will maintain current water levels there until at 
least the end of June.

“It takes at least two weeks for that water to get here, so 
we’ll see this much in the Jim River until mid-July. That’s under 
normal weather conditions,” Sutton said. “If you use the term 
‘bottleneck,’ that’s an understatement.”

nowhere for water to drain
Finding a way to alleviate the flooding problem is easier 

said than done. The James River elevation drops only one inch 
per mile from the north Dakota border to Spink County, 50 
miles away, Sutton said. 

Drainage also is extremely slow from the Putney Slough, 
which has been flooded for 18 years. The water has to drain 

through Crow Creek Ditch, passing through four 
gates that were built in 1919 and 1922. All four 
gates are in the open position now, but with 
water at record levels, there’s nowhere for it to 
go this spring. 

There’s a plan to use disaster mitigation 
money to replace the aging gates with ones 
that would have a speedier drainage capacity of 
3,500 cubic feet per second. That would provide 
some drainage from the slough into the James 
River after the river level drops, Sutton said.

The region started getting wet in 1993, 
Knecht said. The winter and spring of 1997-98 
were wet, too, and the situation has worsened 
every year since then. It’s a culmination of 
increased rainfall and poor drainage. 

Today, the region resembles Florida’s 
Everglades, except that it lacks trees and the 

Above:  Ground that the Knechts farmed for years is under water.

Opposite page:  Troy Knecht of Houghton has to deal with 
water that’s standing in his fields and across many roads.

A crew puts riprap along Highway 37 in Brown County.

—Continued on page 16
The Knecht family relocated cattle from these pens 

that have been flooded for several years.
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Troubled water
—continued from page 15

standing water is inundated with muskrat mounds, not 
alligators.

Knecht said a major drainage plan is the only way to 
address the problems. More than 400,000 
acres drain into Putney Slough and other 
sloughs, which in turn drain into the 
James River.

“We in the Hecla-Houghton area 
have drought on our prayer list,” Knecht 
said.

Dave Dinger, a fourth-generation 
farmer near Hecla, said 10,000 to 12,000 
acres are under water between the north 
Dakota border and State Highway 10.

“As far back as guys can remember, 
no one has seen the water this high,” 
said Dinger, who started farming there 
in 1971. “Last year, we planted 26 to 27 
percent of our land. This year is worse.”

A 1.5-mile stretch of Brown County Highway 5 has been 
under water all spring and it lies between Dinger’s farmstead 
and the site of his farrowing operation, which has 2,500 head 

of hogs. In order to haul hogs from the site, Dinger rigged his 
semi-trailer with flotation tires. He uses a tractor to pull the 
trailer and hauls half-loads at a time.

“We either have to haul them out or haul in feed,” he said. 
He got a call recently from a neighbor who tried to drive 

his pickup through the water on a windy day, got disoriented 
and wound up part way in the steep 
ditch. Dinger used a tractor to pull him 
out.

Dinger said 10 families live east 
of the flooded stretch of the highway 
and it’s their main way out because 
the roads to the south and east are 
washed out and the road to the 
north is also under water. He said he 
hopes there’s never a need to send an 
ambulance or fire truck to the area.

Dinger and his son, Kayle, were 
able to plant 90 percent of their land 
in 2008, 50 percent in 2009 and less 
than 27 percent last year. This year 

may be even less. Dinger was hopeful he would be able to 
plant corn until June 1, and then switch to beans.

“If you can get it planted, it’s the best price I’ve ever seen,” 
he said. “You do all you can; that’s all you can do.”

Flotation tires on Dave 
Dinger’s livestock trailer.

A year from now, an ethanol plant at the 
west edge of Luverne, Minn. will be 

using corn to produce isobutanol.
More than 100 people gathered at the site 
May 31 for a ground-breaking ceremony to 
commemorate the retrofitting of the facility 
into the world’s first commercial producer 
of isobutanol from corn starch.

“These plants shouldn’t be thought 
of as just ethanol plants,” said Patrick 
Gruber, CEO of the Gevo company that is 
retrofitting the plant and plans to make 
18 million gallons of isobutanol annually. 
“There’s a new game that’s afoot.”

In addition to the Luverne plant, 
Gruber said the company has signed 
agreements to retrofit two more ethanol 
plants.  At least one of the undisclosed 
locations is believed to be in South Dakota.

Brian Jennings, executive vice 
president of the American Coalition 
for Ethanol, said it’s very fitting that a 
Minnesota plant will be the first step in the 

“next generation of biofuels” since the state 
has been a leader in ethanol production 
and biorefining. 

“The company understands there does 
not need to be tension between ethanol 
and isobutanol,” Jennings told the crowd. 
“The truth is we need both.”

Jennings said the project demonstrates 
to farmers that there are new opportunities 
for products made from corn. It also sends 
a signal to Washington how committed 
agriculture is to the nation’s energy security.

Isobutanol can be used in plastics, 
synthetic rubber, motor fuel and solvents.

Gevo expects to produce 2.1 gallons 
of isobutanol per bushel of corn. Although 
that’s less than the 2.8 gallons of ethanol 
that can be produced, isobutanol will sell 
for a much higher price than ethanol. The 
process also produces the same amount of 
distillers grains as the ethanol process does.

U.S. Sen. Amy Klobucher predicted 
there will be a great deal of interest in 

isobutanol and that it can provide an 
economic boost.

“We need to innovate to get out of this 
swamp we’re in,” she said.

Other speakers at the ceremony 
included David Kolsrud of DAK Renewable 
Energy; David Frederickson, Minnesota’s 
commissioner of agriculture; State 
Sen. Doug Magnus; and State Rep. Joe 
Schomacker.

Minnesota State Sen. Doug Magnus (left) 
congratulates Gevo CEO Patrick Gruber on 
May 31 at a ground-breaking ceremony in 
Luverne, Minn. Magnus and U.S. Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar (center) were two of the event’s 
speakers.

Ground-breaking commemorates 
plant's retrofit to make isobutanol
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Wet spring is déjà vu for many South Dakotans

I T’S OnE OF THOSE YEARS. Again.
And for residents of South 

Dakota counties that are experiencing 
an overabundance of water this 
spring, it’s getting pretty old.

“A lot of times, we’ve had to leave 
the car at home. We can’t get to town 
with it. We have to use four-wheel-
drive,” said Bill Chase, a South Dakota 
Corn Utilization Council director from 
Wolsey. “That’s the way it’s going to 
be.”

Beadle County has been a wet 
mess, Chase said. Roads have been 
flooded and damaged, making it 
extremely difficult to drive farm 
equipment or fertilizer trucks on them. 

Chase, who also serves as a 
township board supervisor, said the 
board wanted to fix the roads, but 
couldn’t get trucks on them. Also, the 
township is strapped for cash after an abundance of rain and 
snow required extra maintenance the past several years.

“We don’t have any money left,” Chase said. “The county 
has no money, either.”

The township’s priority has been to maintain school bus 
routes and mail routes, he said.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency provided 
money last year and could help again this year, but that aid 
reaches townships a year late.

These are the worst conditions 
Chase has seen in his 53 years.

“Without a doubt,” he said. “I farmed 
some of this all my life, but the last five or 
six years I can’t farm it.”

Chase said if there had been five 
consecutive years of drought, crop 
insurance would cover the losses. But 
when five consecutive years are so wet 
that they prevent planting, insurance 
won’t cover that.

If Chase can get 60 percent of his land planted this year, 
he will consider that a victory.

He said drain tiling isn’t a solution because there’s 
nowhere to drain the water. He said South Dakota needs a 
comprehensive plan to put in a network of ditches the way 
that Minnesota did.

Brown County has been dealing with flooding for several 
years. Dave Dinger of Hecla said water levels are higher than 

any residents have ever seen. The most-severe flooding is in 
the eastern half of the county, but the west has its share of 
problems, too.

“You look at the calendar and you’re chomping at the bit, 
wanting to plant,” said Kirk Schaunaman of Aberdeen, a South 
Dakota Corn Utilization Council director. “I’m sure Prevent 
Plant will be every bit as big as last year.”

Eastern Brown County is incredibly flat, and that creates 
huge problems for residents there, 
Schaunaman said. The terrain in the 
western half has more roll to it, but 
there still is an abundance of standing 
water and potholes to farm around.

A number of roads have been 
under water, creating out-of-the-way 
detours for farmers who need to take 
their planters and seed tenders to the 
fields. Schaunaman said he has to drive 
six or seven miles to get to the opposite 

end of his dad’s section. What will happen to the roads after 
the water leaves is a big question.

Joel Vetter of northville, a district sales manager for 
Pannar Seed, was forced to get creative in his seed delivery 
throughout his Aberdeen-area territory. Because roads are 
under water, he took detours and limited loads to two or three 
pallets of seed at a time.

“I couldn’t take full loads,” he said. “It was definitely 
frustrating.”

Bill Chase Kirk Schaunaman

Dave Dinger of Hecla walks through water that’s flowing across Brown 
County Highway 5. He said the highway was raised three feet in 1998.
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A S THE nATURAL RESOURCES Conservation Service faces 
an overwhelming backlog of drain-tiling requests, David 

Gillen of White Lake said part of the problem could be addressed 
by letting farmers hire approved specialists to make wetlands 
determinations.

Gillen, who is a member of the South Dakota 
Corn Utilization Council’s board of directors, 
said the nRCS is doing a good job but is just 
overwhelmed by the number of applications, with 
some counties two or three years behind.

“That time frame is unacceptable to 
producers,” Gillen said. “The most time-consuming 
part of the process for nRCS is to go out in the field 
and make a determination.”

nRCS specialists are limited in the times 
they can do on-site inspections for wetlands 
determination. Gillen said the specialists can’t do it 
when a large area is under water, they can’t collect 
soil samples in the winter if the ground is frozen or 
snow-covered, and they don’t want to go into fields in the middle 
of growing season because they would have to destroy crops.

That leaves very few days for them to make 
determinations, Gillen said. Those staffers also have a heavy 
workload with all of the other programs they handle. 

A number of farmers would be willing to pay a specialist to 
make the required wetlands determination if that would speed 

up the process, he said. Gillen suggested that 
the specialists could be retired nRCS workers 
or others who are trained in that field and 
approved by the nRCS.

Farmers would continue to apply for 
drainage permits as they do now, and the state 
nRCS staff would still do all of the administrative 
work and paper work, Gillen said. 

Janet Oertly, an nRCS specialist in South 
Dakota, said her group is drafting a procedural 
outline for third-party wetland determination, 
including training provisions. 

The state office also has asked national 
headquarters for six additional technicians over 

a three-year period to deal with several thousand outstanding 
drain-tiling requests. Both proposals will be discussed at a June 
28 State Technical Committee meeting.

Kevin Luebke, an nRCS biologist, said a revised staff 
expansion proposal was submitted in May at the national 
office’s request. Until headquarters announces a decision, the 
state office is proactively preparing for additional staff.

Luebke told SDCUC board members in late March that the 
additional staff would reduce the backlog by 80 percent. At 
that time, there were more than 3,400 outstanding requests.

Luebke said producers may hire qualified/certified 
consultants with their own funds. However, South Dakota 
doesn’t have an approved process at this time.

“Additionally, producers need to realize that other 
producers on the waiting list may be moved further down the 
list in order for the nRCS to service the producer that used a 
consultant,” Luebke said. 

Consultants must be certified by the South Dakota nRCS 
as qualified to conduct certified wetlands determinations for 
Swampbuster purposes. The state nRCS office has drafted 
consultant certification guidelines and recommendations.

Wetland delineation and field work is part of the picture. 
Luebke emphasized that the other part is the determination of 
a label for the site and drainage/maintenance determinations. 
Only the nRCS can certify or make those determinations and 
sign the paperwork.

Gillen said unless something is done to alleviate the 
backlog of applications, that a growing number of farmers 
who are facing two-year waits will decide to get out of farm 
programs altogether, to pass up federal assistance, and 
to drain their land, even wetlands, without getting nRCS 
approval.

Drain-ti l ing proposal:
Let farmers hire specialists to determine their wetlands

David Gillen

800-678-3346 | legendseeds.net

Legend Seeds Agronomists encourage 
the use of foliar fungicides on corn.

CORPORATE PARTNER
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V ARIOUS PROGRAMS, services and staffs will be forced to make 
difficult sacrifices because of a budget shortfall at South Dakota 

State University.
Among them are research programs in the College of 

Agriculture and Biological Sciences, and the Cooperative Extension 
Service. The cuts for Fiscal Year 2012 will create major challenges for 
agricultural research and development, South Dakota Corn Growers 
Association (SDCGA) President Gary Duffy says.

“Research is a critical component of agriculture, which remains 
the no. 1 industry in South Dakota,” Duffy said. “The research 
being done at SDSU is among the best in the nation and is vital for 
agriculture’s future. It’s important that we do all we can to carry on 
the university’s commitment to agriculture, science and engineering 
through its role as a land-grant institution.”

Difficult economic times require difficult budget decisions but 
they come with a steep price, Duffy said. Agricultural research helps 
boost crop production, protect the environment and develop new 
markets and products to meet world demands. 

The agricultural industry is willing to make its fair share of 
sacrifices, but the effects of budget cuts are likely to be felt for years 
to come, Duffy said. He’s hopeful that the budget eventually can be 
restored when the economy improves.

“There are limits to how far budgets can be reduced without 
significantly hurting programs, research and quality,” Duffy said. “We 
need to be careful not to harm the agricultural industry, which plays 
such a crucial role in South Dakota’s well-being.  Cuts to agriculture 
can generate a ripple effect throughout the state and economy.” 

SDSU’s budget cuts included 
contract reductions for College of 
Agriculture researchers and the 
closing of experiment stations at 
Miller and Highmore, as well as the 
closing of on-campus soil testing and 
agriculture analysis labs.

Barry Dunn, dean of the 
College of Agriculture and Biological 
Sciences, said the Extension moves 
were driven by state and federal 
budget cuts as well as the need to 
modernize Extension education and 
services in the state.

“This really is kind of a 
culmination of a series of budget cuts 
that actually started three years ago,” 
Dunn said. “The other thing that has 
changed dramatically is access to 
technology.”

The SDCGA and South Dakota 
Corn Utilization Council (SDCUC) 
support the Extension reorganization 
plan.

Duffy said something had to give because of funding cuts and 
the fact 95 percent of the money is for personnel. 

“They last reorganized the Extension Service 13 years ago. In 
those 13 years, we’ve had cell phone service, Internet, Facebook, 
Twitter. All of this technology has come on line,” Duffy said. “now 
we’ll use technology to do more with less, or do the same with 
less. I commend the committee for what it has done. We’ll be using 
technology for the benefit of the producer.”

With technology, a farmer can stand in his field and use his cell 
phone to take a picture and email it to an Extension specialist, Duffy 
said. The specialist often can address the producer’s concern long 
distance, saving considerable road time. In cases where a specialist 
needs to visit a site, that’s still an option.

Duffy also supports a plan that emphasizes the development of 
learning communities. 

“By having regional centers, there’s an education role that goes 
with it. Producers will be able to go to one of seven sites and learn 
things from several people on crop production, animal production or 
whatever is offered,” Duffy said. “It becomes a plus when you can hear 
not just from one person, but several.”

Bryan Jorgensen of Ideal, who is chairman of the SDCUC 
Research Committee and works closely with SDSU, said Barry Dunn 
inherited a difficult financial situation when he became dean of 
the College of Agriculture a little more than a year ago. The SDCUC 
endowed the dean’s chair.

“not only do we have state budget cuts, but federal budget cuts 
at the same time,” Jorgensen said. “Any time you have a $1.3 million 

or $1.4 million budget shortfall, it 
definitely impacts any entity’s ability 
to do what it needs to do.”

Jorgensen said Dunn put 
together a good steering committee 
to develop the best approach in 
resolving the budget situation and 
how to make the Extension Service 
better and more effective.

“What they have outlined in 
the changes, albeit painful, I think 
will be a very good change in the 
long run and will streamline the 
process,” Jorgensen said. “I think 
the regionalization of Extension 
offices is a very good move. First of 
all, it takes their specialists and field 
specialists and combines them, and 
it makes those fewer offices a lot 
more powerful. It only makes sense 
to regionalize those offices and 
empower those offices so they have 
the ability to transfer data in a much 
more efficient manner.”

SDSU ag research takes a budget hit
Extension program is reorganizing and forming regional centers

Planning is under way for SDCGA 
annual meeting; date is Jan. 7

T he South Dakota Corn Growers Association 
has set Saturday, Jan. 7 as the date of its 26th 

annual meeting at the Sioux Falls Convention 
Center. 

Two speakers, Jolene Brown and Mark 
Pearson, have been booked already, with other 
programming and entertainment to be announced 
later. Brown and Pearson are both known for 
incorporating humor into their presentations.

Brown lives on an Iowa farm, and her speech 
topics include real-life stories, upbeat messages, 
life’s lessons, leadership skills, business mistakes, 
generational differences and team building.

Pearson is a farmer, small-businessman, 
stockbroker and long-time host of the nationally 
syndicated public TV program “Market To Market.” 
He will provide a look ahead at farm markets and 
global trends that affect them. He’ll also discuss 
changing consumer trends, demographics, land 
values and ag policies.



In its 20th year, Corn  Cob Open is a swinging success

T HE CORn COB OPEn is two decades old and going 
stronger than ever. 

The 20th annual golf tournament hosted by the South 
Dakota Corn Growers Association will be played June 23 at 
Spring Creek Country Club near Lake Alvin. The four-player 
scramble will again have morning and afternoon sessions, with 
shotgun starts at 8 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. 

More than 250 
golfers are expected 
to compete in the 
tournament. The 
afternoon session is 
filled, but some morning 
slots are still open. The 
registration fee is $50 
per golfer for SDCGA 
members and $100 for 
non-members. That 
includes green fees, cart 
rental and a meal. To 
register, call the SDCGA 
office at 334-0100. The 
deadline is June 11.

“The Corn Cob Open 
draws a great turnout 
every year. It provides an 
opportunity for people in 
the agriculture industry 
to get together with colleagues and clients, relax a little, and 
enjoy themselves,” SDCGA President Gary Duffy said. “We 
appreciate our many sponsors for making the tournament an 
ongoing success.”

Many South Dakota businesses sponsor the tournament. 
The premier 
sponsor is Pioneer, 
a DuPont business.

Prizes will be 
awarded to the 
top three teams 
in each session. 
Each participant 
will have a chance 
to win a $30,000 
flex fuel vehicle 
by recording a 
hole-in-one on a 
designated hole. 
There also will be 
prizes on each 
hole. 

Join us for the 
SDCGA’s 20th Annual

Corn Cob 
Open

June 23, 2011

20 South Dakota Corn Talk

Spring Creek Country Club is located at
27122 480th Ave., Harrisburg
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In its 20th year, Corn  Cob Open is a swinging success

HOlE In OnE SPOnSOR

BEVERAGE CART SPOnSOR

PREMIER EVEnT SPOnSOR

GREEn SPOnSORS

GOlF CART SPOnSOR

South Dakota Corn Growers Association &  Noteboom Implement present

Power-It-UP Raffle
$5 for one ticket ◆ $10 for 3 tickets

Purchase your raffle tickets for a chance to win a John Deere Gator 
XUV 825I ($14,400 value). Winner will be announced at the SDCGA 
Annual Meeting on January 7, 2012.
For more info or to purchase tickets, contact the SD Corn office:

605-334-0100



The South Dakota Corn Utilization 
Council (SDCUC) and South Dakota 
Corn Growers Association (SDCGA) 
will host special events each day 
of Dakotafest at our tent, #118! 

August 16-18, 2011 
in Mitchell,  SD

Don’t miss out on the fun!

➤   Tuesday, aug. 16: sweeT Corn Feed 
Don’t miss a complimentary Sweet Corn Feed from  
11 am to 1 pm at the SD Corn tent, #118!

➤   wednesday, aug. 17: MeMbership appreCiaTion day 
SDCGa members are invited to stop by the tent and 
sign up for a major members-only prize give-away!  
Our way of saying ‘thanks’ for your support!

➤   Thursday, aug. 18:  
"The True environMenTalisTs day" aT The sd Corn TenT 
Join us for a special giveaway and to see the many ways 
farmers are “The True Environmentalists.”

Mark your 
calendar 

 to attend all  
SD Corn 

Dakotafest events!

Join the SDCGA before or  

during DakotaFest & receive FREE 

Admission and FREE Lunch! Call Kelly for 

details at 605-334-0100!
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■  MEMBERSHIP 
RECRuITERS HOnORED
The National Corn Growers 

Association has honored Keith Alverson 
of Chester as the nation’s No. 1 recruiter 
of colleagues into the association in 
2010.

The NCGA honors the top 
membership recruiters each year, 
based on the number of growers each 
one recruits and a point system for 
recruitment and retention.

The top three: Keith Alverson, 
Chester, S.D. (325 members, 1177 
points); Connie Mulder, Renville, MN (84 
members, 440 points); Robert Nelsen, 

Westbrook, MN (85 members, 415 
points).

Strong recruitment and retention 
work in 2010 helped NCGA set a 
membership record of 36,216 in August.

NCGA also honors states for their 
recruitment. In 2010, Georgia showed 
the greatest percentage of increase 
in NCGA membership with 50 percent 
growth. Missouri experienced the 
greatest national numeric increase with 
253 more members than 2009.

■ DAkOTAFEST 2011
More than 30,000 people are expect-

ed to attend the 16th annual Dakotafest 

farm show Aug. 16-18 on the Schlaffman 
Farm at Mitchell.

Dakotafest is one of the most popular 
agricultural events in South Dakota and 
will feature exhibits from more than 550 
local and national agricultural compa-
nies, educational forums, field and live-
stock demonstrations, and other events. 

The show site covers 50 acres, amass-
ing more than 1.3 million square feet.

■  CORn yIElD COnTEST 
EnTRIES DuE JunE 15
The deadlines to enter the National 

Corn Yield Contest are approaching.
The fee for entries that are post-

marked before June 15 is $80. Entries 
submitted after that date will be charged 
$110. The final entry deadline is July 15.

The contest is in its 47th year.
Classes are A Non-Irrigated; AA Non-

Irrigated; A No-Till/Strip Till Non-Irrigat-
ed; AA No-Till/Strip Till Non-Irrigated; 
No-Till/Strip Till Irrigated; Irrigated.

Winners will receive national recogni-
tion in the mid-February Farm Journal 
publication as well as at the National 
Awards Banquet and State Awards 
Breakfast during the 2012 Commodity 
Classic in Nashville, Tenn.

Entry forms are available online at 
http://www.ncga.com.

Happenings from around the region

22 South Dakota Corn Talk
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A S THE U.S. SEnATE begins crafting a 2012 farm bill, there’s 
expected to be a fair amount of compromising and a 

considerable amount of cutting at a time when the growing 
federal deficit has caused a ruckus.

U.S. Sens. John Thune (R-SD) and Tim Johnson (D-SD) are 
expecting fights over the crop insurance program and attempts 
to cut conservation spending and direct payments. 

Thune, who serves as ranking member of the Jobs, Rural 
Economic Growth, and Energy Innovation Subcommittee of 
the Agriculture, nutrition, and Forestry Committee, asked 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack during the first farm bill 
hearing May 26 about critical issues facing South Dakota 
producers, including crop insurance and proposed changes to 
prevented planting policy.

“As we write the next farm bill under severe budget 
constraints, our greatest challenge will be to provide federal 
farm policies that balance the growing need for increased 
production in all sectors with providing adequate land 
stewardship tools to keep agricultural production sustainable 
and our land protected for future generations,” Thune said.

As yields grow, so do production costs. And this year, 
farmers are dealing with severe flooding in the northern Plains, 
Midwest and South, drought in the Southwest, and record-
setting numbers of tornadoes.

“From any perspective, effective risk management for 
agriculture producers should be one of the highest priorities for 
all of us on this committee as we write the next farm bill,” Thune 

said. “From a U.S. agriculture and global food perspective, this 
farm bill must lay the groundwork for keeping U.S. agriculture 
sustainable and to protect domestic and global food supplies.”

Thune said it’s important to protect the farm bill safety 
net. He noted that less than 10 percent of spending in the farm 
bill goes to producers. Large portions support programs such 
as the Supplemental nutrition Assistance Program, formerly 
known as food stamps.

Johnson said the current farm program system has failed 
rural America. He supported President Obama’s stand.

“In 2008, only 12 percent of farms received a whopping 62 
percent of farm program payments,” Johnson said. “Targeting 
these payments to family farmers at a limit of $250,000 is not 
only good policy, it would save the government billions of 
dollars at a time when we are looking to cut wasteful spending 
and get our deficit under control.”

Johnson, a member of the Senate Agriculture 
Appropriations Subcommittee, said he’s been hearing from 
producers that crop insurance is one of the most important 
parts of risk management strategy. Maintaining a safety net to 
help farmers when times are tough is important, he said.

U.S. Rep. Kristi noem (R-SD) said the government can do 
more to protect farmers from losses and she hopes that will be 
one of the focuses for the farm bill reauthorization process.

Democrats on the ag committee called on Obama to 
protect farmers and ranchers from extreme budget cuts in 
negotiations to reduce spending and raise the debt ceiling.

Congress starts tackling farm bill challenges

Calendar of Events
JunE 23, 2011
SDCGA Corn Cob Open 
Spring Creek Golf Course
Harrisburg

JunE 29, 2011
Governor’s Ag 
Development Summit
Sioux Falls Convention 
Center, Sioux Falls

July 11-12, 2011
nCGA Action  
Team Meetings
Washington, D.C.

July 13-14, 2011
nCGA Corn Congress 
Washington D.C.

July 24-28, 2011
USGC Conference
San Francisco, CA 

July 22, 2011
SDCGA and SDCUC  
Joint Board Meeting
Sioux Falls 

July 22, 2011
Ag Rules night at the
Sioux Falls Pheasants
Sioux Falls

AuGuST 1-5, 2011
Syngenta Leadership 
Training
Minnetonka, Mn

AuGuST 10, 2011
Ag Appreciation Day
Sioux Empire Fair
Sioux Falls

AuGuST 16-18, 2011
Dakotafest
Mitchell, SD

SEPTEMBER 1-5, 2011
South Dakota State Fair
Huron, SD

SEPTEMBER 13-17, 2011
Advanced Leadership 
Training
Greensboro, nC
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