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President’s
Report

Greetings from Burbank! It’s been an unbelievable nine years for me starting with the 
SDCGA and ending my term with the SDCUC. I would like to thank my wife, Marilyn, 
and our sons Tony, Taylor, and Trent for their support because they had to carry the load 

when I wasn’t home. 

I never dreamed when I went to that first board meeting where the journey would take me 
and my family. The SDCGA and the SDCUC have allowed me to grow as an individual in 
many ways. It has taken me to places such as India, Egypt, Mexico, Brazil, Chile, Washington 
D.C. and Pierre. It’s allowed me to meet many different people along the way and those are 
the memories I cherish most, especially the many board members and staff I have had the 

privilege of working with. Those relationships will last a lifetime. 

Along the way my family, especially Tony and Taylor, have grown up and made relationships with kids of other board 
members. The “Corn” family has truly been our second family.                                                                                                                                        

The one thing in common of all the people I’ve met is they all want a better life for themselves and their families. I think 
SD Corn has done that in South Dakota and nationally with ethanol and livestock development; and internationally with 
corn, DDGS, and meat exports. We’ve always tried to put the corn producer first. That may not be what is better for 
individual ethanol plants or livestock producers but what is best for the corn producer and the corn industry. Making 
sure our corn producers’ interests are always protected is the strength of both the SDCGA and SDCUC and has 
earned these organizations reputations of integrity.

Looking forward there are many challenges on the horizon for our country and the corn industry. The economic 
problems we have weren’t created over night. They have developed over the last 40 years with excess government 
and consumer spending. We are going through a paradigm shift from a consumer based to a savings based economy. 

Those who recognize this now instead of looking back and realizing this shift will be the ones to benefit. In the long 
run this is bullish for agriculture because the world will need protein and energy. The world population continues 
to grow along with oil supplies that are depleting at 9 percent a year. In the short term we need to keep working 
to increase the blend rate of ethanol and to show consumers that we can feed and fuel the country.  

Ethanol took a lot of bad press for higher food prices last summer when corn hit $7. Now with prices of 
corn and fuel prices cut in half, how come food prices are still high? SD Corn has been telling the story but 

we need your help. Tell your relatives and friends in the cities that ethanol and higher corn prices weren’t 
the problem, it was higher fuel prices. I know we can solve these problems with SDCGA and SDCUC 

leading the way. The history of these organizations is rich with many talented people having served 
showing the quality of people we have in South Dakota.

I just returned from the Commodity Classic in Dallas, Texas. There was record attendance of corn, 
soybean and wheat producers. The trade show along with the entertainment was excellent. 

NCGA held their resolutions meeting with many issues being discussed including ethanol, 
livestock exports, and the farm bill including the sod saver provision. Our delegates made sure 

priorities of South Dakota producers were kept at the forefront of the discussions.

I would like to thank Lisa, and the staff for all their support. Nobody works harder for 
you than they do, many times putting your interests in front of their own. I would like 

to thank you the corn producer for allowing me serve and represent you; it has 
been an honor. Have a great 2009 planting season!

Reid Jensen 
President

Reid Jensen, SDCUC President
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highlights from grapevine, texas

The 2009 Commodity Classic was held in Grapevine, Texas 
February 26-28, bringing together the corn, soybean, wheat and 
sorghum industries to one venue. Several corn-specific meetings 

and events allowed producers the opportunity to network, learn and 
share with peers from around the country. 

The 2009 Commodity Classic Trade Show set a record for the largest 
show in the history of Commodity Classic. The trade show has more 
than doubled in size since the first Commodity Classic in 1996. More 
growers attended Commodity Classic this year than in 2008—1,513 — 
with total attendance of 4,527.

“Growers sacrifice a lot in taking time off away from their operations, 
and we always want to make sure they have a lot to see and do,” said 

Steve Yoder, co-chairman of the 2009 Commodity Classic Committee. “Coming to Commodity Classic is 
always a good investment and an opportunity for farmers to expand their horizons.”

Board directors representing SD Corn at Commodity Classic included: Keith Alverson, Chad Blindauer, 
Jim Burg, Bill Chase, David Gillen, David 
Fremark, Darrin Ihnen, Reid Jensen, Mark 
Klumb, Jake Volkers, Brian Renelt, Brian 
Smith and Jim Thyen.

During the event a series of state caucuses 
allowed growers to meet together to 
discuss issues at the state level. The popular 
CornPAC Auction gave growers a chance 
to relax and have fun while supporting the 
organization’s political outreach efforts.

Corn Congress is the major policymaking 
meeting of state delegates, and it takes place in two sessions during Commodity Classic. Growers who 
are not delegates have the opportunity to watch their state representatives in action as new policy 
resolutions are proposed, discussed and voted on, and priorities for the coming year finalized.

The state of the ethanol industry was a major focus at the meeting, as well as the state of the 
livestock industry — both major concerns for corn growers since they represent two of the biggest 
markets for the commodity. 

NCGA is also working with the ethanol industry on two important issues that could adversely 
impact future production — indirect land use and higher blends. “The indirect land use issue is 
one that by statute the EPA has to look at in the Renewable Fuels Standard,” said Rick Tolman, 
NCGA CEO. Regarding both issues, Tolman believes sound science will eventually win out.

Concerns about potential changes to the 2008 Farm Bill also surfaced at 
Commodity Classic, as the Obama administration unveiled its budget proposal 
which calls for cuts in farm program spending. “The farm bill is a five year 
program and we just went through a whole two years of discussions to get 
that done and finally we get it signed and it hasn’t even been implemented 
yet and they’re talking about changing it,” Tolman said. “That’s a 
principal I think is wrong.”

The next Commodity Classic takes place  
March 4-6, 2010, in Anaheim, Calif.

Commodity Classic 2009
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Keith Alverson and Reid Jensen 
at Commodity Classic

SD Corn delegates to Commodity Classic 
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Thanks for Your Service
retiring board of directors
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Jake Volkers 
DiStRiCt 5

Jake has been a dedicated leader on the South Dakota Corn Utilization Council board of 
directors since 2001 and currently serves the organization as secretary. 

Promotion and education of producers has been a cornerstone of Volkers’ service on 
the SDCUC board. As chairman of the P&E committee, he led the outreach for ethanol 
promotion and education as well as support for educational seminars. He has also served 
as a delegate for the organization to NCGA’s Corn Congress and Commodity Classic. 

Volkers farms near Brookings, S.D. 

Brent Rames 
DiStRiCt 10

Brent joined the South Dakota Corn Utilization Council board in 2006 and brought a 
value added spirit to his activities for the organization. 

Rames has been active on the Market Development Committee for the SDCUC and in 
that capacity supported the establishment of a farm scale ethanol plant near Parker, S.D. 
He has also been involved with AgriCap decisions and development. He has traveled on 
behalf of the SDCUC board to conferences to gather information about ethanol and value 
added concepts. 

He has been farming since 1994 when he joined his dad on the family farm near Menno, 
S.D. There they grow corn and soybeans while operating a cow/calf enterprise and a small 
feedlot.

Reid Jensen
DiStRiCt 1

The South Dakota Corn organizations offered accolades to Reid Jensen of Burbank, S.D. 
for his service to the corn industry with the SDCGA Presidential Recognition Award.

Jensen has dedicated the past 8 years to the South Dakota corn industry as a board 
member for both the SDCGA and South Dakota Corn Utilization Council (SDCUC). 

As the current president for the SDCUC, Jensen is a tireless advocate for the agricultural 
industry. During his years on the board, Jensen served as the SDCUC liaison to the U.S. 
Grains Council working to open international markets for U.S. and South Dakota distillers 
grains. Jensen has held leadership roles for the U.S. Grains Council and has traveled 
internationally on numerous occasions to facilitate market access.

In addition to the Presidential Recognition Award, Jensen also received retiring director 
awards from both the SDCUC and SDCGA as his board terms are completed.
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retiring board of directors
A Warm Welcome!
SDCUC Announces new Board members

Andy Dupraz
DiStRiCt 5

Andy operates a diversified crop and 
livestock enterprise near Aurora, S.D., 
which consists of corn, soybeans, wheat, 
alfalfa and hay along with a registered 
Angus cow herd and cattle feeding 
operation with his dad. Dupraz joined 
the South Dakota Corn Utilization 
Council board of directors in 2009.

Dupraz attained a degree in General 
Agriculture from South Dakota State 
University in 2000 before returning 
to the farm. He chose agriculture as 
a profession because he says it “must 
be in the blood, but I always enjoyed 
all the experiences involved on the 
farm,” said Dupraz who says he used 
to farm the floors of the house before 
engaging in the ‘real’ thing when he 
invested in a few cattle while in high 
school. When he came back to the 
farm following college, he added 
crop farming to his portfolio and also 
expanded the cow herd.

Dupraz believes one of the most 
important issues facing today’s 
producers is inputs including machinery 
costs. In addition to the SDCUC, 
Dupraz is involved with the East Central 
Cattlemen’s Association and is the 
South Dakota Cattlemen’s Association 
state director.

Dupraz and his wife, Val, have one 
daughter, Lidia. If he has spare time, 
Dupraz enjoys hunting, fishing and 
camping in the summer. 

Mark Gross
DiStRiCt 10

Mark is a fourth generation producer 
on his family’s diversified crop and 
livestock farm located in Hutchinson 
County. The operation consists of corn, 
soybeans, wheat, alfalfa, grass hay and 
a cow/calf beef operation. 

Growing up on the farm, Gross 
always knew that farming was his life’s 
ambition. In 1993, his father’s health 
created a need for Gross to step into 
the primary role by taking the reins 
of the family farm, a heritage which 
started in 1882. Gross brings a new 
generation of business mindedness to 
the farm as he also holds a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Business Administration 
from Augustana College.

In addition to joining the South Dakota 
Corn Utilization Council board of 
directors in 2009, Gross has served as 
a director on the South Dakota Corn 
Growers Association board since 2007. 
He is also active on the South Dakota 
Value-Added Finance Authority Board 
which administers the Beginning Farmer 
Bond Program. He is past president of 
the Bridgewater Farmers Union Coop 
and serves as the Township Clerk.

In his spare time, Gross enjoys 
spending time with his family, traveling 
and playing trombone with the Sioux 
Empire Brass Society.

Gross and his wife, Stacy, have three 
children: daughters, Kaylee and Alexis 
and son, Landon.

Frank Kralicek, Jr.
DiStRiCt 1

Frank is engaged in a third generation 
farming operation with his dad near 
Yankton, S.D. The diversified system 
includes crops of corn, soybeans and 
alfalfa as well as beef cows and feeders 
and bison cows and feeders. He joined 
the South Dakota Corn Utilization 
Council board of directors in 2009.

Kralicek began farming part-time while 
at South Dakota State University 
pursuing a Bachelor of Science degree 
in general agriculture. While at SDSU, 
he was a member of the Livestock 
Judging Team. Upon graduating in 
2000, Kralicek returned to the family 
business to farm full time.

He chose to make farming his 
profession because of his enjoyment 
of the business. “I enjoy farming the 
land and like to spend time outside and 
taking care of livestock,” said Kralicek.

In addition to his SDCUC board 
responsibilities, Kralicek is a member 
of the National Bison Association, the 
Dakota Territory Buffalo Association 
and a member of the South Dakota 
Corn Growers Association.

Kralicek and his wife Melissa have one 
son, Patrick. In his spare time, Kralicek 
enjoys spending time with his family 
and going on vacation. 
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Leo Reiffenberger, manager of Prairie Ag Partners 
of Lake Preston, S.D. was named the Elevator 
Manager of the Year by the South Dakota Corn 

Utilization Council (SDCUC) during the South Dakota 
Grain and Feed Association’s Annual Convention held 
in January at the Ramkota Hotel in Sioux Falls.  

Every year the SDCUC selects an outstanding elevator 
manager for the award based on the criteria of 
dedication to the grain and feed industry, customer 
service, community service and leadership. Jake 
Volkers, SDCUC board director from Brookings, S.D., 
presented Reiffenberger with the award.

This year’s recipient is incredibly worthy as he has 
a tremendous track record working in the grain 
and feed industry for the past 30 years. Described 
as a people person, Reiffenberger’s passion for 
working with producers to help them become 
successful has led him to manage and expand 
a successful multi-location grain handling 
cooperative in the region.

From the beginning of his career, this elevator 
manager has devoted his efforts to increasing 
bottom lines, both for producers and the 
companies he has contributed to. At his 
current location, Reiffenberger’s agronomy 
division has expanded with the focus 

being on sales. And the service to the patrons has been 
improved with increased speed and efficiencies by the 
addition of key pieces of infrastructure such as a tower 
system for dry fertilizers as well as supporting equipment.

In addition to boosting sales almost 50 percent in just the 
last year, Reiffenberger has the reputation that people like 
to deal with him because he’s fair and wants to give the 
farmer the best price for the crop because he genuinely 
cares about his customers and their businesses. He is 
also known for his support of the 80-plus employees 
he manages as he accommodates their family and life 
schedules as much as possible.

He knows the ag industry from the bottom up as he 
started his career at Midland Fertilizer Plant in Bellingham, 
Minnesota in the spring of 1979. The business was later 
bought by the elevator and within that company he 
performed several job duties as he worked his way through 
the ranks. He became manager of the Grain Division of 
Bellingham Farmers Coop Elevator in the fall of 1991, a 
position he held until he accepted his position as general 
manager of Lake Preston Coop Association in June of 2005. 

His leadership was instrumental in the recent merger with 
the Arlington Farmer’s Cooperative which became official 
in August of 2008. At that time, the name for the new 
cooperative changed to Prairie Ag Partners and Reiffenberger 
is the general manager of elevators in Lake Preston, Oldham, 

Arlington and Bancroft, with fertilizer plants in Lake 
Preston and Arlington.

System wide, the cooperative boasts 5 million 
bushels of grain storage in addition to several piling 
systems. Our honoree manages an impressive fleet 
of custom application equipment which allows them 
to cover 200 thousand acres annually; 45 thousand 
acres are enrolled in site specific application. 

Not only has this elevator manager of the year 
been a huge asset to the grain and feed industry, 
but he also provides outstanding support for his 
community. He currently serves on the Lake Preston 
Development Board.

Reiffenberger and his wife, Lisa, have two children: 
Corey and his wife Kayla; and Jodi and her husband 
Ryan; and one granddaughter, Harper.

Elevator Manager of the Year:
Leo riffenberger, lake preston, SD 

At left: Prairie Ag Partners manager Leo Reiffenberger receives 
Elevator Manager of the Year Award from the SDCUC
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At left: Prairie Ag Partners manager Leo Reiffenberger receives 
Elevator Manager of the Year Award from the SDCUC

A little-heralded aspect of renewable fuels is the reality that 
U.S. ethanol production generates livestock feed as a co-
product. Ethanol’s distilling process consumes only the 

corn’s starch, leaving protein available as distiller’s dried grains 
with solubles (DDGS). One bushel 
(56 pounds) of corn used in the dry 
mill ethanol process yields about 17 
pounds of DDGS plus 2.8 gallons of 
ethanol. Specifically, one gallon of 
ethanol equals about 7 pounds 
of DDGS. A wet mill process 
creates 13.5 pounds of corn 
gluten feed and 2.6 pounds 
of high-protein corn gluten 
meal as well as 2.6 gallons of 
ethanol. 

Despite the substantial ethanol 
slowdown, the output of 
DDGS continues to increase, 
thus providing an economical 
feedstuff for livestock 
producers, according to Scott 
Richman, senior vice president 
for Informa Economics. He 
said DDGS production is 
reaching “ever higher levels.” 
He said 26 million tons of U.S. DDGS were produced in 2008 
and 29 million tons, possibly 30 million tons, will be generated 
this year. This is representative of a 10 percent growth in DDGS 
output each year. Richman said the increase is making exports of 
DDGS “more and more” important for the U.S ethanol industry 
and corn growers as the Midwest becomes “saturated” with the 
ethanol co-product. 

“There will be a substantial amount of DDGS available for global 
livestock industries,” said Richman. “Exports have increased 
significantly as production has reached new heights. The 
tremendous increase is due to the efforts of the U.S. Grains 
Council who has substantial programs going on in different 
countries around the world. Mexico and Canada have grown 
into huge markets for the co-product (1,188,766 metric tons and 
771,797 metric tons in 2008 respectively).”

“Dried distiller’s grain is a great feed ingredient,” said Jim 
Broten, chairman of the U.S. Grains Council. “We’re conducting 
feeding trials all over the globe to show its efficiency and help 
build demand. “The Grains Council has worked vigorously 
to increase utilization of DDGS over the last several years. 
Although we have been able to increase DDGS exports to 
exceed 4 million tons ($800 million in the 2008 calendar year), 
we will need to continue developing new markets for DDGS 
to export an additional 4 million tons in the next three years to 
avert a domestic price collapse,” he says. “The distiller’s grains 

are a way to help U.S. growers get every bit of value out of the 
kernel of corn, and they help reassure our international buyers 
that a good source of feed continues to be available for our 
livestock producers.”

Broten noted that if the four million tons 
of DDGS exported from the United 
States this year were divided equally 
between all the major livestock food 

sectors, it would produce 
331,000 metric tons of chicken, 
nearly five billion eggs, almost 
86,000 tons of beef, 1.8 million 
tons of milk and 205,000 tons 
of pork.

DDGS are also being used 
as a low-cost feed ingredient, 
approximately 8 percent lower 
than corn, in the domestic 
livestock industry. South 
Dakota corn grower and cattle 
producer Reid Jensen said 
DDGS are vital to keeping the 
ethanol industry alive during 
the current economic situation. 
He said as a corn and livestock 

producer he supports renewable fuels and utilizes the co-
product in his own livestock operation with great success.

“DDGS are undoubtedly a great substitute as feed for livestock,” 
Jensen said while attending the 14th Annual Commodity Classic 
in Grapevine, Texas, Feb. 26-28. “We mix DDGS with corn 
and mineral along with hay, which works well. We also started 
using corn syrup, which is pressed out of the DDGS. This is very 
inexpensive at roughly $45 a ton.”

The ethanol industry allows corn growers to provide energy 
independence for the United States and the co-product ensures 
U.S. corn growers’ top customer, the livestock industry, a low-cost 
and high quality feed. 

U.S. corn producers can meet the challenge of supplying all 
demands, believes Ron Litterer, chairman of National Corn 
Growers Association and a cash grain and hog farmer from 
Greene, Iowa. “We’re going to have to be more productive per 
acre, and we can be,” he says. “We’ve been increasing the rate 
of yield increase in recent years. A lot of that is coming from 
biotechnology gains; plus equipment improvements like GPS will 
help us maximize the use of every acre.” 

He also points to potential advances in ethanol production such 
as using fiber components of the corn kernel and cob as well 
as starch to generate more ethanol per acre and lowering the 
demands on fossil fuels in the ethanol process.

DDGS Sustain U.S. Ethanol 
And Provides Low-cost Feed ingredient
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March 19, 2009
SDCUC Board Meeting

Sioux Falls, SD

March 23, 2009
SDCGA Board Meeting

Sioux Falls, SD

April 7-9, 2009
NCGA State Association 

Staff Meeting
St. Louis, MO

May 18-21, 2009
BIO Conference

Atlanta, GA

Optimizing engine operation on ethanol 
has just been turbocharged with new 
technology recently unveiled by the 

Ricardo Company. Improved engine technology 
will allow vehicles to achieve better fuel efficiency 
when powered by ethanol, closing the gap 
between the renewable fuel and plain 
gasoline.

Ricardo, a leading provider of 
technology, product innovation, 
engineering solutions and strategic 
consulting to the world’s automotive, 
transport and energy industries, 
revealed the development of this 
technology that optimizes ethanol-
fuelled engines to a level of 
performance that exceeds gasoline 
engine efficiency and approaches 
levels previously reached only by 
diesel engines. 

“We’ve always known we have 
a premium fuel with ethanol, 
now we have the 
technology 

available which will optimize ethanol’s best properties,” 
said Reid Jensen, president of the South Dakota Corn 
Utilization Council.

The technology, called Ethanol Boosted Direct Injection 
or EBDI, takes full advantage of ethanol’s best properties 

— higher octane and higher heat 
of vaporization — to create a truly 
renewable fuel scenario that is 
independent of the cost of oil.

With an engine optimized to run 
on ethanol, instead of on gasoline 
like today’s engines are, the price 
differential between ethanol and 
fossil fuels will be smaller, leading 
to increased usage of ethanol 
as it becomes economically 
advantageous to run on a cost per 
mile basis.

“Developing renewable energy 
applications that can lead to 
energy independence is a top 
priority at Ricardo,” said Ricardo 
Inc President Dean Harlow.  

“We’ve moved past theoretical discussion and are 
busy applying renewable energy technology 

to the real world.  The EBDI engine project 
is a great example because it turns the 

gasoline-ethanol equation upside 
down. It has the performance 

of a diesel at the cost of a 
gasoline engine, and runs 
on ethanol, gasoline, or a 
blend of both.“ 

EBDI solves many of the challenges 
faced by flex-fuel engines because 
it is optimized for both alternative 
fuels and gasoline.  Current flex-fuel 
engines pay a fuel economy penalty 

when operated on E85.  The EBDI engine 
substantially improves ethanol’s efficiency, and performs 

at a level comparable to a diesel engine. 

“In real-world terms, these efficiencies mean that EBDI can 
reduce the actual cost of transportation when compared 

Start your engines—
ethanol gets boost from   new technology

System surpasses gasoline efficiency, reaches near-diesel levels 
and reduces operational costs compared to current fuels

 “ imagine agricultural 
equipment that, in 
effect, burns what 
it harvests — corn, 
or other renewable 
substances. it could 
mean tremendous 
cost savings across 
many industries.”
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Calendar ofCalendar of EventsEvents
March 19, 2009
SDCUC Board Meeting

Sioux Falls, SD

March 23, 2009
SDCGA Board Meeting

Sioux Falls, SD

April 7-9, 2009
NCGA State Association 

Staff Meeting
St. Louis, MO

May 18-21, 2009
BIO Conference

Atlanta, GA

May 20-22, 2009
US Meat Export 

Federation Conference
Washington, DC

June 18, 2009
SDCGA Corn Cob Open
Spring Creek Country Club

Harrisburg, SD

July 13-14, 2009
NCGA Action Team 

Meetings
Washington, DC

July 15-16, 2009
NCGA Corn Congress

Washington, DC

July 19-22, 2009
US Grains Conference

San Diego, CA

Aug. 5, 2009
SDCGA Board Meeting

Sioux Falls, SD

Aug. 12, 2009
Farmer Appreciation Day 

Sioux Empire Fair
Sioux Falls, SD

Aug. 18-20, 2009
Dakotafest
Mitchell, SD

to fossil fuels, and it does it with a renewable 
resource — ethanol,”  said Rod Beazley, director 
of the Ricardo Inc Gasoline Product Group.  “The 
combination of technologies we’re applying to the 
EBDI engine make the most of ethanol’s advantages 
over other fuels, which include a higher octane rating 
and a higher heat of vaporization.  Without getting 
too technical, this means we can use a high level of 
turbocharging to achieve the high cylinder pressures 
that ethanol enables.  Add in some other advanced 
technologies such as direct injection, variable valve 
timing, optimized ignition and advanced exhaust gas 
recirculation, and we’re squeezing out more power 
than is possible with gasoline.”  

The engine has been in development for about 14 
months with the original concept generation about 18 
months ago. What sets the engine apart from others in 
the marketplace is the controls strategy that optimizes the 
engine for efficiency and performance on a wide range of 
spark ignited fuels. 

The prototype EBDI is a 3.2-liter V6 engine that ultimately 
could serve as a replacement for a large gasoline or turbo-
diesel engine in a large SUV. The first firing of the engine 
and initial development is currently taking place and will 
be installed into a dual-wheel pick-up truck demonstration 
vehicle later this year.  Beazley emphasized that the 
technology is very scalable.  Applications could reach far 
beyond the automotive and light-truck industry. 

“Imagine agricultural equipment that, in effect, burns what 
it harvests — corn or other renewable substances.  It could 
mean tremendous cost savings across many industries.” 

According to Ricardo, there is no reason that the 
technology contained in the engine package could not 
be on a production track today, but that means three 
to five years depending on the individual company’s 
production timing. The project is a fully collaborative 
project with several key Tier 1 suppliers and there has 
been significant interest from the OEM community, 
said the company. 

ethanol gets boost from   new technology
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An association aimed at developing 
an invisible resource into a tangible 
economic impact on the state of 

South Dakota has been established. South 
Dakota’s first organization devoted to the 
development of the state’s abundant wind 
resources was recently created: The South 
Dakota Wind Energy Association (SDWEA).

The South Dakota Corn Utilization 
Council is among the founding sponsors 
of the new coalition of stakeholders 
in South Dakota’s wind development. 
SDWEA’s formation culminates several 
months of efforts to further encourage 
South Dakota wind development.

One of the key guiding principles 
of SDWEA will be to support the 
development of wind energy 
as a sustainable economic and 
environmentally-friendly resource for South 
Dakota and its citizens.

SDWEA will also act as a forum for 
education, research and reliable information 
about wind development and become a 
source of reliable information for state 
leaders and citizens on issues related to 
wind energy. The board is comprised 
of representatives from each of the 

primary sponsoring organizations, 

four directors elected from within the membership and the 
at-large members.

New officers were elected to lead the Board of Directors: 
President, Jeffrey L. Nelson, East River Electric Power 
Cooperative general manager; Vice President, Dr. Kevin 
Kephart, South Dakota State University vice president for 
research and dean of the graduate school; and Secretary/
Treasurer, Toby Crow, Associated Contractors of South 
Dakota, executive vice president.

“The focus of this association has as much to do with 
how we develop wind and do so in a way 
that captures value for the state,” said 
Nelson. “What we hope can be viewed 
as an independent and reliable source 
for information and at the same time a 
clearinghouse for ideas. We want to focus on 
what do we do to knock down barriers and at 
the same time capture value; not only for the 
developers but for the state and its citizens.”

Nelson believes that widespread interest to 
promote wind energy in South Dakota was the 
driving force behind the association’s creation. 

“South Dakota has the fourth best wind in 
the country and many people want to further 
maximize this potential. We look forward to 
SDWEA advancing the opportunities for South 
Dakotans as further wind energy is developed 
throughout our state,” he said.

South dakota corn partners in wind Energy association to pr
Promoting Development:

SD Corn partners in wind energy association

10  South Dakota Corn Council Review

total Wind Capacity installed and in Development (MW), 2008

Source: Black & Veatch Analysis of Global Energy Decisions Energy Velocity Database.  
Reprinted with permission by Environmental Law and Policy Center

Existing and Proposed 
Wind Projects  
in South Dakota

Map Key:
•Green = Existing projects
•Yellow = Projects under construction
•Red = Proposed projects

Reprinted with permission by Environmental Law and Policy Center
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South dakota corn partners in wind Energy association to prSD Corn partners in wind energy association

Steve Wegman will serve as the SDWEA’s Executive 
Director. Previously, Wegman worked as an analyst for 
the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission. “I am 
excited about what this association can do to provide 
a new perspective for advocating the expansion of 
this great resource for not only the benefit of project 
developers, but also for South Dakota,” Wegman said.

The board and membership set SDWEA’s goal for 2009 
to create a blueprint for future wind development in 
South Dakota.

SDWEA intends to develop this blueprint through a 
series of community wind meetings as a means to 
produce a fresh look at the future development of 
wind energy in South Dakota. The initiative will focus 
on bringing together public and private interests and 
focus especially on enhancing the value of future wind 
development to communities, economic development 
and job creation, technical and higher institutions and 
for land owners.

“Wind development in South Dakota is clearly in 
the early development stages. So there is great 
opportunity,” said Nelson. “The challenges are pretty 
clear and that is to capture this resource; much of 
the market that we need to get it to is outside of 
the state. How do we balance the desire to take this 
resource, move it to other parts of the country and 
at the same time respect that value that we should 
accomplish for the state.”

Nelson said the SDWEA has identified four themes to 
work on, all of which represent both opportunities and 
barriers, he said:

Issues dealing with landowners;•	
Issues dealing with transmission and markets;•	
Issues associated with local development of •	
wind/community development of wind; and
How to connect this industry to job growth, •	
educational opportunities.

In addition to the Corn Council, the SDWEA’s primary 
sponsors are the Associated General Contractors of 
SD, Inc; East River Electric Power Cooperative, Inc.; 
Missouri River Energy Services; Rural Learning Center; 
Rushmore Electric Power Cooperative, Inc.; SD Electric 
Utility Companies; SD Farm Bureau; SD Farmers Union 
and the South Dakota Rural Electric Association.

For those interested in joining SDWEA, contact Steve 
Wegman at 605-295-1221.

South Dakota:
Renewable Energy Powerhouse
According to the Environmental Law and Policy 

Center, wind energy is the United States’ fastest growing 
source of electricity generation. The country’s installed 
base of wind energy has grown from 2,000 megawatts 
(MW) to 16,000 MW over the past eight years. In 2007 
alone, 5,000 MW of wind energy was installed in the 
United States.

South Dakota is poised over the next few years to 
become a national leader in wind power generation. 
The available wind resources are among the best in the 
country. As of January 2008, there are about 4,000 MW 
of winder power under development in South Dakota. 
That 4,000 MW of wind power potentially represent $8 
billion of investment.

This wind power development can bring an enormous 
economic boost to South Dakota businesses, landowners 
and communities.

For example, a single 250 MW project in South 
Dakota would create about 500 direct construction job-
years and an additional 500 indirect and induced job-years 
which represent service and retail industries supporting 
the project. During its operating years, a 250 MW project 
will employ as many as 23 wind technicians maintaining 
the turbines, 44 jobs with suppliers and an additional 55 
indirect and induced jobs.

Lease payments to landowners are estimated to be at 
least $4,000 per installed megawatt per year for granting 
permission to place turbines on their land.

In effect, wind energy becomes a new and highly 
predictable “cash crop” for farmers and ranchers.

Source: Environmental Law and Policy Center
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Map Key:
•Green = Existing projects
•Yellow = Projects under construction
•Red = Proposed projects
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From September of 2006 to July of 2008, commodity 
markets experienced the most significant growth in prices 
in years. This past summer, however, this long term price 

strength came to an end as the stock market, crude oil, and 
other commodities experienced one of the most extreme price 

downturns in history.  

The influence of the mortgage meltdown and the 
resulting credit crisis on Wall Street has led to a 
recession that has been in place since December 
of 2007. As economic conditions continue to 
worsen, unemployment rates are growing and credit 
availability is tightening. The value of U.S. currency 
continues to strengthen thanks to growing weakness 

in other world currencies and the overall confidence in the 
U.S. and world economy is wavering.  

For now, the primary impact of these factors — the corn 
market in particular — has been on demand. USDA has 

lowered projections for corn demand by 635 million bushels 
since last September. This has resulted in a projected growth 
in carryover supplies for this marketing year; a total currently 
estimated at 1.79 billion bushels.

While the current economic situation is one of uncertainty, 
there are still the unanswered questions about planted acres, 
weather, and production that could lead to cautious optimism 
about corn prices for the next marketing year. For the current 
marketing year, recent export sales have been stronger than 
expected leading to hope that foreign buyers will continue to 
be attracted to the U.S. corn market. The most difficult aspect 
of anticipating price changes, however, is the fact that the 
recessionary impacts on outside markets such as crude oil, 
the stock market and the value of the dollar are likely to have 
greater influence over grain prices for some time to come.   

Corn growers should view price this coming year from 
the same vantage point as in the past; evaluating cost of 
production against potential gross revenue. If a producer can 
capture a price against a certain percentage of production that 
will cover direct costs that would be a first step in managing 
revenue risk. It would be prudent to consider the possibility of 
continued weak prices through the growing season and into 
harvest if:

The 2009 U.S. corn crop is larger than expected; 1. 
Domestic and world demand for corn continues to 2. 
weaken over time due to prolonged recessionary 
pressure; and 
A combination of both. 3. 

These considerations would tend to favor pricing strategies that 
lock in a floor price that at the very least will cover direct costs.

However, if the economy should begin a recovery later in 2009 
or into 2010 and demand begins to grow, this could mean 
opportunities for stronger prices later this year and/or into next 
year. This may tend to favor having pricing methods that lock 
in a floor price but still allows for taking advantage of higher 
prices at or after harvest. This could involve the purchase of 
put options or a combination of a hedge or cash contract and 
the purchase of call options. This would also involve plans for 
pricing grain in storage after the harvest of 2009.

Regardless of one’s outlook for the economy, covering direct 
costs should be at the forefront of any pricing decision. It 
would be advisable to have a marketing plan that outlines 
pricing methods, timing and volume of sales. It should include 
an honest evaluation of production costs and insurance 
products that can be used to manage revenue risk. Ultimately, 
profit is always the name of the game but this year it will be 
more important than ever to plan ahead for making sales that 
will manage as much revenue risk as possible.

SDSU Economics Department 
web site: http://econ.sdtate.edu

By Alan May
Extension Grain Marketing Specialist
South Dakota State University
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corn market OVERVIEW
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OK… You may not actually get rich by 
applying your own fertilizer. You’ll 
probably only make ..$100 or $200 an 

hour, but I would hope that’s enough for you. This is something 
we’ve been doing for years and years. 

This year, it’s especially great, as many fertilizer dealers are still 
trying to sell you $1,200 per ton MAP and $800 per ton urea 
when the wholesale market is currently around $400 each 
for MAP and urea. If you decide to buy fertilizer through a 
wholesaler, you could literally save tens of thousands of dollars 
on just a few tons. 

For example, let’s say you have 1,500 acres of corn with 
a yield goal of 200 bushels. If those acres are all following 
soybeans, you probably 
can get by with around 
180 units of actual 
nitrogen per acre. If you 
want urea, you’d need 
close to 400 pounds per 
acre to get those 180 
actual units of N; 400 
pounds per acre times 
1,500 acres is 600,000 
pounds or 300 tons. 

If you can save $400 
per ton times 300 tons, 
that’s $120,000. Sure, you 
may have to buy a new 
spreader for $12,000 and 
spend a week spreading 
fertilizer, but I think I could 
find a way to get that done 
for $120,000.

The fertilizer industry has been stirred up all winter long 
because we’ve been talking about what’s happening with 
fertilizer prices. Some warehouses are really loaded up with 
high priced fertilizer, and those people don’t want to have to 
take a loss. Those retailers got caught on the wrong side of the 
market. 

It’s really no different for you on your farm. You probably wish 
you would have sold all your corn at $6 and your soybeans at 
$13, but that’s the way it goes. Now that commodity prices are 
cheaper, you’ve got to find a way to save money on your farm. 

Buying your fertilizer and spreading it yourself is a great way to 
do it this year, but every year it pays pretty well. In my book, 
it’s something you really need to do to help your profits each 
and every year.

Before buying and spreading your own fertilizer be sure to first 
understand you state’s on farm storage regulations. Each state is 
different, but in most cases, here’s our advice.

1) You can have dry or liquid fertilizer delivered by semi-load 
right to the field and spread it immediately. This is perfectly 
legal, easy, and cheap.
2) You can store dry fertilizer in dry storage tanks. In most states, 
you don’t need to dike the tanks because worst-case scenario, 
the tank breaks, and you scoop up the dry fertilizer and spread 
it. No big deal, but like I say, check your state’s regulations.
3) You can store dry fertilizer in a machine shed or liquid 
fertilizer in tanks in a shed. The only thing you might need to do 
here, depending on which state you live in and how long you’ll 
store the product, is dike the building. We’ve done this over 

the years to many, many 
buildings. It takes about 
2 days worth of work to 
pour a very small amount 
of cement or install some 
steel diking. We then 
caulk it, so there are no 
leaks. To do a whole 
shed, you’ll only spend a 
few hundred bucks.
4) Store your fertilizer in 
a tanker truck or grain 
trailer temporarily. This 
technically gets you 
around most regulations, 
provided it is only 
temporary storage.
5) You can pick up your 
fertilizer yourself and 
spread it when you get 
home.

My whole point is this…if you really want to spread your own 
fertilizer, you can easily get it done. I know it’s a little more 
work, but if it pays great, who cares? Hire another person. Bring 
one of your kids back in your operation. Ask your wife to take a 
week’s vacation from work. Wouldn’t you like to work one week 
and make $100,000? Heck, I’d do it for even $5,000. That’s 
great money, and it’s easy to make.

Seriously, you have to look hard at this now. From one farmer to 
the next, whether you buy product from us or not, don’t let this 
opportunity pass you by. 

If you want more information about buying wholesale 
fertilizer, storing fertilizer, spreading it yourself, you are 
welcome to contact Hefty Seed at 605-529-5412.

Spread Fertilizer, Get Rich
      by brian hefty

March 2009 SDCUC Review Newsletter 20 PAGES v2.indd   13 3/5/09   6:04:43 PM



prepared by Jamie white, public affairs, sd State fsa office 

S.D. Farm Service Agency gears up for Average   Crop Revenue Election —ACRE— sign-up

While the 2009 Direct and Counter 
Cyclical Program (DCP) signup is under 
way, South Dakota FSA County Offices 

are anxiously waiting for the 2009 Average Crop 
Revenue Election (ACRE) Program signup to be 
announced.

The 2008 Farm Bill authorized the ACRE Program 
to provide protection against 
crop revenue loss as a direct 
result from declining prices 
and/or declining production 
at the state and farm level 
for all covered commodities. 
Covered commodities include 
wheat, corn, grain sorghum, 
barley, oats, soybeans, 
sunflower seed, rapeseed, 
canola, safflower, flaxseed, 
mustard seed, crambe, 
sesame seed, pulse crops 
(garbanzo beans, dry peas, 
lentils), other oilseeds 
as determined by the 
Secretary, upland cotton, 
long grain rice, and 
medium grain rice.

Producers may elect ACRE as an 
alternative to receiving traditional 

counter-cyclical payments. ACRE payments differ from 
counter-cyclical payments because they are not solely 
determined based on comparing national average prices to 
loan rates or other predetermined rates. ACRE payments are 
based on the covered commodity’s actual planted acres and 
actual yield instead of historical yields and crop base acres, 
except in cases where the commodity’s actual planted acres 
exceed the total base acreage available on the farm.  

Producers should be advised that in 
addition to choosing ACRE in lieu 
of counter-cyclical payments, they 
will also give up 20 percent of their 
direct payment in exchange for a 
possible ACRE payment in a year when 
gross farm revenue is low. Marketing 
Assistance Loan (MAL) rates will also be 
reduced by 30 percent.

Producers who elect and enroll in ACRE 
shall comply with specific requirements 
to maintain payment eligibility.  Eligible 
producers must share in the risk of 
producing a crop on base acres on a 
farm enrolled in ACRE, and be entitled 
to share in the marketing proceeds from 
a crop harvested from the base acres. 

All cropland acres on a farm must be reported by July 15th 
of the applicable contract year. 

Unlike DCP, ACRE will require producers 
to report production of all covered 
commodities on the farm no later than 
July 15th of the subsequent year the crop 
was reported as planted for harvest. 
Producers will also be required to comply 
with conservation and wetland protection 
requirements; comply with planting 
flexibility requirements including certain 
restrictions on the planting of wild rice, 
fruits, and vegetables (other than mung 
beans and pulse crops); use the base acres 
for agricultural related activities; and protect 
all base acres from erosion and maintain 
necessary weed control.

Maximum program payment limitations 
will apply to direct payments and counter-
cyclical or ACRE payments. Producers 
are encouraged to contact their local 
FSA Office for more detailed information 
regarding the ACRE program. 

Overview of the ACRE Payment Calculation

ACRE payments 
are only available 
if the state ACRE 
guarantee exceeds 
the actual state 
revenue and the farm 
ACRE benchmark 
revenue exceeds the 
actual farm revenue.

14  South Dakota Corn Council Review
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Q Does the size of the farm-level loss not matter?  
Only the fact that there is a farm-level loss?

A Correct, the likely ACRE payment is tied to the FSA 
farm number. Thus the issue of unit coverage for crop 

insurance vs. farm number for ACRE could be quite different. 
Keeping the unit coverage on individual farms (optional units) 
is still the best strategy to manage farm-based coverage.

Q Does the size of the state-level loss dictate the amount of 
ACRE payment, so long as there is a farm-level loss?

A Correct, there are two ACRE triggers annually where 
actual is compared to the revenue guarantee: state and farm. The actual ACRE 

payment is at the state level, cannot exceed 25 percent of the guarantee, is paid on the 
base acres for that farm and at 83.3 percent of those acres for 2009 through 2011.

Q Will it make sense for producers to consider an APH only policy in conjunction 
with ACRE so they have yield protection, even in the case of rising prices?

A Using an APH (yield loss required) product likely does not compliment the decision 
to be in ACRE. First, there must be yield loss to collect an indemnity payment 

and secondly, the prices determined by RMA in December/January annually for 
APH coverage likely does not reflect the MYA national price used for ACRE. 

in summary,  try to keep ACRE as a separate 
government program available beginning in 2009 that replaces 
the CCP. Costs for ACRE are 20% of the DP and 30% 
decline in the loan rate for that FSA Farm Number.  

These decisions for ACRE will likely be made for each FSA 
Farm Number and should not be directly compared as 
substituting for crop insurance coverage at a farm-level.

Prepared by Steven Johnson
iSU Farm and Ag Business Management Specialist
iowa State University

ACRE Q&A

prepared by Jamie white, public affairs, sd State fsa office 

S.D. Farm Service Agency gears up for Average   Crop Revenue Election —ACRE— sign-up
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Ethanol to Meet Production Targets
                 two new reports reveal ethanol’s  impact

New Report Assesses industry 
Contribution to Nation’s Economy 

Despite difficult current economic conditions, the 
ethanol industry is poised to meet the production 

targets of the Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS), according 
to a report released today by LECG LLC, a prominent 
economic consulting firm.

The report, “Contribution 
of the Ethanol Industry to 
the Economy of the United 
States,” was prepared 
by John M. Urbanchuk, 
Director, LECG LLC for the 
Renewable Fuels Association.

“As this report points out, 
these are unquestionably 
tough times for the economy 
and the ethanol industry,” 
said LECG Director 
and report author John 
Urbanchuk “Nevertheless, 
it also finds that ethanol 
capacity continues to 

expand and that the industry is in position to meet the 36 
billion gallon renewable fuels goal set for 2022. Through 
additional investment in both grain and cellulosic ethanol 
capacity, the industry will not only create new green 
jobs and provide increasing tax revenue to federal, state 
and local governments, but will continue to reduce our 
dependence on foreign oil.”

“Despite a struggling economic marketplace that has 
impacted all industries, America’s ethanol industry 
continues to provide unique economic opportunities 
that few other industries can offer,” said RFA President 
Bob Dinneen.. “The economic contributions of domestic 
ethanol production are concrete and vital to the economies 
of the towns in which they operate and to the effort to 
grow out nation’s economy once more. In most cases, 
ethanol production has offered the kind of opportunities 
that rural communities have not seen in generations.”

The report notes that the net benefit to the federal 
government, after for ethanol related tax credits, was more 
than $7 billion in 2008, providing a return on every dollar 
invested of 2.5 to 1. 
 
For more information, visit the Renewable Fuels 
Association website at ethanolrfa.org
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According to the report, spending by the 
U.S. ethanol industry in 2008: 

Included $1.4 billion on R&D activities directly •	
related to new generation ethanol feedstocks and 
technology;

Contributed $65.6 billion to the nation’s Gross •	
Domestic Product (GDP);

Supported more than 494,000 jobs in all sectors of •	
the economy;

Generated an estimated $11.9 billion in tax •	
revenue for the federal government and nearly $9 
billion of additional tax revenue for state and local 
governments;

Recognizing the contraction in the ethanol industry •	
brought about by the same economic and credit 
conditions affecting other U.S. industries, the report 
also found in 2008:

Twenty-three ethanol plants with nearly 1.7 billion •	
gallons of capacity were idled;

The loss of 1.7 billion gallons of capacity cut corn •	
demand by 618 million bushels;

The report also estimated the economic impact •	
of biofuels production through 2022 under the 
provisions of the RFS assuming the 36 billion gallons 
(15 billion from grain and 21 billion from cellulose 
and advanced feedstocks) is achieved.

Capital spending for grain based capacity is •	
expected to average $1.6 billion between 2009 
and 2015 with little or no new capacity added after 
2015:

Capital spending on cellulose ethanol capacity is •	
projected to increase from $713 million in 2009 to 
$16.7 billion in 2021.

Under the RFS in 2022, 35 of the 36 billion gallons •	
of renewable fuels will be ethanol. Producing 35 
billion gallons of ethanol will, according to the 
report:

Add nearly $1.23 trillion (2000$) to real GDP by •	
2022;

Support as many as 1.18 million jobs in all sectors of •	
the economy;

Displace the equivalent of nearly 11 billion barrels of •	
crude oil between 2009 and 2022;

Increase federal tax revenues by nearly $223 billion •	
(2000$) between 2009 and 2022 while state and 
local tax revenues will increase $167.2 billion 
(2000$).
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Ethanol to Meet Production Targets
                 two new reports reveal ethanol’s  impact
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Expansion of corn ethanol production to 15 billion gallons 
per year in 2015 is unlikely to result in the conversion of 

non-agricultural lands in the U.S. or abroad, according to a 
new study released today by Air Improvement Resource, Inc. 
(AIR). Increasing crop yields and growing supplies of nutrient-
dense feed co-products are likely to nullify the need to expand 
global cropland to meet the corn ethanol requirements of the 
Renewable Fuels Standard, the study found.

“The overall conclusion of this report is that 15 [billion gallons 
per year] of corn ethanol production in 2015/16 should not 
result in new forest or grassland conversion in the U.S. or 
abroad,” concluded Tom Darlington, President of AIR and 
author of the report. “…the best estimate of land use impacts 
of expanding corn ethanol in the U.S. between 2001 and 2015 
is zero.”

Accordingly, corn ethanol should not be charged with 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions resulting from purported 
indirect land use change in the modeling currently underway 
at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the 
Carlifornia Air Resource Board (CARB).

“This report raises serious questions about previous 
analyses on the impact of increasing grain-based ethanol 
production on land use changes,” said Bob Dinneen, 
President and CEO of the Renewable Fuels Association. 
“At a minimum, federal and state policymakers need 
to carefully consider these findings, which advance the 
understanding of the effects of greater crop productivity 
and the value of nutrient-rich distillers grains.”

This analysis sheds important light on new data and the 
importance of using up-to-date assumptions in attempting 
to model the impacts of indirect land use change. The 
preliminary corn ethanol indirect land use change results 
published by CARB and EPA appear to be based on 
overly conservative projections for crop yield growth, 
significantly undervalued distillers grains credits, and other 
questionable assumptions. Notably, the model being used 
by CARB is static and must be “shocked” to estimate the 
land impacts of an instantaneous increase to 15 billion 
gallons of ethanol production rather than reflecting the 
dynamic nature of this expansion and market over time.

The AIR results provide a more realistic assessment 
of the land use impact of U.S. corn ethanol 
expansion to the levels required under the 
Renewable Fuels Standard in 2015.

Shotgun Start at 8:00 AM and 2:00 PM

Dinner and Awards following each 
tournament.
Cost:  $50 for SDCGA Members

$100 for Non-members
To Register: Call the SDCGA Offi ce at 
(605) 334-0100

You Must Pre-register—Space is Limited!!

at Spring Creek Country Club
27122 480th Ave., Harrisburg, SD 57032

Join us for the 18th Annual

Thursday, June 18, 2009

15B Gallons of Corn Ethanol; 
Zero Land Use Change
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Agriculture United for South Dakota was 
formed through a coalition of five South 
Dakota farm groups, including the South 

Dakota Corn Utilization Council. Since its 
formation in 2004 Ag United has been dedicated to serving 
South Dakota Agriculture, by promoting and advancing farm 
families, in particular families that raise livestock.  

One way Ag United has been participating in helping the 
livestock sector of agriculture in South Dakota is through our 
open house program. When a family decides to host an open 
house at their farm Ag United helps by promoting the event 
with invitations to neighbors and nearby local communities 
as well as ads in newspapers 
and on the local radio station, 
providing signage for the event, 
providing facts about the facility 
and the livestock for visitors as 
well as lunch.     

During 2008 Ag United 
sponsored events at seven 
different livestock farms 
ranging from a 250 cow 
dairy to a 3,000 head 
cattle farm to 4,400 head 
finishing hog barn. Over 
2,500 people attended 
these events at 
livestock farms. The 
events have been 
beneficial to the 

local communities in promoting livestock production, they give the 
livestock farmer and their family members an opportunity to explain 
to their neighbors and others why they do the things they do on 
their livestock farm as well as the guests the opportunity to see the 
operation up close.  

With the 2007 Ag Census showing South Dakota with less than 470 
dairy farms and less than 1,000 farms raising hogs, it is clear that open 
house events at livestock farms are not just an opportunity to educate 
townspeople but fellow farmers as well. With more than 30,000 farms 
in South Dakota it is pretty simple to see why it’s important that 
livestock families need to reach out to their farming neighbors.

In addition to open houses Ag United also participated in various 
other activities during 2008. In March for National Ag Day Ag United 
and Paulsen Marketing sponsored a pizza party for 5th graders at 
Hayward Elementary in Sioux Falls. Dairy farmer, Alan Merrill, and 

pork producer, Brad Greenway, met 
with the students and discussed the 
ingredients used in making pizza. 
Meeting with producers is a great 
opportunity for kids to understand the 
importance and benefits of agriculture 
in the world. The event will happen 
again in 2009 during National Ag 
Week, schools in Sioux Falls, Mitchell, 
Yankton, Watertown and Milbank will 
have the opportunity to be visited by 
local producers.  

Ag United also provides informational 
booths at fairs in Turner, Brown, and 
Minnehaha Counties as well as events 
like Jazz Fest in Sioux Falls. Ag United 
recognizes there may be controversial 
issues which occur and is committed 
to educating the public. In August Ag 
United hosted an educational meeting 
for the Milbank community about the 
process of locating and permitting 
large livestock operations. The 
meeting was result of a large dairy 
farm application that was ultimately 
withdrawn.   

Ag United is committed to sharing 
the importance of livestock and grain 
production and helping educate the 
public on agricultural issues. With the 
continued support of organizations 
like the South Dakota Corn Utilization 
Council and others, Ag United will 
continue to deliver the message of the 
importance of agriculture to all South 
Dakotans regardless if they live in a 
Sioux Falls housing development or 
on a grain farm.  

By Steve Dick
AUSD Executive Director
Agriculture United for South Dakota

Ag United:  telling producers’ story  
  throughout South Dakota

Ag United is 
committed to sharing 

the importance of 
livestock and grain 

production and helping 
educate the public on 

agricultural issues.
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Where in South Dakota 
are Blender Pumps?

If you are a motorist driving a flex-fuel 
vehicle through South Dakota, access to 
higher blends of ethanol has never been 

greater, thanks to the Blender Pump program 
offered by the South Dakota Corn Utilization 
Council (SDCUC) and the Ethanol Promotion 
and Information Council (EPIC) in 2008. 

The blender pump program debuted on 
May 1, 2008 with funding allocated for 45 
stations. Today, 45 stations have completed 
all program requirements and there are now 
37 operational blender pumps in different 
cities across South Dakota. This program 
places South Dakota in second place, behind 
Minnesota, for the total number of blender 
pumps available to consumers. 

If you are looking for a blender pump 
or specific mid-level blend, a list of the 
completed pumps and the blends offered at 
each location is at right.

1 Appel Oil Company . . . . . . . . . . Redfield . . . . . . . . . E10, E 20, E30, E 85

2 Appel Quick Stop . . . . . . . . . . . . Redfield . . . . . . . . . E15, E 20, E30, E 85

3 Damar C Store . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Langford . . . . . . . . E 10, E 30, E 85

4 Deuel County Cenex . . . . . . . . . Clear Lake . . . . . . . E 10, E 20, E 30, E 40, E 85

5 Sioux Valley Coop N Hwy 20 . . Watertown . . . . . . E 10, E 30, E 85

6 Sioux Valley Coop E Hwy 212  . Watertown . . . . . . E 10, E 30, E 85

7 Sioux Valley Coop S Hwy 81  . . Watertown . . . . . . E 10, E 30, E 85

8 Sioux Valley Coop Hwy 12 . . . . Webster  . . . . . . . . E 10, E 30, E 85

9 Hamlin County Farmers Coop . Hayti . . . . . . . . . . . E 20, E 30, E 85

10 Jet Truck Plaza . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Beresford  . . . . . . . E 10, E 20, E 30, E 85

11 Jurgens Oil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wilmot  . . . . . . . . . E 10, E 30, E 50, E 85

12 Midway Service, Inc . . . . . . . . . . Baltic . . . . . . . . . . . E 10, E 30, E 85

13 Berens Warehouse Groceries . . Milbank . . . . . . . . . E10, E20, E85

14 Clark Community Oil . . . . . . . . . Clark . . . . . . . . . . . E10, E20, E30, E85

15 4 Seasons Cooperative  . . . . . . . Britton . . . . . . . . . . E10, E20, E30, E40, E85

16 Farmers Union Cooperative  . . . Ferney . . . . . . . . . . E10, E30, E50, E85

17 Canyon Lake Gas & Auto Care . Rapid City . . . . . . . E10, E20, E85

18 Farmers Union Cooperative  . . . Bryant . . . . . . . . . . E10, E30, E85

19 Farmers Union Cooperative  . . . Hazel . . . . . . . . . . . E 10, E 30, E85

20 BerMac Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Faulkton  . . . . . . . . E 10, E20, E 30, E85

21 Fuel Stop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Groton  . . . . . . . . . E10, E30, E 85

22 Pump N Stuff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Viborg . . . . . . . . . . E 10, E 20, E 30, E 85

23 Pump N Stuff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Irene . . . . . . . . . . . E 10, E 20, E 30, E 85

24 Pump N Stuff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Burke . . . . . . . . . . . E 10, E 20, E 30, E 85

25 Food N Fuel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Milbank . . . . . . . . . E10, E20, E30, E50, E85

26 Jacks Sinclair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mitchell . . . . . . . . . E 10, E30, E 85

27 Goode to Go . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . North Sioux City  . E10, E20, E30, E 85

28 Central Farmers Union . . . . . . . . Salem  . . . . . . . . . . E20, E30, E50, E 85

30 Estelline Community Oil . . . . . . Estelline . . . . . . . . . E 10, E 30, E 85

31 Castlewood Community Oil . . . Castlewood . . . . . . E 10, E 30, E 85

32 Holland Brothers  . . . . . . . . . . . . Britton . . . . . . . . . . E 10, E 30, E 85

33 Stone oil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Watertown . . . . . . E 20, E30, E40, E85

34 Triple M Truck Stop . . . . . . . . . . Pierre . . . . . . . . . . . E10, E30, E85

35 Orient Farmers Union . . . . . . . . Orient, SD. . . . . . . Not available at press time

36 Fillin Station  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hudson . . . . . . . . . E10, E20, E30, E85

37 Melette Travel Plaza . . . . . . . . . . Melette . . . . . . . . . E10, E20, E30, E85

Funding is limited, so call Sara Courter

today at 402-932-0567 ext. 211 or visit

DrivingEthanol.org to learn more.

Does your station have the alternative edge?

RECEIVE UP TO A $2,500 GRANT FOR INSTALLING OR CONVERTING YOUR DISPENSER INTO A BLENDER PUMP. 

A recent consumer study revealed that 45% of Americans are seeking alternatives, specifically ethanol blended fuels.

New mid-level ethanol blends – ranging from E10 to E85 – are emerging as the latest alternative to standard unleaded fuel. 

We can help you give your customers what they want – more choices at the pump. Growth Energy is now offering an

incentive program to encourage gas station owners like you to install one or more “blender pumps” at your station.

Let us help you apply for federal and state tax incentives and up to a $2,500 grant per station to help cover costs. 
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SD Corn Utilization Council
5109 S. Crossing Place
Suite 1
Sioux Falls, SD 57108

Join the SDCGA 
Spotlight today!

Join SDCGA and 
receive bright benefits:

Join at the 3-year or lifetime level  
by March 31, 2009, and receive: 

	 •	 Maglite	Flashlight
	 •	 	A	chance	to	win	a	$500	voucher	 

to	the	seed	company	of	your	choice

3-year SDCGA Membership: $200
Incentives:	 •	 $90	toward	seed	purchases
	 	 •	 	12-month	subscription	 

to	DTN	Mobile
	 	 •	 $25	QuickRoots	Credit

Lifetime SDCGA Membership: $800
Incentives:	 •	 $150	toward	seed	purchases
	 	 •	 	12-month	subscription	to	DTN	

Mobile
	 	 •	 $25	in	ethanol	certificates
	 	 •	 $50	in	QuickRoots	Credit

for more information, 
ContaCt SDCGa at 605-334-0100

for a LimiteD time onLy!
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