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President’s Message

W

elcome to 2011. The winter so far can be summed up
in four-letter words: snow, wind and cold. We in South
Dakota are a hardy bunch and are proving it in spades this
year. As the calendar changes so do our thoughts, to spring
and planting and another growing season!
I would like to extend a big THANK YOU to all who braved
the weather and attended our annual meeting. Two thoughts
come to mind when thinking about it.
Gary Duffy
The first one is WOW, what a great event and what a
SDCGA President
privilege to be part of the 25th anniversary celebration of the
South Dakota Corn Growers! I keep thinking back to what the founders of our organization
would have thought about the progress we have made over the last 25 years and the work
that still needs to be done in the future.
The second thought comes in the form of a compliment I received from a member who
recently renewed his membership and attended the annual meeting for the first time. He met
me in the hall after the banquet and relayed how interesting the sessions were earlier in the
day and how much he enjoyed the banquet and entertainment that evening.
A big thanks to Teddi, Kelly, Katrina, Jesse, Randy and Lisa for a job well done.
I also hope you took advantage of our planter clinics as part of Growing Forward 2011
Part 2. We do take our responsibility to provide educational opportunities to our membership
very seriously so you have information that will help you improve your operation.
I recently had the opportunity, along with Lisa, Teddi and Dave Fremark (President of the
SDCUC), to travel to China under the auspices of the U.S. Meat Export Federation to explore
firsthand the marketing opportunities to export more meat and corn to China in the future.
Here are some of the observations that I came back with:
1. It is true that there is a rapidly expanding middle class in China and as such they want
to expand their diet with more meat as their incomes allow.
2. Entrepreneurship is alive and well in China.
3. Sometimes, the ability to open a market or have one restricted or closed rests not
with the country involved but with our OWN governmental regulatory agencies.
4. International politics come into play where our government does not want to upset
trading partners in other parts of the world. Korea, for example.
5. There are DEFINITELY opportunities to export more meat products and corn to help
China meet its growing food needs.
A couple of other short thoughts:
It is imperative for you as members to stay in contact with your city relatives and friends
and communicate with them about some of the activities you are doing on your farm
operation. If you do not make an effort to do this, other entities with their own agendas will
provide false information that may mislead them about what you do on a day-to-day basis
in running your operation. You are the most credible source to assure them you are doing
things in such a way that you are being good stewards of your land and animals.
Also, a reminder that membership is the lifeblood of our organization and if your
membership is expiring or you want to join as a new member, take a few minutes and take
care of it now before you get busy with spring work.
Just remember as you get busy this spring to stay safe.
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Kimberley shares planting advice at two clinics

O

n-farm consultant Kevin Kimberley says
farmers can increase their yields considerably
by properly preparing their ground, adjusting their
planters and inspecting their field work.
Kimberley, a professional consultant in a sixstate area that includes South Dakota, was the
featured speaker at GrowingOn 2011 presentations
Feb. 16 in Watertown and Feb. 17 in Sioux Falls.
More than 275 farmers attended the Sioux
Falls presentation, some driving through heavy fog.
Another 225 turned out for the Watertown event.
“We have to pay attention to what we’re doing,”
Kmberley said. “If someone will pay you 20 bushels
an acre, would you change?”
Throughout Kimberley’s presentation, three
key points for successful planting kept rising to the
surface: seed-to-soil contact is vital; there is not one Farmers gather around Kevin Kimberley to ask questions during a break at the
GrowingOn 2011 presentation in Sioux Falls.
particular trash wheel that works for everyone; tines
work best for fully-tilled ground and should be set
at full width.
pressure, he said. Planters that plant 24 rows or more will need
Tillage problems were the No. 1 robber of yields in the
more weight on the wings to ensure proper planting depth.
Midwest last year, Kimberley said.
“I can’t tell you how much down pressure to use because I’m
One common planting problem is not having enough down not in the field with you,” he said.
Kimberley cited problems with specific parts on equipment
manufactured by various companies and suggested steps
to take to overcome the problems. And when a company
Corporate Partner
introduces something new, there’s usually something wrong
with it.
Today, you feed
“I call a spade a spade,” he said.
155 other people
Kimberley said everyone in his audience is an engineer.
– none more
They’ve all done something to make their equipment work
better.
important than
Kimberley uses a variety of equipment on his own farm, on
the ones who
no-till, strip-till and full-till ground. For instance, he has used and
sit around your
compared various types of trash wheels. Because no two years are
own table.
alike, he says farmers who plan to buy a trash wheel should choose
a floating one. And there should be a gap between trash wheels.
“Don’t bury your trash; you want your trash on top,” he said.
Agriculture has never been more
Kimberley said farmers should run their field cultivators 8 to
productive, more specialized or held more
risk. It’s why more producers are choosing
8.5 miles per hour.
to do business with Farm Credit Services
He said farmers should get off their tractors and inspect
of America – 100% dedicated to agriculture –
their work while they’re planting to ensure the process is going
with products that save your money,
services that save your time and an
well and there’s good seed-to-soil contact with no air pockets.
expertise to help you grow.
Because conditions sometimes vary from field to field, or even in
parts of a field, problems can arise.
When you’re in the business of growing food, it
pays to know a lender who works to grow you.
Once a farmer starts doing something incorrectly or poorly,
Call 1-800-884-FARM.
it can become a habit.
“If you keep deviating from what is normal over and over
again,
it quickly becomes normal, and that is dangerous,” he said.
www.fcsamerica.com
No matter how diehard a farmer is when it comes to full-till,
no-till or strip-till practices, he has to be willing to change when
OPERATING LOANS • LINE OF CREDIT • REAL ESTATE LOANS
PATRONAGE • CROP INSURANCE • COUNTRY HOME LOANS
the conditions warrant it, Kimberley said.
®

®
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New secretary of agriculture will tackle

L

ast spring, while planting a field of corn near Parker, Walt Bones turned
his John Deere 8310 tractor and 24-row planter toward the western horizon,
engaged the GPS auto cruise and began to admire the colorful South Dakota sunset.
Then his thoughts traveled in time.
Back to a time when his great-grandfather, John T. Bones, worked this same soil.
“It was a feeling of awe and inspiration,” Bones said. “I started wondering what he
was doing 130 years ago. Was he planting corn?”
If his great-grandfather were here today, he would be amazed by the productivity,
by the equipment, by the technology.
And yet, Bones is just as impressed by the decisions his great-grandfather, grandfather and dad made during their time on this farm, which was homesteaded in 1879.
“What foresight, what vision they had in order to get where we are today,” he said.
Bones, 59, will put his own foresight and vision to work in his new role of
overseeing agricultural policies and programs as South Dakota’s secretary of
agriculture. It’s a job that farmers say Bones is extremely qualified to do.
“I think he’s a great choice. He’s an active farmer, an active cattle feeder,” South
Dakota Corn Utilization Council President David Fremark said. “He’s very well spoken;
he’s a good listener; he’s a good speaker; he’s a level-headed fellow. He’s pretty well
Walt Bones speaks at the
rooted in agriculture. I don’t think they really could pick anyone better.”
SDCGA's annual meeting.
South Dakota Corn Growers Association President Gary Duffy agrees.
“I think it’s a great thing for South Dakota corn growers
and all South Dakotans,” Duffy said. “He has a very diversified
operation. Nobody has a better-suited background for
secretary of agriculture in South Dakota.”
Age: 59
Bones, a former member of the SDCGA Board of Directors,
Educational degree:
said he plans to be an advocate for the family farmers and
Bachelor of Science in
ranchers who are the backbone of the state’s economy. He
animal science from Iowa
said he and Gov. Dennis Daugaard talked a lot about economic
State University
development. Agriculture has been a major force in the
Family: Wife, Jan; three grown
economy, accounts for one-third of the state’s economic activity,
children, Christi (Mitch),
and “has to be at the table” in future development, Bones said.
Lisa (Ian) and Ryan.
“We can do some great things,” he said. “There’s no doubt
in my mind agriculture’s best days are ahead of it.”
Farm: The operation, which is in
the Chancellor-Parker area,
Bones said the best spokesman for agriculture is the
is named Hexad Farms, and
producer. He said Corn Growers are leading the way in that
longtime partners include Walt’s brothers Steve and
regard, with campaigns such as “True Environmentalists,”
Jim, and brother-in-law Lyle Van Hove. Walt’s nephews
which is “second to none.”
Mike Van Hove, Dan Bones and Matt Bones have
Bones encourages farmers to get involved with
joined them. Monte Plucker is a longtime, dedicated
organizations, zoning boards and county commissions.
employee. The original farm was homesteaded in
The change in demographics from rural to urban creates
1879.
challenges, Bones said. In his new role, he said it will be imporExperiences, service: Former member SDCGA board;
tant to keep rules and regulations for producers reasonable,
2008 SD Property Tax Revision Advisory Committee;
and not overburden them. His director of ag development will
American Farm Bureau National Hay and Forage
focus on loan guarantees and farmer/rancher start-up loans,
Committee; South Dakota Ag and Rural Leadership
making sure there’s an awareness what programs are available.
program participant, board of directors and alumni
Bones took office at a time that Daugaard is proposing a
association; Minnehaha County Planning and Zoning
10-percent, across-the-board budget cut. The ag department
Board; South Dakota Hereford Association; South
is taking a 10.8 percent cut, which leaves it “lean and mean.”
Dakota Cattlemen’s Association; and past associate
The latest cut brings the department’s budget reduction to 20
director for Country Pride Co-op. Bones provided an
percent over a three-year period. The ag department’s general
acre of his ground for an “Acre of Corn” program on KELO
TV and donated the $1,000 in proceeds to charity.
fund budget is down to where it was 10 years ago.
“We need to be a little more creative, to partner with

Walt Bones
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challenges and embrace opportunities
industry a little more,” Bones said.
He said he has great employees who have worked the
past two years without a raise. The ag department’s budget
amounts to one-half of 1 percent of the tax money that goes to
the state’s general fund.
Bones already has traveled in mid-February to Washington,
D.C. to meet with Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack and
members of state agriculture associations.
Daugaard chose Bones from four finalists who were recommended by a task force. Bones said the timing was right for him to
accept the secretary’s job, for several reasons. First of all, his children are grown up. Another huge factor is that he and his partners
– two brothers, a brother-in-law and three nephews – brought in a
professional last year to create a strategic plan for the farm.
“We have a fairly large operation together, but if we split

up we would be smaller than the average farm in the state,”
Bones said.
The seven relatives and their long-time employee sat down
with the facilitator and established a plan that gets the younger
generation more involved in decision making. The nephews,
who have created MDM Farms, farmed one field last year and
will farm three this year.
“Those guys who are fifth-generation are actively involved
now,” Bones said. “Without them and the support of my wife and
my mom, there’s no way I could do this (serve as ag secretary).”
Bones committed to serve two years in that role.
“There’s no greater industry. No one has the opportunities
we have in agriculture,” Bones said. “Farmers can be creative
and innovative. It’s a great industry with great people. I feel
fortunate and privileged.”

Corn Yield Contest winners honored
C

ongratulations to winners in the 2010 National Corn
Growers Association Corn Yield Contest.
South Dakota’s winners recorded yields as high as 287.6
bushels per acre.
That was the winning mark harvested by Justin Ogle of
Harold in the ridge till irrigated division. South Dakota had 118
entries in six categories. Winners were honored at a luncheon
held in conjunction with the SDCGA’s annual meeting.
Nationally, the contest drew 7,119 entries, setting a
participation record again this year. The contest, conducted
by the NCGA, is in its 46th year and remains the organization’s
most popular program for members.

Randy Kienow (left) of Aberdeen accepts his award from SDCGA
President Gary Duffy. Kienow placed second in the Class A no-till/
strip till non-irrigated division with a yield of 256.8 bushels.
February 2011

2010 State Contest Winners
RANk/Name/City

Brand

Hybrid	Yield

Irrigated
1. Iron Nation, Pierre
2. Riverside Farms, Huron
3. Randy Svendsen, Volin

Pioneer
Pioneer
Dekalb

35F40
34F07
DKC63-42

251.61
240.84
237.69

No-Till/Strip-Till Irrigated
1. Iron Nation, Pierre
2. Prairie Creek Ranch, Yankton
3. Greg McCann, Springfield

Pioneer
Pioneer
Pioneer

P0461HR
34F07
33P83

263.74
239.14
236.66

No-Till/Strip-Till Non-Irrigated
1. Brookside Farms, Akron, IA
2. Kienow Farms Inc, Aberdeen
3. Lannie Mielke, Mellette

Pioneer
Dekalb
Dekalb

34F07
DKC53-45
DKC61-69

262.84
256.81
256.07

Non-Irrigated
1. Brookside Farms, Akron, IA
2. Eric Fornia, Elk Point
3. Frank Kralicek, Yankton

Pioneer
Dekalb
Pioneer

34F07
DKC59-35
33Z74

266.88
255.67
237.64

Ridge-Till Irrigated
1. Justin Ogle, Harrold
2. David Ogle, Harrold
3. Stacey Ogle, Mitchell

Dekalb
Dekalb
Pioneer

DKC64-79
DKC55-09
33B54

287.61
254.01
240.31

Ridge-Till Non-Irrigated
1. Scott McKee, Hawarden, IA

Pioneer

33P83

238.72
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China trip offers inside look at ag & trade

F

After Canada had a BSE outbreak among its cattle, that nation
our south dakota Corn representatives were part
approached China and asked what it could do to get Chinese
of a U.S. contingent that recently spent a week in China
to buy Canadian beef. The two nations agreed on certain
promoting U.S. beef and corn, building relationships, and
stipulations.
learning more about a nation that’s a potential hotbed for
Meanwhile, the U.S. government seemed to expect China
American agricultural commodities.
to
come
to us and didn’t show a willingness to work with that
The Jan. 24-Feb.1 trade mission, hosted by the U.S. Meat
country, Duffy said. As a result, China started buying more beef
Export Federation, took Executive Director Lisa Richardson,
from Canada, New Zealand and Australia.
Legislative/Industry Affairs Director Teddi Mueller, SDCGA
Fremark wore a cowboy hat every
President Gary Duffy and
waking
hour of the trip as a symbol of
SDCUC President David
South Dakota agriculture, and it drew
Fremark to Beijing, Macau and
attention.
Hong Kong. Joining them were
The group saw hundreds of
Jere White, Bob Timmons and
thousands
of people in crowded squares
Mike Brzon, all of the Kansas
and on the streets of Beijing. Fremark
Corn Growers Association,
described it as a sea of bobbing heads of
and Donald Song and Joel
people walking.
Haggard of the USMEF.
“I expected to see crowds, to see
“One of the things I
lots of people. What I didn’t expect
learned was that people in
to see was people who were better
Asia like to meet the people who are raising
dressed, better kept. These folks have
the products they’re using,” Duffy said. “A lot of
money,” he said. “Naturally, we were
Asian culture is based on relationships. This was
not out in the country-side either. We
an opportunity to build relationships.”
were in Beijing, which the government
At the very least, the group left an
professes to be the showplace of China.”
impression that American farmers are willing to listen.
Outside of Beijing, the group toured a dairy.
“They are our customers,” Duffy said.
In Macau, they visited a tourism school. In a cooking class
One of the main things Duffy said caught his attention was
the affluence of some Chinese people. He had a picture in his
there, student chefs are taught how to properly cook U.S. beef.
mind of Chinese people in sustenance living. All it took to open
The visitors were able to sample some of the dishes. It was also
his eyes to the Chinese people’s way of life and growing middle
an opportunity for people who produce U.S. beef and people
class was the trip from the airport to the hotel. He saw nice cars
involved in the cooking program to meet one another.
and impressive infrastructure.
Members of that growing
middle class want meat in
their diets, so there will be
opportunities for American
livestock producers, Duffy said.
“We know they have a
huge population, and we think
they’ll have issues sustaining
themselves without importing
meat from the U.S. or some
place in the world,” he said.
Duffy said American
livestock producers sometimes
get fed up over China doing
things to close its markets
to U.S. beef, but some of the
Representatives of South Dakota and Kansas Corn associations meet with trade officials in Hong Kong.
blame might belong with the
From left: Gary Duffy, Jere White, Bob Timmons, Lisa Richardson, Erich Kuss, director of the Agricultural
United States. He cited Canada Trade Office of the U.S. Consulate General, David Fremark, Teddi Mueller, Mike Brzon and Chris Li,
agricultural marketing specialist with the Agricultural Trade Office of the U.S. Consulate General.
as an example of cooperation.

“A lot of Asian
culture is based
on relationships.
This was an
opportunity to
build relationships.”

—Gary Duffy
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opportunities
Fremark said one of the
most important things to
come out of the trip, although
it was an unintentional result,
was an understanding of how
to succeed at doing business
with the Chinese. That came
from a Continental Grain Co.
executive who has been selling
A U.S. contingent meets with Chinese representatives. From left: Mike Brzon, Teddi Mueller, Lisa Richpremixed feed in China for 25
ardson, Jere White, Bob Timmons, Liu Ren, David Fremark, Zhang Yun, Hu Yaoqing, Gary Duffy and Joel
years and grew the business
from nothing to $100 million in Haggard. Liu Ren is director general of the Department of Foreign Affairs, Zhang Yun is division director
of the Department of Macro Management and Hu Yaoqing is with the State Administration of Grain.
annual sales.
He said the U.S. should not
be telling the Chinese they’ll need to buy 7 million metric tons
“Their definition of fresh is meat from animals killed that
of American corn next year. That’s not the way to do business
morning,” Richardson said.
in Asia, the Continental representative told him. It’s backwards.
Hong Kong, which has 7 million people, gets fresh meat and
If the Chinese government is told what it needs to do, it will do
vegetables from mainland China and sells the produce in openeverything possible to avoid doing that, he said.
air wet markets.
“Rather, the approach should be, ‘Hey China, we still have the
Richardson noted that China’s middle class is growing
third-largest crop we’ve ever had. It’s high quality, it has excellent immensely and is becoming a huge consumer of goods.
test weight and there’s still plenty of it. We know we have a
She also was impressed with China’s capacity to do things.
good product and we have plenty to sell if you want to buy.’ It’s
For instance, they’ve used parts of mountains to build ports. And
salesmanship,” Fremark said. “What we learned is maybe there’s a
they’ve constructed tremendous buildings. When the nation’s
better way to do business with the burgeoning market in China.”
leaders set their minds on doing something or making changes,
If the U.S. Grains Council uses that approach, it could have
they do it quickly.
additional success, he said.
Many farms are two or three acres in size, with all work done
Fremark said he came away convinced the USMEF people
by hand, Richardson said. The average corn yield in China is 86
have built good working relationships with the Chinese. The
bushels per acre, but the government will be able to push that
USMEF representative who accompanied the group was greeted number higher through technology.
with hugs and smiles by the restaurant owner and staff.
“Don’t underestimate them,” she said.
Macau and Hong Kong are special administrative regions of
Richardson said the group saw U.S. beef in mainland
China. Macau, a former Portuguese colony, is heavily dependent
markets even though it’s officially not allowed there. Chinese
on gambling and tourism, and is often called the Las Vegas
have a palate for meat that Americans would consider unusual.
of China. Hong Kong, a former British colony, is a leading
Rather than loins, tenderloins and ribeye that Americans like
international financial center.
best, Chinese prefer cuts that have more texture. And that’s the
Their European influences in the two regions are apparent,
area Richardson sees as the greatest potential for beef exports.
and Hong Kong residents drive Mercedes, Porsches, Bentleys and
She said the high-end dairy that the group toured was
Rolls Royces. U.S. beef is allowed in Macau and Hong Kong, but
modern and very clean. It had more than 5,000 dairy cows. The
not the rest of China.
dairy is struggling to get rid of its manure because many farmers
Fremark said the mission of the trip was two-fold: To
don’t seem to understand its value as fertilizer.
promote U.S. beef and corn; and to investigate how USMEF
In the short term, China is a promising market for U.S. meat
money is being spent and how it promotes its products. The
and grain, Richardson said. Long-term, it’s hard to predict. The
contingent got to see U.S. beef in grocery stores and taste it in
U.S. visitors saw a snapshot of the potential, but the Chinese
restaurants, comparing it with beef from other countries.
government will have a great deal of say in the market.
“We all thought the U.S. beef was superior,” he said.
For example, the communist government told capitalistic
Lisa Richardson, SDCGA and SDCUC executive director, said
companies they could no longer purchase U.S. corn.
the China visit made several significant impressions.
“Capitalism and communism, long-term, I don’t know
For one thing, the Chinese people eat differently than
how those work together,” Richardson said. “It’s truly in the
Americans do. They like a potpourri of flavors in their meals: fish,
hands of their government. You have to remember the Chinese
beef, pork, deer.
government has huge resources.”
February 2011
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Oprah's at it again...
. . . but she doesn't have the final say

F

armers may not have the huge following that Oprah has, but social networking is a
simple means to make your voices heard all over the world.
Earlier this month, Oprah Winfrey once again imposed her own beliefs on her staff
and her viewers by “challenging” them to become vegans for a week. More than 370 of
her staffers gave it a try. Seventy of them quit the vegan diet before the week was over.
Kudos to Cargill for opening up its packing plant to Winfrey’s videographers so
meat haters could see the care and cleanliness of meat processing.
If you’re tired of attacks on the livestock and meat industries, and the
propaganda spread by vegetarians and vegans, let your voices be heard. Blog or
tweet about it. Post something on your Facebook page. Let people know the
hazards of a vegan diet, particularly for children.
Vegans may be at risk of nutrition deficiencies, such as vitamins A, B and
D, riboflavin, zinc, calcium, iron and essential amino acids. Vegans tend not
to eat enough protein. Humans prefer animal proteins and fats to cereals
and tubers because they contain essential amino acids in the correct ratio.
According to the American Heart Association, a vegetarian diet can
be unhealthy if it contains too many calories and/or saturated fat and not
enough important nutrients.
The best way to counter negative campaigns is by telling our own
stories. And it’s easier now than ever..
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Advanced Planter Control System*
Breaking new ground. OmniRow’s new planter control technology
and sub-inch RTK accuracy take you where others only dream of going.
Revolutionary motor-clutch design for
greater efficiency, durability and
performance (patent pending)
Variable-rate seeding by row or section
for maximum yields and savings
Real-time seed monitoring and singulation
reporting to eliminate skips and doubles
RTK sub-inch accuracy, automatic on-off
planter control — and so much more

* Works seamlessly with
Raven’s Envizio Pro
optional Slingshot™
RTK/Online Service
and SmarTrax RTK™
assisted steering.
And if you already
have a planter control
system, OmniRow
can make it better.

Contact your Raven dealer today.
FIELD
COMPUTERS

GUIDANCE
& STEERING

APPLICATION
CONTROLS

BOOM
CONTROLS

Call 1.800.243.5435. Or visit OmniRow.com.
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PLANTER
CONTROLS

Our roots are in agriculture! If you are looking for experienced
lending professionals who are backed by a bank that has been
serving Ag Customers since 1872, call us today! Also ask about
our IronCountry equipment financing and leasing program.

firstdakota.com

Member FDIC

With locations in Chamberlain, Kimball, Mitchell, Oacoma,
Parkston, Salem, Sioux Falls, Vermillion, Wagner and
Yankton. Loan Production Offices in Corsica, Mitchell, and
Platte, SD; Elgin, Hastings and Ogallala, NE
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China investigating U.S. pricing of DDGS

C

hina has begun an anti-dumping investigation
against imports of U.S.-origin distillers dried grains
with soluble (DDGS). Chinese authorities are conducting
a fact-finding process that will investigate specific ethanol
company practices. To reach a final
ruling against the U.S. trade, China
must show evidence that DDGS
has been dumped in the Chinese
market at prices below what other
buyers pay, and that Chinese
interests have been injured in the
dumping.
Provision tariffs on DDGS could
begin as early as this spring. China
is expected to make a decision on
its findings by Dec. 28, 2011.

As U.S. ethanol has increased, so has the availability
of DDGS. At the same time, China’s need for protein feed
ingredient has increased. Chinese livestock producers began
purchasing DDGS three years ago. In 2011, China purchased
more than 2 million metric tons
of DDG.
DDG is one of the only
feed ingredients going into the
Chinese market duty free.

A small barge is loaded with U.S.
DDGS at China's Shenzhen Chiwan
Port. The product was delivered
to feed mills up the Pearl River.
PHOTO: USGC
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Ethanol production at Dakota Ethanol consumes about 17 million bushels of corn
from the region and provides not only an environmentally friendly fuel, but also
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1-888-539-2676  wwww.dakotaethanol.com
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Go to www.sgs.com/agriculture or call (877) 692-7611 for information

Committed to Agriculture since 1872...
A corporate sponsor of SDCGA
800.657.5826

firstdakota.com
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De Smet, SD
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Crowd learns, mingles
and twists at SDCGA’s
25th Annual Meeting

rom the approval of resolutions to dancing on stage with Chubby
Checker, the 25th annual meeting of the South Dakota Corn Growers
Association was a resounding success.

Participants were enlightened throughout the day by a diverse group of speakers.
Nearly 300 people showed up at the Sioux Falls Convention Center to hear opening speaker
Sue Martin’s insight on grain demand and prices. In following sessions, a panel discussed
emerging opportunities, South Dakotans Troy and Stacy Hadrick shared their knowledge and
successes in using social media, and economist Jay Lehr talked about the greatness of agriculture
and what lies ahead.
SDCGA President Gary Duffy said the meeting went well from start to finish.
“The producers I talked to were very excited about the speakers we had and the topics,” Duffy said.
“I think the best part of the evening was surprising Jim Woster as MVP. It truly was a surprise.”
Lunch speaker was Barry Dunn, dean of the College of Agriculture and Biological Sciences at
South Dakota State University, whose chair is endowed by the SDCUC. He spoke about iGrow, a new and
promising, web-based, cooperative extension tool.
The meeting also was a time for recognitions, with awards given to Corn Yield Contest winners, retiring
board members, and a president whose term expires. Annual awards also were presented for Excellence in
Agriculture, Legislative Appreciation and Excellence in Public Outreach. In the best-kept surprise of the year,
emcee Jim Woster received the MVP Award.
Despite a snowstorm that kept away some guests from the southeast corner of the state, a large crowd
of members, friends and partners attended the evening “Corn Hop,” to enjoy the social, silent
auction, prime-rib dinner and entertainment. U.S. Sen. John Thune and U.S.
Rep Kristi Noem took time out of their schedules to join us and
speak about the deficit, the budget, ethanol
and agriculture.
Capping off a
hugely successful
event, rock ‘n’ roll
icon Chubby Checker
generated a great
crowd reaction with
his energy and popular
songs. Dozens joined
him on stage to show
off their dance moves,
exerting enough energy
to seemingly handpick 80
acres of corn.
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Presidental
Recognition Award
Presidential
Recognition
Award:
David Fremark
Under David Fremark’s
helm as president of the
South Dakota Corn Utilization
Council, the organization
endowed $2 million toward
the dean’s position at South
Dakota State University’s
College of Agriculture and
Biological Sciences, and
initiated a campaign called the True Environmentalist.
Those are just a couple of the many
accomplishments during that time. On Jan. 22, the South
Dakota Corn Growers Association presented Fremark the
Presidential Recognition Award during its 25th annual
meeting.
Fremark joined the SDCUC board in 2006 and served
two years as president. He possesses key qualities that
it takes to be a leader: passion, commitment to a cause,
and the ability to make an important decision and stick
with it. He’s determined and confident, and takes charge.
Tough decisions come easy for him and people follow his
decisions.
Fremark operates a diversified grain and livestock
farm near St. Lawrence, just east of Miller. He has huge
pride in the community and a true interest in the young
generation there. He’s president of the local school
board.
He recently was appointed to the U.S. Meat Export
Federation’s executive committee and previously served
on the Public Policy Action Team for the National Corn
Growers Association.
Fremark has been a strong advocate for the ethanol
and livestock industries. He believes they both have
great opportunity to grow in South Dakota.
David returned to the family farm to join his father in
1984 after graduating with an ag business degree from
South Dakota State University, where he also played
football.
He married his high school sweetheart, Lori.
Their family includes Peter, Maggie, Jake, Kelli and her
husband, Aaron. David is a deacon at St. Lawrence
Community Church.
Fremark will remain on the SDCUC board.
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Walt Bones, SDCGA
District 1. Bones has
been a strong spokesman
for agriculture for years
and will now carry that
into his new role as South
Dakota’s secretary of
agriculture. Bones joined
the board in 2009 and
served on the Joint Trade
Policy Team. He runs a
multi-faceted family farm
near Chancellor. The Bones ranch was homesteaded
in 1879. With partners who include Walt’s brothers, a
brother-in-law and three nephews, they are the
fourth and fifth generations to till the same soil as
their ancestors. Today, the operation is highly
diversified, incorporating corn, soybeans, wheat and
alfalfa. The grasslands are grazed by a commercial
beef cow herd, and they also operate a feed yard.
The Boneses were instrumental in developing Turner
County Dairy, a 1,900-head cooperative effort
between neighbors. Bones has the following
affiliations: 2008 SD Property Tax Revision Advisory
Committee; American Farm Bureau National Hay
and Forage Committee; South Dakota Ag and Rural
Leadership program participant and board member;
Minnehaha County Planning and Zoning Board;
South Dakota Hereford Association; South Dakota
Cattlemen’s Association and past associate director
for Country Pride Co-op. Walt and his wife, Jan, have
three grown children: Christi, Lisa and Ryan.

David Leiseth, SDCGA
District 3. Leiseth has
served on the board
since 2002 and has been
an especially active
leader on wetlands
issues. He lives at Hayti,
where he farms with his
brother, Paul, and
nephew, Dustin. His
operation consists of
corn, soybeans and
wheat. He graduated from South Dakota State
University with an ag business degree. He served
two years as treasurer of the South Dakota Corn
PAC committee and helped attract new members
by serving as chairman of the SDCGA Membership
Committee. David said he chose farming as a
profession because he enjoys working with the
land and the challenges that farmers have to
overcome. He and his wife, Lisa, have three
children: Mason, Tristen and Faith.
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Outstanding Service Awards
Outstanding Service Awards honor retiring directors

The South Dakota Corn Growers Association recognized six board members who have completed their allowed terms
with the SDCGA and SDCUC: Walt Bones, David Leiseth, Marv Schumacher, Jim Thyen, Mark Garber and Mark Lounsbery.
Marv Schumacher, SDCGA
District 9. Schumacher is a
leader in diversification and
no-till farming. He and his
wife, Melanie, farm 12 miles
north of Pierre, and their 2,200
acres are all no-till.
Schumacher grows 600 acres
of corn, 600 acres of wheat,
300 acres of soybeans and 200
acres of milo, with the
remaining acres split among
millet, peas and cover crops. The majority of the acres
are dryland; 400 are irrigated. Schumacher also does
custom spraying and harvesting. He shares labor and
equipment with this brother, who farms adjoining land.
Schumacher grew up farming but rented his own
ground beginning in 1980. He joined the SDCGA board
in January 2005. He also served on the Hughes County
Farm Service Agency board until term-limiting out. The
Schumachers have two daughters: Ariana and Malia.

Mark Garber, SDCUC
District 12. Garber’s
commitment to the South
Dakota Corn Growers goes
back more than two decades.
He first joined the board in
1999 and started his most
recent term in 2005. He was
the chairman of the National
Corn Growers Association
Grower Services Action Team.
Mark lives 12 miles east of
Pierre, where his farming operation involves a four-year
rotation of winter wheat, spring wheat, corn,
sunflowers, and soybeans while incorporating no-till
into his farming. He began farming after high school.
During the dry years of 1976-77, he worked for the
Department of Game, Fish & Parks before returning to
farming in 1978. He also served on the Hughes County
Zoning Board. Mark has three children: Dustin, Cliff,
and Destiny.

Jim Thyen, SDCGA District 6.
Thyen is passionate about
transportation and livestock
issues. He’s been an active
leader in the state’s corn
industry, serving on the
SDCGA board since January
2002, most recently as
secretary/treasurer. He lives
near Waverly, where he raises
corn, wheat, soybeans, and
alfalfa. He also runs a dairy, a
beef cow/calf operation, and a cattle finishing operation.
He represented South Dakota as a member of the
Biotech Working Group and also was a member of the
Production Stewardship Action Team for NCGA. Jim
started farming in 1983 with his family. In addition to
serving on the SDCGA board, Jim also has served on the
Sioux Rural Water Board and the Codington County
Weed Board. He is a member of the South Dakota
Cattlemen’s Association and the Cateau Cattlemen’s
Association. Jim and his wife, Penny, have four children:
Ryan, Jason, Sara, and Samantha.

Mark Lounsbery, SDCUC
District 6. Lounsbery has
been a familiar face on the
SDCUC board, having served
12 total years. He’s also been
a leader in the ethanol
industry. He lives near Revillo
with his wife, Kay. They farm
with their son Todd, and his
wife Pam, raising corn,
soybeans and wheat. Mark
and Kay also have a daughter,
Suzie. Mark began farming in 1967 with his dad,
Clifford, and his brothers Dick and Alan. Todd joined
Mark’s operation in 1995. Mark says farming has always
been a stimulating, challenging business and a
rewarding way of life. He believes it’s important to our
future to be active in pursuing and promoting
investment opportunities in agriculture and in South
Dakota communities. He also has served on boards
with Northern Wind LLC, South Dakota Wind Partners,
American Corn Growers Association, American Corn
Growers Foundation, National Corn Growers
Association and Northern Growers LLC, which is a
majority owner of the Poet-Big Stone ethanol plant.
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Outstanding
Legislative
Leadership Award
Outstanding
Legislative
Leadership Award:
Rep. Mitch Fargen
This year’s winner of
the Outstanding Legislative
Leadership Award is Rep.
Mitch Fargen of Flandreau. The
award is given to a visionary
legislator who is passionate
about leading South Dakota to
the next level.
Fargen is quickly establishing a record of putting
agriculture at the forefront. He has served in the
Legislature since 2008 and had an impressive first term
before getting re-elected last November. He has been
involved in politics for more than 12 years, volunteering
on various campaigns throughout the state and working
with local governments and policy makers. He holds a
degree from South Dakota State University with a double
major in business economics and political science.
As a legislator, he has devoted a great deal of time to
working on renewable energy, economic development
and education.
Fargen developed and passed a number of bills,
including a $1 million ethanol blender pump incentive
bill. The legislation provided gas station owners with a
$10,000 per pump grant to install equipment needed
to sell higher blends of ethanol. He has continued
to promote the blender-pump bill to other state
governments and Congress.
He also wrote the landowner portion of the windgenerated energy bill, which was enacted during the
2010 session and ensures continued protection of
landowners’ rights in South Dakota.
As a representative of Lake, Moody, Miner and
Sanborn counties, he is serving as the assistant minority
leader in the House this legislative session. That role gives
him a seat during leadership meetings with the governor
and Republican legislative officers.
He is rural development director for the South
Dakota Farmers Union.
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Excellence in Public
Outreach Award
Excellence Public
Outreach Award:
KELO TV
Many people who’ve
lived in cities all of their
lives don’t have a clue what
happens on a farm. They
don’t have an understanding
of the work and care that go
into running an operation, or
the worries that come with
it. They don’t know about
today’s technology that takes farming to a higher level of
productivity and efficiency.
In 2010, a new promotion helped share agricultural
insight with many of those people. KELO-TV worked with
the South Dakota Corn Growers Association and South
Dakota Corn Utilization Council to adopt an acre of corn
for the season. Walt Bones, who was one of our board
members, provided the acre of corn nine miles west of
Tea and KELO followed the crop from planting season
through harvest. A large sign at the site promoted the
program.
The KELOland Acre of Corn was a unique and
informative feature. Through seven TV reports over the
course of seven months, Brian Karstens interviewed
Bones and agronomist Dave Delay and gave viewers
behind-the-scene glimpses into crop farming. They heard
about soil testing, phosphorus levels, corn maturity
ratings and GPS mapping.
The corn was planted April 20, was six feet tall on
July 5, and yielded 211 bushels at harvest. Proceeds of
$1,000 were donated to charity.
KELO made numerous visits to the site throughout
the season. Stories focused on the economics of
growing an acre of corn, the role of an agronomist, the
technology that’s involved in planting and harvesting,
and how weather affects the crop.
The Public Outreach Award went to KELO and
Karstens for their accurate, educational and enthusiastic
account.
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Excellence in
Agriculture Award
Excellence in
Agriculture
Award:
Lars Herseth
Lars Herseth, winner
of this year’s Excellence
in Agriculture award, has
demonstrated a strong
passion for many agricultural
causes, and ethanol is near
the top of the list.
A third-generation
farmer, he was a South
Dakota Corn Utilization Council board member from
1998 to 2006. It was a vibrant time in agriculture with the
building of a new industry – ethanol.
The role of the Utilization Council, its members and
its leaders was crucial to the development of the ethanol
industry. His experience as a Council representative on
the board of the American Coalition for Ethanol led to his
current role as president of ACE.
Herseth has been an avid promoter of E15, blender
pumps and flex-fuel vehicles. He serves on the board of
directors for Northern Growers Ethanol and is an investor
in several locally owned ethanol plants. He’s also on
Dakota Marketing Coalition and South Dakota Farmers
Union Foundation boards.
Herseth served in the South Dakota House of
Representatives and was minority leader. He ran for
governor in 1986, and in 1988 was elected to the State
Senate where he served as president pro tem and
minority leader. As a legislator, he worked on bills that
saved a majority of the state’s railroad system, provided
incentives for the building of the ethanol industry, and
created the Corn Utilization Council and corn check-off.
Herseth has degrees in government and history from
the University of South Dakota.
He is a former board member of the American Corn
Growers Association, South Dakota Association of Senior
Centers, South Dakotans for the Arts, South Dakota
Quarter Horse Racing Association, Trinity Lutheran
Church and Bethesda Nursing Home.
His family includes his wife, Diane, three children,
and three grandchildren.

February 2011

Most Valuable
Player in
Agriculture Award
Most Valuable
Player in
Agriculture:
Jim Woster
It’s not easy to surprise
the wise and clever Jim
Woster, especially when he’s
the emcee, but that’s what the
South Dakota Corn Growers
Association did at its 25th
annual meeting.
The group floored Woster
when it presented him with its
MVP Award, which recognizes an individual or organization
that has helped achieve common goals and create
milestones and advancement in the agricultural industry.
Woster, who has spent most of his life among livestock
and farmers, is one of South Dakota agriculture’s mostrecognizable personalities. He worked 42 years at the
Sioux Falls Stockyards, first as a cattle buyer and then as a
reporter of daily livestock prices on radio and television.
He also served as a master of ceremonies and story teller at
numerous agricultural events.
A Lyman County native, he grew up on a cattle and
grain farm north of Reliance. He graduated from South
Dakota State University in 1962 with a degree in animal
and range sciences and did two years of postgraduate
work in ruminant nutrition.
Woster has received many awards and recognitions,
including one as the Sioux Falls Area Chamber of
Commerce’s Agribusiness Citizen of the Year in 1987.
He does public relations work for the SDSU Foundation
and Avera McKennan Hospital. He is so synonymous
with both agriculture and SDSU that his friends started
a scholarship endowment in his name. He also produces
Corn Comments radio commentary, writes a column for the
Tri-State Neighbor and serves on the South Dakota Hall of
Fame Board of Directors. He also was co-chairman of the
Events Center Task Force.
Jim also pays visits to hospital patients three or four
times a week.
Jim and his wife, Penny, have three children: Jim,
Michelle and Sara. They also have four grandchildren
– Tessa, Lulu, August and Simon – with a fifth due this
summer.
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Nearly 30 current and former SDCGA and SDCUC directors and their families gathered at a reception during the SDCGA’s 25th
Annual Meeting at the Sioux Falls Convention Center. Kneeling (from left): Reed Mayberry, Brian Renelt, Lynn Jensen, Ron Alverson,
Keith Alverson, Brian Woldt, Chad Blindauer, David Fremark, Mark Gross. Standing: Bill Whipple, Craig Swanson, Reid Jensen, Jerry
Rubendall, David Gillen, Ludwig Hohm, Darrin Ihnen, Mike Randall, John Olbertson, Delton Strasser, Don Pugh, Francis Hass, Bill
Chase, Jim Burg, Brian Smith, Lewis Bainbridge, Jason Kontz, Mark Klumb, Marv Schumacher and Mark Lounsbery.
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NASCAR kicks off season using El 5
American Ethanol partners with Bowyer, No. 33 Chevrolet

A

NASCAR driver from the heart of corn country will serve
as official spokesman for American Ethanol during the 2011
racing season.
American Ethanol, a coalition headed by the National Corn
Growers Association and Growth Energy, has entered into a
sponsor partnership with Richard
Childress Racing and its No. 33
Chevrolet driver, Clint Bowyer,
for the 2011 NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series season.
Bowyer, a Kansas native,
will be the official spokesman
on behalf of America’s
green, clean alternative fuel
component. American Ethanol will be the primary sponsor of his
car at the Kansas Speedway 400 and an associate sponsor of the
car for the rest of the season.
NASCAR opened its season Feb. 20 at the Daytona 500.
The coalition has a partnership agreement with NASCAR
to promote the use of domestically-produced ethanol from

Celebrate National Ag Week with

FREE Frozen Custard
Tuesday, March 15

Learn more about how farmers grow our food
and enjoy a dish of free frozen custard at your local
participating Culver’s locations.

See 10 reasons to thank a farmer at: www.TrueEnvironmentalists.com/thanks
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both corn and cellulosic biomass. This year, NASCAR embraced
the desire for greener, American-job-producing fuels when it
announced its move to Sunoco Green E15 for its three national
series.
“Corn farmers have played a big role funding research to
make ethanol production more efficient and promoting its
many benefits,” said Bart Schott, National Corn
Growers Association president. “Now, it is time
to showcase all ethanol has to
offer on a national stage.
Working with professional
pacesetters like Clint Bowyer
and Richard Childress Racing,
NASCAR, and Growth Energy
is a remarkable opportunity for America’s
family farmers.”
Tom Buis, Growth Energy’s CEO, said
Richard Childress Racing and Clint Bowyer
are great additions to the American
Ethanol team.
“Clint’s from Kansas,
and he knows firsthand the
opportunities that American
farming and American
ethanol offer our country
– opportunities to create
jobs here, clean our air, and
strengthen national security
“Born and raised in
by making our nation more energy
independent,” Buis said.
the Midwest, it’s truly
Ethanol is the most
an honor to support
commercially-viable alternative
American farmers as
that America has to offset the
they strive to develop
economic impact of foreign
petroleum. Corn ethanol
energy independence
reduces emissions by 59 percent,
for our country.
and cellulosic ethanol is at
I look forward to
least 86 percent cleaner. While
representing American
strengthening America’s energy
independence, ethanol helps
Ethanol both on and off
create American jobs – studies
the track.”
have shown that for every $1 sent
overseas for oil, $1.55 leaves the
U.S. economy.
Bowyer said he looks forward to representing ethanol
producers.
“Born and raised in the Midwest, it’s truly an honor to support
American farmers as they strive to develop energy independence
for our country,” Bowyer said. “I look forward to representing
American Ethanol both on and off the track.”
South Dakota Corn Talk

"Enchanted Evening" draws large turnout of legislators

R

epresentatives of South Dakota Corn
and American Coalition for Ethanol
showed their appreciation to legislators and
state officials Feb. 23 by hosting an evening
social in Pierre.
Forty-eight representatives, twenty-one
senators and several state officials socialized
with South Dakota Corn directors and staff
members during “An Enchanted Evening with
Ag and Energy.”
The gathering was an opportunity for the
Legislators socialize with representatives of South Dakota Corn and the American
Corn Growers to discuss a variety of issues
Coalition for Ethanol during Enchanted Evening.
with their legislators face-to-face and thank
them for their commitment to the state’s agricultural industry.
The South Dakota Corn Growers Association board of directors held its regular meeting the following day in Pierre.
“We appreciate the commitment, leadership and
passion for public service shown by our South Dakota
officials,” said Teddi Mueller, SDCGA’s legislative and
industry affairs director. “This is a challenging year for the
Legislature with the state facing a budget shortfall, and
we recognize all the extra work they’re putting in.”
This was the second year that South Dakota Corn and
ACE partnered to host the social event.
he Risk Management Agency is in the process

RMA crop insurance regulation
won't change until 2012

T

of making changes to its crop insurance program,
but a payout proposal that would require one planting
in a three-year period wouldn’t be implemented until
2012.
Doug Hagel, a USDA regional director, clarified
that point recently after a meeting between USDA
officials and U.S. Sen. John Thune’s staff in Sioux Falls.
The group discussed Prevented Planting issues in the
Prairie Pothole National Priority Area.
Hagel said a proposed 1-in-3 rule is going through
a filing process to be implemented for the 2012 crop
year. Under the proposal, land would need to have a
crop planted on it at least one year out of three to be
eligible for crop insurance.
Prevented planting is defined in RMA policy as,
“Failure to plant the insured crop by the final planting
date designated in the special provisions for the
insured crop in the county, or within any applicable late
planting period, due to an insured cause of loss that
is general to the surrounding area and that prevents
other producers from planting acreage with similar
characteristics.”
RMA will continue to work with approved insurance
providers to ensure its policies and procedures are
being implemented properly and fairly through
meetings, updates and bulletins, Hagel said. RMA also
will continue to review selected claims of $500,000 or
more to ensure the policies are being applied.
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Approved SDCGA
1. Proposed Resolution:
SDCGA Board – General Section
The SDCGA supports balancing the federal budget.
2. Proposed Resolution:
Gary Duffy – General Section
The SDCGA urges that as the Productivity-Based Property
Tax System is being implemented that limits also be put in
place restricting government’s ability to use increases in
valuation for capital projects without a vote of the people.
3. Proposed Amendment:
SDCGA Board –Ag Processing/Ethanol Section
The SDCGA requests all farmers to encourage fuel suppliers
to provide ethanol E-10 and E-85 blends all ethanol
blended fuels to their customers, which are quality fuels
that meet ASTM volatility specifications.
4. Proposed Amendment:
SDCGA Board –Ag Processing/Ethanol Section
The SDCGA supports the usage of ethanol or biodiesel in
all state owned vehicles. when available.
5. Proposed Amendment:
SDCGA Board –Ag Processing/Ethanol Section
The SDCGA supports requiring all combustion vehicles
built after 2010 be flex fuel.
6. Proposed Amendment:
SDCGA Board –Ag Processing/Ethanol Section
The SDCGA supports putting blender pumps for unleaded
and E-85 ethanol blended fuels throughout the US
Midwest that would give flex fuel vehicle owners the
opportunity to select the blend of Ethanol E-85 and
unleaded that is the most cost effective for their vehicle
upon appropriate federal approval.
7. Proposed Amendment:
SDCGA Board –Ag Processing/Ethanol Section
The SDCGA supports state programs to provide for longterm South Dakota agricultural processing investments;
South Dakota’s 20-cent producer incentive to ethanol
production facilities will sunset December 13, 2006. The
need for the reinstatement of this successful program
should be evaluated annually.
8. Proposed Strike:
SDCGA Board –Ag Processing/Ethanol Section
The SDCGA supports the permanent extension of the
45 cents federal excise tax credit for ethanol and other
renewable fuels and the 54 cent tariff on imported ethanol.
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Resolutions

9. Proposed Resolution:
Keith Alverson – Ag Processing/Ethanol Section
The SDCGA supports science and research to enable cornstarch ethanol to qualify as an advanced biofuel under
RFS2.
10. Proposed Resolution:
SDCGA Board – Ag Processing/Ethanol Section
The SDCGA supports extending the VEETC and import
tariff.
11. Proposed Strike:
SDCGA Board –Ag Processing/Ethanol Section
The SDCGA supports and encourages a change in the
ASTME Bio-Diesel Fuel Standard to include Methal and
Ethal ester.
12. Proposed Strike:
SDCGA Board –Ag Processing/Ethanol Section
The SDCGA supports the federal loan program for electric
power cooperatives.
13. Proposed Strike:
SDCGA Board –Ag Processing/Ethanol Section
The SDCGA encourages the Northern Crops Institute
(NCI) and the US Grains Council (USGC) to promote and
educate potential new customers about value-added corn
products.
14. Proposed Resolution:
David Gillen – Farm Bill Section
The SDCGA supports across the board cuts in federal
spending to balance the US Government Budget. These
cuts include USDA programs.
15. Proposed Amendment:
SDCGA Board –Farm Bill Section
The SDCGA opposes opening up the 2007 2008 Farm Bill.
16. Proposed Strike:
SDCGA Board –Farm Bill Section
The SDCGA will support producers’ education on the
Conservation Security Program (CSP) so they understand
the pros and cons.
17. Proposed Amendment:
SDCGA Board –Environment Section
The SDCGA opposes EPA’s consideration to impose control
over all non un-navigational waterways.
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18. Proposed Resolution:
Keith Alverson – Environment Section
The SDCGA encourages producers to continually work on
improving their nutrient management practices for the
economic and environmental benefits it would provide.

26. Proposed Resolution:
SDCGA Board – Environment Section
The SDCGA urges EPA to use sound science in determining
environmental impacts when it comes to the use of crop
protection products.

19. Proposed Strike:
SDCGA Board –Environment Section
The SDCGA encourages farmers to follow the guidelines
set forth in the Best Management Practices Manual to
balance the potential impacts on profitability and improve
environmental quality.

27. Proposed Strike:
SDCGA Board –Environment Section
The SDCGA supports that any legislation limiting green
house gasses should include agriculture offsets.

20. Proposed Resolution:
Keith Alverson – Environment Section
The SDCGA supports corn and ethanol industry research
and investment into economic and sustainable low carbon
technologies to further improve our Green House Gas
(GHG) accounting score.
21. Proposed Resolution:
Keith Alverson – Environment Section
The SDCGA demands that scientifically verifiable data be
used when considering indirect Green House Gas (GHG)
emission effects such as Indirect Land Use Change (ILUC), and
believe that all energy sources should be held accountable
for their indirect effects, based on equal boundaries.
22. Proposed Resolution:
Keith Alverson – Environment Section
The SDCGA supports using marginal petroleum
source emissions as the petroleum baseline when
calculating Green House Gas (GHG) reductions for
biofuels.
23. Proposed Resolution:
Keith Alverson – Environment Section
The SDCGA believes if biogenic carbon emissions
are counted in calculations for Green House Gas
(GHG) emissions from combustion of biomass and/or
biofuels, full credit must be given for the GHG uptake
and sequestration from the growing crop.
24. Proposed Strike:
SDCGA Board –Environment Section
The SDCGA supports the concept of carbon
trading through offsets and sound agronomic
principles.
25. Proposed Strike:
SDCGA Board –Environment Section
The SDCGA should investigate opportunities for
trading carbon credits.
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28. Proposed Amendment:
SDCGA Board –Environment Section
The SDCGA is opposed to any Sodsaver provision in the
Farm Bill. because of its unfairness to the prairie pothole
region.
29. Proposed Amendment:
SDCGA Board –Transportation Section
The SDCGA supports railroad the Dakota, Minnesota and
Eastern Railroad (DM&E) improvements in South Dakota,
and Minnesota, which enhances competition.

Calendar of Events
March 2-4, 2011
Commodity Classic
Tampa, FL
March 13-19, 2011
National Ag Week
March 19, 2011
Ag Day at the Washington
Pavilion
Sioux Falls, SD
March 25, 2011
SDCUC Board Meeting
Sioux Falls, SD
March 31, 2011
SDCGA Board Meeting
Sioux Falls, SD

June 15-17, 2011
SDCUC and SDCGA
Board Retreat
Yankton S.D.
June 23, 2011
SDCGA Corn Cob Open
Spring Creek Golf Course
Harrisburg, SD
July 13-14, 2011
NCGA Corn Congress
Washington D.C.
July 24-28, 2011
USGC Conference
San Francisco, CA

May 25-27, 2011
USMEF Conference
Washington D.C.
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Alverson one of six NCGA Corn Board candidates
Election to be held at July Corn Congress in Washington, D.C.

K
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Lynn Chrisp, Kenesaw, Neb. Chrisp is
eith Alverson of Chester is one of six
a former member of the NCGA Public Policy
candidates for five available positions on
and Research and Business Development
the 2012 NCGA Corn Board. Candidates will
action teams and former chairman of the
be introduced March 3 at the Corn Congress
National Corn Yield Contest. He is on the
in Tampa, Fla., and the election will be held at
Nebraska Corn Growers Association executive
the July Corn Congress in Washington, D.C.
committee and chairman of the Southern
“We have a terrific slate of candidates
Power District. Chrisp farms an irrigated
this year, with a great depth of knowledge
operation spanning 1,150 acres. With his wife,
and experience, and I want to thank them
Michele, and part-time seasonal help, Chrisp
for volunteering for the great responsibility
raises mostly corn with some soybeans.
of helping run our national organization,”
Don Elsbernd, Postville, Iowa. Elsbernd
Darrin Ihnen, chairman of the nominating
is
a
former
member of the NCGA Grower
committee, said in announcing the candidates
Services Action Team and is a director of
Feb. 7. “These six men have held leadership
the Iowa Corn Promotion Board as well as
positions in their states and have served on
a past president of the Iowa Corn Growers
NCGA teams in the past, so they have proved
Association. Chairman of the Growers
Keith Alverson
their skills and earned the respect of their
National Co-op, he and his wife farm 1,300
peers.”
acres of no-till corn and soybeans. They have two daughters and
Terms begin with the new fiscal year on Oct. 1. The
a son, who currently works for Ag Leader, but someday plans to
candidates:
Keith Alverson, Chester, S.D. Alverson serves as chairman come back to the farm.
of NCGA’s Ethanol Committee and is a director of the South
Dakota Corn Growers Association. A former vice president of
CORPORATE PARTNER
the South Dakota Corn Utilization Council, he and his wife, Kari,
operate a sixth-generation grain farm with his parents, aunt and
uncle. The 2,600-acre farm includes ridge-tilled irrigated and
dry land, with 85 percent going to corn and the remainder to
IT’S HARD WORK RAISING
soybeans.
24 MILLION JOBS.
Martin Barbre, Carmi, Ill. Running for re-election to
America’s farm families grow more than just
our food. In fact, agriculture helps feed our
the NCGA Corn Board, Barbre has been chairman of NCGA’s
economy with nearly $100 billion in exports
Biotechnology Working Group and is a former member of the
and over 24 million jobs here at home.
NCGA Ethanol Committee. He also is a past president of the
Illinois Corn Growers Association. Barbre farms in partnership
with his son on 6,500 acres, of which 5,800 are cropland. They
grow corn, soybeans, wheat, grain sorghum and tobacco.
Chip Bowling, Newburg, Md. Bowling is a member of the
NCGA Public Policy Action Team and Mycotoxin Task Force. He
is a former member of the NCGA CornPAC Committee and past
AMERICA’S FARMERS
GROW AMERICA.
president of the Maryland Grain Producers, as well as a director
AmericasFarmers.com
of the Charles County Farm Bureau. Bowling owns and operates
a 1,400-acre farm, growing corn, soybeans, wheat, barley and
grain sorghum.
Bob Bowman, DeWitt, Iowa. Bowman, a member of the
NCGA CornPAC Committee, is a former chairman of the NCGA
Export Committee and Joint NCGA/USGC Export Committee
and a former member of the NCGA Public Policy Action Team,
Farm Bill Task Force and Biotech Working Group. He is a director
of the Iowa Corn Promotion Board and past president of the
Iowa Corn Growers Association. He raises primarily corn and
soybeans, and has some livestock.
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South Dakota Corn Talk

WIN! Unique Member Benefit!
Are you interested in becoming a member of
the South Dakota Corn Growers Association?

SDCGA
Membership
Application
r $800 Lifetime membership (SDCGA & NCGA)
Includes five $30 Seed Certificates, $25 in Ethanol, 12-month subscription to
DTN Six Factors and $50 certificate for QuickRoots™

If you join before the end of the day on
March 31, 2011, you will be entered in a
contest to win a $1,000 seed certificate
to the company of your choice.

r $200 Three-year membership (SDCGA & NCGA)
Includes three $30 Seed Certificates, 12-month subscription to DTN Six
Factors and $25 certificate for QuickRoots™

r $150 One-year membership (SDCGA & NCGA)

The seed certificate winner will be drawn March
31, 2011. Must join as a 3-year or a lifetime
member to be elegible for the contest.

Payment Method: (check one)
Visa r   Mastercard r
Check r
Credit Card No. ______________________________________________
Expiration Date _______________________________________________
Name ______________________________________________________
Title ________________________________________________________
Farm/Company Name ________________________________________
Membership is to be in: (check one)
Name r   Farm/Co. Name r  
Address _____________________________________________________
City ________________________________________________________
State Zip Code _ _____________________________________________
County ______________________________________________________
Home Phone _________________________________________________
Business Phone _______________________________________________

Other incentives for 3-year Membership: $200

			
			
			

Three $30 toward seed purchases
12-month subscription to DTN Six Factors®
$25 QuickRoots Credit

Other incentives for Lifetime Membership: $800

			
			
			
			

Five $30 seed certificates
12-month subscription to DTN Six Factors®
$25 in Ethanol certificates
$50 certificate to QuickRoots

Seed Program

DTN Six Factors

Seed certificates can be used for
$30 off a hybrid seed purchase of $100
or more from any of these supporting
companies:

Join SDCGA at the
3-year or lifetime level
and receive a 12-month
subscription to DTN Six
Factors®

Great Lakes Hybrids
Heine Seed
Hoegemeyer Hybrids
Legend Seeds
Mustang Seeds
Nortec Seeds

February 2011

Pannar Seeds
Proseed
Renze Hybrids
Seeds 2000
Wensman Seed

Cell Phone ___________________________________________________
E-mail Address _ ______________________________________________
Spouse’s Name _______________________________________________

For more information contact:
South Dakota Corn Growers Association
5109 S. Crossing Place, Suite 1, Sioux Falls, SD 57108
or call 605-334-0100
Membership dues paid to the South Dakota Corn Growers Association are not tax deductible
as charitable contributions for income tax purposes. The non-deductible portion of your SDCGA
membership dues, allocable to lobbying, is 100 percent.

QuickRoots™ Certificate Program
Join SDCGA at the 3-year or lifetime level and receive a certificate toward a $100
minimum purchase of QuickRoots™ - $25 certificate for a 3-year membership or $50 for a
lifetime membership.

About QuickRoots™ –

The microorganisms in QuickRoots™ have been shown to increase availability of certain
plant nutrients and can increase plant nutrient uptake. QuickRoots™ releases plant available
phosphorous which has been shown to increase root mass allowing the plant to explore a
greater volume of soil. Increased plant nutrient availability will often lead to increased plant
health and vigor which can translate into a yield response.
QuickRoots™ is applied to the seed. QuickRoots™ can be used in a wet or dry form and may
even be applied to the seed up to 18 months in advance of planting. For more information,
contact TJ Technologies, Inc. at 1-866-819-8231 or visit the website at www.tjmicromix.com.
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South Dakota
Corn Growers Association

Nonprofit
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Sioux Falls, SD

5109 S. Crossing Place, Ste. 1, Sioux Falls, SD 57108
605-334-0100 • Fax 605-334-0505

20th Annual CORN COB OPEN: Thursday, June 23, 2011
Join us for the 20th Annual

Corn Cob
Open

at Spring Creek Country Club
27122 480th Ave., Harrisburg, SD 57032

Thursday, June 23, 2011
Shotgun Start at 8:00 am and 2:00 pm

To Register:
Call the
SDCGA Office
at (605) 334-0100

Dinner and Awards
following each tournament.
Cost: $ 50 for SDCGA Members
$100 for Non-members
You Must Pre-register!
Space is Limited!!

