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 Soil loss
above a
tolerable level
has decreased
69 percent per
bushel.
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 Land use per
bushel of corn
decreased 37
percent.
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 Irrigation
water use per
bushel has
decreased 27
percent.
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 Energy use
per bushel
decreased 37
percent.
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 Greenhouse
gas emissions
per bushel
decreased 30
percent.

—See page 10
for more!
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President’s Message:
Do I Twitter?

N

o, I cannot imagine communicating that way, but
remember what we said about internet and texting on
cell phones just a short time ago? The ways we exchange
information are improving constantly, giving us both the
opportunity and responsibility to respond quickly and
accurately as well.
Bill Chase
I no longer have to stand by my radio each morning
SDCGA President
waiting for markets. They come directly to my cell phone. I
really appreciate my text markets, weather radio, e-mail on the cell phone, instant access
to news and information on the internet and the ability to find my children any where, any
time. (They usually even answer!) Of course, that means I can be found at all times as well.
In this information age, all of us have access to mountains of information — both good
and bad. At SDCGA, we are in a constant battle to overcome the negative information put
out by those who oppose the ethanol industry or advances in corn technology. How do
you respond when you are told that ethanol has caused the high food prices? Do you know
where to find facts to engage in a meaningful discussion? As an agricultural producer, are
you able to speak positively about your industry?
Are you utilizing your member benefits, including DTN Mobile, the newsletter and
website to stay informed? Take advantage of the opportunity to learn facts, and then share
them at the appropriate times. The SDCGA web site contains links to solid information,
including accurate, science based answers to the mistruths you sometimes hear on the “food
vs. fuel” front. You can find links to the locations of E85 pumps in South Dakota, current
press releases and information on your SDCGA board of directors. If you hear something
about corn or the ethanol industry that just doesn’t sound right, verify the accuracy
through SDCGA and take the opportunity to provide factual information to your friends and
neighbors.
Ag issues to watch:
• Many in agriculture are concerned that a cap and trade system will become very
expensive for ag operations. While Ag Secretary Vilsack has said he will push for carbon
offsets for ag and forestry, SDCGA will continue to monitor this developing issue and
will work to provide financial benefits for corn producers.
• ACRE program development and implementation. The deadline for enrolling in
the direct and counter cyclical or ACRE programs is August 15, 2009. FSA recently
approved their enrollment procedures. NCGA and SDCGA will provide information and
educational opportunities to assist you in making your enrollment decision. Watch for
further details!
I hope you all are able to get your crops planted in a timely manner and have a safe
and productive year. As we continue to plant this spring, use the available technology to
stay informed. After you get the crop in the ground, you may enjoy a day away with other
farmers and industry representatives at the Annual Corn Cob Open Golf Tournament.
Additional information is found in this newsletter. Contact the office to reserve your spot
today! I hope to see you there.
Time to grab my cell phone and head for the tractor and corn planter. I’ll turn on my
monitor, weather radio, iPod and auto steer. You know how to reach me!
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E15 ACTION ALERT:
SDCGA urges grassroots action!

T

o show widespread support for ethanol and
to grow an important market for corn, the South
Dakota Corn Growers Association has launched a
grassroots effort to provide supportive comments
for increasing the
baseline ethanol
blend to E15.
The U.S.
Environmental
Protection
Agency is
considering an
increase in ethanol
blends that would
expand the market
for corn, create
136,000 new jobs, and
replace another 7 billion
gallons of foreign gasoline.
“We know this is a busy time for producers as spring
planting is underway, but we need grassroots action
today to help achieve E15 as a fueling choice for
consumers,” said Bill Chase, president of the SDCGA.

With just a few minutes
of your time, YOU CAN
MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
Here’s how:
1. Go to www.sdcorn.org
2. Click on ACTION ALERTS on the homepage;
3. Select comments for the letter and provide your
name and address; and
4. Hit SEND!
Don’t delay! The comment period will close May
21. An overwhelming number of comments from
growers is imperative as the opposition, including the
oil lobby, misguided environmentalists, and the
Grocery Manufacturers Association will be out in full
force!!
The SDCGA urges producers and all ethanol
consumers to take action today to protect this vital
market for our industry and to demonstrate that
consumers want more ethanol!
Contact the South Dakota Corn Growers Association
at 605-334-0100 with any questions.
May 2009

WHY E15?
• Increasing

the blend rate will help us continue
to replace foreign oil with domestically
produced renewable energy.
- Use of E15 instead of gasoline could result in the
displacement of 900,000 barrels of oil per day with a more
energy-efficient fuel.
• It is good for the rural economy and U.S.
economy in general.
- A March study by North Dakota State University showed that
increasing the ethanol blend from 10 to 15 percent could
create and support more than 136,000 new jobs and inject
$24.4 billion into the American economy annually.
• E15 reduces Greenhouse Gas Emissions.
- Use of E15 instead of gasoline would offset more than 40
million tons of CO2 per year — equivalent to offsetting
the greenhouse gas emissions from the annual use of
approximately 10.5 million cars.
• It’s good for the environment.
- According to the U.S. Department of Energy, the use of E15
instead of gasoline would offset more than 40 million tons of
CO2 per year — or the greenhouse gas emissions equivalent
to removing 10.5 million cars from the road each year.
- Use of E15 instead of gasoline will result in the reduction of
nitrous oxide emissions equivalent to removing more than 4
million vehicles from the road each year.
• The growth of the ethanol industry, helping
to strengthen the current industry, will help
create a healthy advanced biofuels industry.

Corn farmers are producing
more than enough corn.
• A
 merica’s corn growers have far surpassed
the demand for corn by the ethanol industry.  
Growers will continue to meet the growing
demands of food, feed, fuel and fiber in an
economical and environmentally responsible
manner.
-C
 orn yields have doubled since 1970.  We are getting more
corn out of each acre of land and will continue doing so each
year.
- For every bushel increase of corn required for increased
ethanol production, 2.89 bushels are being grown on the
same acres, as a result of increasing yields.
• Corn production is continually evolving
and we expect even greater improvements in
sustainability and efficiency in the years to
come.
- Today, it takes an estimated 40 percent less land and energy
to produce a bushel of corn than in 1987.

3

Earth
Day
2009

•r

le •
b
a

ee n

e ne w
4

Gr

n
a
e
•
l
C

 outh Dakota Agriculture
S
Showcases Sustainability,

A

griculture and ethanol leaders gathered at the
South Dakota Corn office in Sioux Falls to commemorate
Earth Day on April 22 and discuss the role of sustainability and
stewardship in both industries.
The joint press conference included South Dakota Corn,
American Coalition for Ethanol (ACE), South Dakota Farm
Bureau, South Dakota
Farmers Union and Poet
Biorefining.
New technologies
are making it possible
to grow more corn
on the same acreage
with fewer inputs, and
ethanol production
efficiency continues
to advance. Ethanol’s
carbon footprint is
improving, while
the opposite is true for oil, which is becoming more costly
to explore and extract.  Farmers and ethanol producers are
responsible stewards of environmental resources.
“One of the clearest measures of the sustainability of an
industry is that industry’s ability to increase efficiency, while
decreasing environmental impacts,” said David Fremark,
president of the South Dakota Corn Utilization Council.  “Today
it takes about 40 percent less land and energy to produce a
bushel of corn than it did 20 years ago. Earth Day is the perfect
moment to recognize farmers for improving their environment
and for being environmental stewards 365 days of the year.”
America’s corn growers have achieved impressive yield
improvements, while decreasing inputs and environmental
impact. In 1944, for example, the 85 million acres planted to
corn in the U.S. brought a total crop of
about 2.8 billion bushels; in 2007, those
85 million acres yielded a crop of 13.1
billion bushels. While yields have grown
dramatically, improvements have been
achieved in soil loss, irrigation, energy
inputs, and emissions per bushel.
“Today’s farmers are combining
Brian Jennings, executive
director of the American
Coalition for Ethanol reveals
how ethanol’s carbon footprint
is far less than gasoline.
South Dakota Corn Talk
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technology advances and conservation practices like
never before,” said Michael Held, CEO of the South Dakota
Farm Bureau. “GPS technology allows farmers to place the
fertilizer and crop protectants exactly where they are needed
instead of spreading the same amount across the entire
field. Conservation tillage, which is used on 60 percent of
crop acres in the U.S., leaves crop residue on the field, which
reduces runoff and the amount of crop protectants used. These
practices allow America’s farmers to be as productive as ever
while protecting our natural resources.”
Today’s corn ethanol gives at least a 19 percent reduction
in carbon footprint versus gasoline, and cellulosic ethanol will
offer an estimated 86 percent reduction over gasoline. New
sources of oil, such as the Canadian tar sands, are increasingly
expensive and energy-intensive to extract, meaning large
increases in the oil’s “well-to-tank” greenhouse gas emissions.
“The bottom line is that ethanol is becoming even cleaner
and more efficient, while petroleum
is becoming more costly and more
harmful to the environment. The
age of easy oil is over,” said Brian
Jennings, executive vice president of
the American Coalition for Ethanol.
“ Ethanol is inherently cleaner than
petroleum-based gasoline, and
technology advancements are making
ethanol production even cleaner and
more sustainable.”
Ethanol producers continue to
achieve reductions in the amount of
energy needed to produce a gallon of
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David Fremark, president of the South Dakota Corn Utilization
Council, describes the environmental advancements made by corn.
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and Ethanol Production
Environmental Stewardship

ethanol, down from an average of 39,719 BTUs per gallon in
2001 to 31,070 BTUs per gallon today. A gallon of ethanol itself
contains 76,000 BTUs, a clear energy-positive.
“The ethanol industry plays an important role in reaching
our nation’s goal of a cleaner environment, and South Dakota
has a unique and prominent place at the forefront of that
effort,” said Doug Berven, Poet Biorefining Director of Corporate
Affairs.
Though anti-ethanol interests have tried to pin rising food
prices on the ethanol industry, research clearly shows that not
to be the case.
“The Congressional Budget Office report that was recently
released shows exactly what South Dakota farmers have known
all along, that ethanol hasn’t had a significant impact on the
rise in food prices. Ethanol can be attributed to just 0.5 and
0.8 percentage point increases in the price of food from April
2007 to April 2008,” said Chris Studer, spokesman for the South
Dakota Farmers Union. “And ethanol saved consumers $48
billion at the gas pump in 2007. So in the end, ethanol has put
more money back in the pockets of consumers.”

CORPORATE PARTNER
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President Obama
indicates support
for biofuels

SDCGA applauds action
to increase production and
investment in biofuel development

T

he South Dakota Corn Growers Association (SDCGA)
commended President Obama for his commitment to
the biofuels industry by the recent creation of the Biofuels
Interagency Working Group. SDCGA is pleased President Obama
has acknowledged the importance of biofuels to our nation’s
energy policy.
“This is a great example of the Administration’s commitment to
biofuels and the biofuels industry,” said Bill Chase, president of the
SDCGA.
In a Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking released today
regarding the Renewable Fuels
Standard (RFS), EPA indicated
that corn ethanol provides
a 61 percent reduction in
greenhouse gas emissions
compared to gasoline. EPA
is seeking comments and a
scientific review of land-use
change effects.
The Energy Independence
and Security Act of 2007 (EISA)
revised the RFS to require all
ethanol plants constructed
after 2007 to have a 20 percent
reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions. Under the law, EPA
was directed to consider direct
and indirect land use change impacts into the life cycle analyses
of biofuels production. According to the EPA, EISA sets the first
U.S. mandatory lifecycle green house gas emissions reduction
thresholds for renewable fuel categories, as compared to those of
average petroleum fuels used in 2005.
“We look forward to the opportunities to establish that biofuels
production can be achieved without land use changes,” Chase
said. “Today’s biofuels are helping to pave the trail for exciting
advancements in technology and environmental advantages
including producing cleaner, greener fuels.”
Increasing renewable fuels will reduce dependence on foreign
oil by more than 297 million barrels a year and reduce greenhouse

“Today’s biofuels
are helping to
pave the trail
for exciting
advancements in
technology and
environmental
advantages
including
producing cleaner,
greener fuels.”
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SDCGA
24th
ANNUAL 
MEETING
Mark your calendar for
Saturday, January 9 !
The South Dakota Corn
Growers Association invites
you to an evening of
entertainment featuring
the “Fab Four” band,
American English
at the SDCGA 24th Annual
Meeting on January 9, 2010.
gas emissions by an average of 160 million tons a year
when fully phased in by 2022.
President Obama directed Secretary Vilsack to expedite
and increase production of and investment in biofuel
development efforts by:
• R
 efinancing existing investments in renewable fuels
to preserve jobs in ethanol and biodiesel plants,
renewable electricity generation plants, and other
supporting industries; and
• Making renewable energy financing opportunities
from the Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008
available within 30 days. These opportunities include:
• Loan guarantees for the development, construction,
and retrofitting of commercial scale biorefineries
and grants to help pay for the development and
South Dakota Corn Talk

2010 Annual Meeting Preview
David Kohl

American English
American English is simply the best Beatle tribute
story of our time. At the inception of the band, they
were voted “number one” by thousands of Beatle fans as
winners of sound a like contests at Beatlefest® for three
consecutive years.
The show begins with the early years of Ed Sullivan
and includes classic Beatle favorites such as She Loves
You, Twist and Shout, I Want To Hold Your Hand, and many
others. American English captures the very essence of
John, Paul, George and Ringo!
And in the end, you’ll be transformed to a spectacular
musical excursion of the final years of The Beatles
partnership. Relive the years of The White Album, Let It
Be, and Abbey Road. Moving renditions of songs such as
Hey Jude, Something, and Let It Be, are sure to complete
the tribute to The Beatles!

construction costs of demonstration-scale biorefineries;
• E xpedited funding to encourage biorefineries to replace
the use of fossil fuels in plant operations by installing new
biomass energy systems or producing new energy from
renewable biomass;
• Expedited funding to biofuels producers to encourage
production of next-generation biofuels from biomass and
other non-corn feedstocks;
• Expansion of Renewable Energy Systems and Energy
Efficiency Improvements Program, which has been
renamed the Rural Energy for America Program, to include
hydroelectric source technologies, energy audits, and
higher loan guarantee limits; and
• Guidance and support for collection, harvest, storage, and
transportation assistance for eligible materials for use in
biomass conversion facilities.
May 2009

Whether you’re
a producer or
agribusiness
professional,
understanding what
makes a good business
great is critical. Join
Dr. David Kohl at
the SDCGA Annual
Meeting as he provides a big picture overview of the
economic and business management techniques that can
be used in business, family or personal lives.
Kohl is Professor Emeritus in the Department of
Agricultural and Applied Economics at Virginia Tech. He has
traveled over 5.7 million miles throughout his professional
career conducting more than 3,500 workshops and
seminars for agricultural groups worldwide. He regularly
writes for Farm Journal, Top Producer, Ag Lender, Journal of
Agricultural Lending, and Soybean Digest.
His energizing and entertaining presentation is
based upon extensive research of 400 commercial farms
and agribusinesses. His presentation will examine the
management proficiencies that elevate performance in
farmers, ranchers, and agribusinesses. Kohl demonstrates
how adopting technology, having a transition plan,
knowing and understanding cost and the bottom line all
have been found to provide a financial edge.

The Biofuels Interagency Working Group will develop the
nation’s first comprehensive biofuels market development
program. The increased collaboration between federal
agencies will accelerate the production of and access to
sustainable homegrown energy options by coordinating
policies that impact the supply, secure transport, and
distribution of biofuels, as well as identifying new policy
options to improve the environmental sustainability of
biofuels feedstock production.
The Biofuels Interagency Working Group will also work to
develop policies to increase flexible fuel vehicle production
and assist in retail marketing efforts while also taking
into consideration land use, habitat conservation, crop
management practices, water efficiency and water quality, and
lifecycle assessments of greenhouse gas emissions.
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SDCGA’s
SDCGA’s

18th
18thAnnual
Annual

CORN
CORN COB
COB
OPEN
OPEN
June
June18,
18,2009
2009

T

he South Dakota Corn Growers Association’s
18th annual Corn Cob Open, slated for June 18, 2008
at the scenic Spring Creek Country Club near Harrisburg,
S.D., is projected to be the premier golf event of the
season.
Over 200 members, producers, agribusiness people
and political leaders are expected to converge on the
greens throughout the day. Two shot gun starts for the
4-man Best Ball Tournament will be held; the first at 8
a.m. and the afternoon flight begins at 2 p.m.
As is tradition, golfers will have the opportunity to
sink a hole-in-one to win a new 2009 Silverado extended
cab 4x4, sponsored by Chevrolet and North Country
Ethanol of Rosholt, S.D.
“The SDCGA Corn Cob Open continues to draw record
numbers year after year, becoming the ‘can’t miss’ event
of the summer for our agricultural community,” said
Bill Chase, president of the SDCGA. “Each year the Corn
Cob Open exceeds the expectations of its participants
and adds a new level of prestige in taking part. It’s a
perfect opportunity for industry and producers to come
together for this fantastic networking event.”
A registration fee of $50 per golfer in advance for
SDCGA members and $100 for non-members includes
green fees, cart rental, lunch for the morning tournament
or dinner for the afternoon tournament. Space is very
limited and golfers must be registered by June 15.

To register, call the SDCGA office
at (605) 334-0100.

Premier Event Sponsor

Golf cart sponsor

green sponsors

27122
27122480th
480thAvenue
Avenue
Harrisburg,
Harrisburg,SD
SD
Hole in one sponsor
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Dinner Sponsor

beverage cart sponsor

score card sponsor
Bayer CropScience
Sioux Valley Energy &
Southeastern Electric

Hole sponsors
Agriculture United for SD
CorTrust Bank
Country Pride Coop
First Bank & Trust
KXRB
NorthWestern Energy
Paulsen Marketing
SDSU Foundation
Syngenta

May 18-21, 2009
BIO Conference
Atlanta, GA

Aug. 18-20, 2009
Dakotafest
Mitchell, SD

May 20-22, 2009
US Meat Export
Federation
Conference
Washington, DC

Sept. 3, 2009
Value-Added
Agriculture Day
SD State Fair,
Huron, SD

June 18, 2009
SDCGA Corn Cob Open
Spring Creek
Country Club
Harrisburg, SD
July 13-14, 2009
NCGA Action
Team Meetings
Washington, DC
July 15-16, 2009
NCGA Corn Congress
Washington, DC
July 19-22, 2009
US Grains Conference
San Diego, CA

Aug. 5, 2009
SDCGA Board
Meeting
Sioux Falls, SD
Aug. 7, 2009
SDCUC Board
Meeting
Sioux Falls, SD
Aug. 12, 2009
Farmer  
Appreciation Day
Sioux Empire Fair
Sioux Falls, SD
Aug. 11-14, 2009
American Coalition for
Ethanol Conference
Milwaukee, WI

Sept. 3-7, 2009
South Dakota
State Fair
Huron, SD
Sept. 9, 2009
SDCUC Board Meeting
Sioux Falls, SD
Sept. 16, 2009
SDCGA Board Meeting
Sioux Falls, SD
Dec. 7, 2009
SDCGA & SDCUC
Board Meeting
Sioux Falls, SD

flag sponsors
American Coalition for Ethanol
Citizen State Bank of Sinai
Complete Agronomy
CROWS
Dacotah Bank
Dakota Ethanol
Eastern Farmers Coop
Eide Bailly, LLP
Farmers Ag Center/
Madison Farmers Elev.
Fast Signs
First Dakota National Bank
GF Advertising
Home Federal Bank
KOKK
Mycogen
SD Farm Bureau
SD Farmers Union
SDSU College of Agriculture and
Biological Sciences

pin prize sponsors
Business Printing & Graphics
KWAT

May 2009

We’re ready to receive your grain.

With competitive corn prices, diversified marketing programs and
recent delivery improvements, POET is ready to accept your grain.
Grain delivery benefits:
•
Specialty contracts
•
Efficient delivery flow
•
24-hr online marketing tools powered by DTN Portal
Together with you, POET is proud to produce an environmentally
friendly, renewable fuel to help meet the ever-increasing energy
needs of America.
For information regarding pricing, sale and delivery of corn,
please call:
CORPORATE PARTNER
605.647.0040 or 866.302.9761
Tom ext. 301
poet.com/chancellor
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Agriculture Improves Environmental Impact
Report measuring agriculture sustainability findings
		
show crop production reducing environmental footprint

P

roduction agriculture has been increasing
in efficiency over time, demonstrating positive
progress toward meeting increasing demand
for agricultural products while achieving lesser
environmental impact.
Proof of these advances were found by Field to
Market, a broad based alliance representing the
many links in the food chain, including grower
organizations, agribusinesses, food companies
and conservation organizations, tasked with
defining and measuring the sustainability of food
and fiber production. The group recently released
the Environmental Resource Indicators Report,
which evaluated national-scale metrics over a 20
year period from 1987 to 2007.  The report cites
growth in sustainability by corn farmers across five
areas including water use and quality, land use
and biodiversity, soil loss, energy use and climate
impact.
“Several trends are emerging. Importantly, production
agriculture has become increasingly efficient, relying on

2009 Showplot Cooperators
The 2009 South Dakota Corn Growers Association
showplots are being planted as the Spring planting
conditions allow. The SDCGA would like to thank all the
producers who take time to plant these plots.
The SDCGA is committed to providing a non-biased
program with accurate and timely results. We would also
like to thank the seed companies who participate in the
showplot program; without the help of our seed dealers
the showplot program would not be a success!
Clay County – District 1
Travis Mockler

Davison County – District 9
Chad Blindauer

McCook County – District 3
Steve and Melvin Dick

Aurora County – District 11
David Reinesch

Lake County – District 4
Keith Alverson

Hughes County – District 12
Marv Schumacher

Codington County – District 6 Spink County – District 13
Rodney Bade
John Kittelson
Beadle County – District 8
Bill Chase
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Tripp County – District 14
Bryan Jorgensen

fewer inputs to produce more. However, we recognize there
are significant challenges ahead in meeting increased global
demand in a sustainable manner,” says Michael Reuter, director
of conservation programs for the Central US Region of The
Nature Conservancy.
The study found progress has been made. The initial index
shows that soil-loss efficiency trends have improved substantially
by 30 to nearly 70 percent for the four crops evaluated. Energy
use per unit of output is down in corn, soybean, and cotton
production by nearly 40 to more than 60 percent. Irrigated water
use per unit of output has also decreased 20 percent to nearly
50 percent while carbon emissions per unit of output have
dropped by about a third for these three crops. The results are
intended to provide meaningful and credible information to
shape knowledge-based decisions and allow tracking of trends
over time. A next-generation report will assess water quality
and biodiversity indicators.
Key findings for corn include:
• Land use per bushel of corn decreased 37 percent.
• Soil loss above a tolerable level has decreased 69 percent
per bushel.
• Irrigation water use per bushel has decreased 27 percent.
• Energy use per bushel decreased 37 percent.
• Greenhouse gas emissions per bushel decreased 30
percent.
In addition to the findings, the report is significant for its
direction toward creating a comprehensive methodology
that can become the standard for measuring agriculture
sustainability.
An executive summary and full report can be accessed at
http://keystone.org/spp/env-sustain_ag.html.
South Dakota Corn Talk

DakotaFest 2009
Dakotafest 2009
August 18-20
Mitchell, SD
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Kettle Corn

SR01

SR02

SR03

SR04

SR05

SR06

SR07

SR08

SR09

SR10

SR11

SR12

SR14

SR15

SR16

SR17

SR18

SR19

SR20

SR21

THURSDAY, AUG. 20
Ethanol Day at the SD Corn Tent

SR22

ENTRANCE 2

South Dakota Corn Growers Association & Pedersen Machine, Inc present —

The SDCGA Summer Raffle
$5/one ticket, $10/3 tickets

Purchase your raffle tickets for a chance to win a John Deere
Z225 riding mower. Winner will be announced at a special event
in September at Pedersen Machine, Inc. in Beresford, SD.

Watch for more info to come!
Pedersen Machine, Inc.
Family Owned-Single Store
Beresford, SD
1-800-763-7521
May 2009
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South Dakota Agriculture’s Economic
Impact Increases to $21.3 Billion

A

griculture is a “potent engine for economic development” in South Dakota, according to SDSU associate
professor Gary Taylor. Agriculture has a $21.3 billion economic
impact on the state, up from $19.3 billion in last year’s study.
This represents 36.3% of South Dakota’s total economic activity.
Dr. Taylor’s findings, which include direct, indirect and induced effects, are based on 2006 information, the most recent
data available. The noted increase in economic impact was
likely a product of expansion in the ethanol industry and an
increase in commodity prices.
“Agriculture has always been the life-blood of South Dakota’s
economy,” said South Dakota Secretary of Agriculture Bill Even.
“Dr. Taylor’s research demonstrates that the best way to build
our economy is to invest in our state’s number one industry—
agriculture.”
Agriculture employs 173,101 South Dakotans, or more than
40% of all jobs in the state. Further, the industry’s direct and
indirect business taxes generate $645 million in annual tax
revenues. This represents approximately 50% of South Dakota’s
total tax collections.
In addition, every dollar generated by production agriculture creates $1.374 worth of economic activity in South Dakota.
Of the twenty different sectors Dr. Taylor studied, agriculture
had, by far, the highest “multiplier”—economic impact—of any

SDCGA leads nation
in membership recruiting
Chad Blindauer of Mitchell, S.D., was
honored with the top membership
recruiter award during the 2009
Commodity Classic held in March.
Blindauer, on behalf of the South
Dakota Corn Growers Association
(SDCGA), led the nation with the
most recruits in 2008 by bringing
395 members to the organization.
Blindauer is a board director for both the SDCGA and South
Dakota Corn Utilization Council.
industry. Industries with higher multipliers, such as agriculture,
have a larger positive economic impact than sectors with lower
multipliers.
Dr. Taylor’s “Economic Impact of Agriculture on South
Dakota” is available at:
http://econ.sdstate.edu/Research/Commentator/No507.pdf

SDCGA Corporate Partners

At this moment,
it’s all about confidence >>>

COMMITTED
TO AG
Serving Agriculture since 1872...
corporate partner

800-657-5826
firstdakota.com

Member FDIC

There’s no looking back. No second-guessing. And no do-overs.
Exclusive hybrids deliver the confidence of strong roots, strong stalks and
even stronger yields. Backed by advanced breeding, research and trait
innovation to increase yields, DEKALB delivers proven top performance.
In this business, you don’t leave your season to chance. From the moment
you planted to the moment you pull back the husk, you know you can
count on DEKALB. Visit DEKALB.com
®

DEKALB®, DEKALB and Design and WHEN PERFORMANCE COUNTS™ are trademarks of DeKalb Genetics Corporation. ©2008 Monsanto Company. [33779/2-10/08-DKFP-SF(#2)]

CORPORATE PARTNER
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Membership Incentives for 2009

SDCGA Membership Application

Your Ticket to
Dakotafest 2009!

G

et free admission
to Dakotafest 2009
by renewing your SDCGA
membership from now
until July 15! If you
membership is set to lapse
over the next few months, now is
a perfect time to renew plus receive a ticket
to Dakotafest along with all the other great incentives
for joining, listed below.
Don’t need to renew just yet? You can still earn a
Dakotafest ticket if you encourage a producer friend or
neighbor to join SDCGA! If you recruit a new member to
join the organization, both you and the new member will
receive free admission!

Don’t delay … Join TODAY!
Check out the membership packages:
3-year SDCGA Membership: $200
Incentives:
			
			

$90 toward seed purchases
12-month subscription to DTN Mobile
$25 QuickRoots Credit

Lifetime SDCGA Membership: $800
	Incentives:
			
			
			

$150 toward seed purchases
12-month subscription to DTN Mobile
$25 in ethanol certificates
$50 in QuickRoots Credit

Seed Program

DTN Mobile

QuickRoots™ Certificate Program

Seed certificates can be used for
$30 off a hybrid seed purchase of $100
or more from any of these supporting
companies:
Mycogen Seeds
Black Diamond Seeds Nortec Seeds
Pannar Seeds
Crows
Proseed
Fontanelle Hybrids
REA Hybrids
Great Lakes Hybrids
Hoegemeyer Hybrids Renze Hybrids
Seeds 2000
Integra Seeds
Stine Seeds
Kaltenberg Seeds
Sucrosco Seeds
Legend Seeds
Wensman Seed
Mustang Seeds

Join SDCGA at the
3-year or lifetime level and
receive a 12-month subscription to DTN Mobile.

Join SDCGA at the 3-year or lifetime level and receive a certificate towards a $100
minimum purchase of  QuickRoots™ - $25 certificate for a 3-year membership or $50 for a
lifetime membership.

May 2009

About QuickRoots™ –

The microorganisms in QuickRoots™ have been shown to increase availability of certain
plant nutrients and can increase plant nutrient uptake. QuickRoots™ releases plant available
phosphorous which has been shown to increase root mass allowing the plant to explore a
greater volume of soil. Increased plant nutrient availability will often lead to increased plant
health and vigor which can translate into a yield response.
QuickRoots™ is applied to the seed. QuickRoots™ can be used in a wet or dry form and may
event be applied to the seed up to 18 months in advance of planting. For more information,
contact TJ Technologies, Inc. at 1-866-819-8231 or visit the website at www.tjmicromix.com.
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ACRE sign-up begins, deadline extended

A

griculture producers were offered more time to decide whether to enroll into the new Average
Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) program in the Farm Bill or remain in the Direct and Counter-cyclical
Program (DCP) for 2009.
Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack announced that USDA has extended the sign-up deadline from June
1, to Aug. 14, 2009. The extension applies to Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) and the forthcoming
Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program.
“Extending the ACRE sign-up deadline will allow producers the ability
to truly evaluate the ACRE program for their operations,” said Bill Chase,
president of the SDCGA. “ACRE is an innovative farm safety net but
like anything new, it requires careful study and consideration for each
individual operator. The SDCGA encourages producers to not wait for Aug.
14 to learn more about ACRE and which program option will work best for
them.”

Is ACRE
Right for
You?

Sign-up officially opened at the end of April for
producers to elect and enroll in the ACRE program.
The ACRE Program provides producers an option to protect against
declines in market revenue. ACRE involves state and farm revenue changes
from guarantee revenue levels that are based on national prices, state
planted yields, and farm planted yields.
Producers who elect the ACRE program for a farm agree to:

Deadline has
been extended to
August 14, 2009

• forgo counter-cyclical payments;
• 
accept a 20-percent reduction of the direct payments; and
• 
accept a 30-percent reduction in loan rates for all commodities
produced on the farm.

ACRE payments are tied to current plantings on the farm as opposed to
counter-cyclical payments, which are tied to the farm’s base acres.
Producers will be required to provide production data at the time of
sign-up should they choose to enroll in ACRE. The Farm Service Agency
(FSA) recently made available preliminary estimates of ACRE’s state
revenue guarantees for the 2009 crop year and is expected to soon release
more details on the program’s enrollment procedures. Explanations of
how the revenue guarantees and program parameters will be determined
are now available on the FSA Web
site. ACRE will deliver payments to
producers only when they face a
real loss in crop revenue.
The South Dakota Corn Growers Association (SDCGA) has been encouraging
The SDCGA encourages
producers to become educated on the new ACRE program and utilize tools, like the
growers to begin organizing their
ACRE calculator sent to SDCGA members, to determine how ACRE would perform on
production and crop insurance
their individual farms.
records required for the enrollment
Information, including calculators, graphs and detailed explanations are available
and election process. Access
on the following websites:
to calculators to evaluate the
• www.ncga.com
potential benefits of the ACRE
• 
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/info/farmbill.html
program and related information
• http://www.farmdoc.uiuc.edu/fasttools/index.asp
are available on the SDCGA
• www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA
website at www.sdcorn.org.
Click
on Farm Bill Updates on the
Watch for upcoming education opportunities to learn more about ACRE!
homepage.

NEWS YOU CAN USE
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Legislative talk
Update:
Straight
Much was accomplished (defeated)
from the Capitol

By Matt McCaulley
SDCGA State Lobbyist

T

By Matt McCaulley
State
he 2008 Legislative Session isSDCGA
behind
us, Lobbyist
and we are already
looking forward to 2009.

W

Make
today!
Makeaadifference
difference—— contribute
contribute today

ith the adjournment
the Souththe
Dakota
We expect another extended discussion of
regarding
productivity method
of last
assessing
land. to
Aslook
I write
the
Legislature
month,agricultural
we have a chance
backthis,
on what
Senatehas
hasaccomplished
appointed its
members
the advisory tax force, but
and
what wastodefeated.
the Speaker
ofLegislative
the Housesession
has yethas
to its
announce
his appointments.
Every
own unique
feel to it, and
The task
force
will
meet
over
the
next
few
months
this one certainly was no different. At the end ofand
the report
day, its
finding to the 2009 Legislature for their consideration. The
the Federal government allowed the State to continue to
implementation of the productivity method of taxing agriculfund is
many
the programs
placed
on the chopping
tural land
not of
a certainty,
andthat
thehad
2009
Legislature
will need
difficult budget decisions
in South
to act block,
on theand
recommendations
of the task
force.Dakota were
postponed. As the State spends federal dollars, the passage
of time line
will either
allow
local economy
to recover
or 2009
The bottom
is this:
Thethe
action
(or inaction?)
by the
Legislature
will have
direct
on are
producers
forbalance
decades
demonstrate
thatacuts
(taximpact
increases?)
needed to
to come.
This
is
a
critical
issue
and
we
need
your
help
…
which
the budget.
brings me
to
November,
2008.
In addition, this Legislative session was particularly unique
in that there were no bills to consider on the final Legislative
In just over six months, the voters of South Dakota will decide
day —decisions
commonlyregarding
referred toproperty
as “veto” day.
who makes
taxesBoth
for chambers
the next two
to assemble
a quorum
soup
they
conveneand
for the
years. managed
One hundred
five legislators
are
forcould
re-election,
we
final day, and
for the year (unless
there
a
are preparing
for the
theadjournment
upcoming Legislative
session.
In is
many
session
called for issues
some reason).
cases,special
important
Legislative
are decided on election day
by who the
voters
to that
sendneither
to Pierre
as such,
it is imporIt has
oftenchoose
been said
life,-liberty
or property
is
tant that
you
stay
engaged
throughout
the
next
few
months
of
safe while the Legislature is in Session — and so residents and
the campaign.
taxpayers are generally relieved when legislators return home
from Pierre without doing much damage.  
A few specific ways that you can help change the future of South
However, much was accomplished (defeated) this past
Dakota today:
Legislative session for the benefit of agriculture and the
production
of Corn
corn, including:
Contribute
to the
PAC to help elect legislators who will
fight for and protect the hard working producers in South
Dakota.
1. Final passage/adoption of the model to tax agriculture
land
on a productivity
Get to know
thebased
candidates
running inmodel.
your Legislature district.
You can find out who is running by going to www.sdsos.gov.
2. Passage of a law that will allow for the enforcement of
oral grain contracts
if certain
conditions
are time,
met. talent,
Support pro-producer
candidates
by donating
your
or funds.
3. Defeat of a variety of proposals that would tax
agricultural
land at is
itschanging
full marketand
value
(based onmore
the of
We know that
South Dakota
becoming
an urban state,
and
we
will
face
many
challenges
and
opportusales approach).    Every county would have had an
nities in theincrease
cominginmonths
andassessments,
years. In addition
to property
agricultural
and in some
cases
taxes, we assessments
know that would
we will
see
continued
discussion
on
have doubled or tripled.
ethanol, taxes, and private property rights - all important issues
that face4. Adoption
producers.ofWe
need decision
makers
inofPierre
who
a compromise
on the
taxation
blended
appreciate fuels.
the positive economic and social impact that all of
the hard working producers have on the State of South Dakota.
We continue to look to the future, and monitor the
Together, we can continue to be an effective voice for producconstantly
changing
political
landscape.
As always,
wetoare
ers across
the State
of South
Dakota
as we work
together
inf luto maintain
protectthat
a stable
tax andand
political
ence working
public policy
in a and
manner
promotes
protects
the production of corn.
South environment
Dakota cornfor
producers.
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Reserve your spot today
on the SDCGA Bus trip!

SDSU Jackrabbits VS.
U of M Gophers
Football Game
Minneapolis, MN • Nov. 14
Plans are to leave in the early AM and return
in the late PM on Saturday, November 14.
Cost: $175 per person. Package includes: Bus
travel, meals, and game ticket.

Limited space
available!
RSVP today at
605-334-0100!
Proceeds go to
the SD CornPAC.

South Dakota
Corn Growers Association
5109 S. Crossing Place, Ste. 1, Sioux Falls, SD 57108
605-334-0100 • Fax 605-334-0505
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