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W ELCOME to 2010! It seems I talk about the weather in every 
column. We dealt with all sorts of catastrophes during the 2009 

growing season, from a wet spring to spotty drought conditions to 
a delayed harvest. It’s been a long winter already, and now we have 
many rural residents who have been days without power as a result 
of ice storms in large areas of South Dakota. It is times like this when 
we are reminded of our resilience and ability to improvise. We need 
to thank the line crews that are working long hours in all sorts of 

weather conditions to restore power to customers.
I hope you took advantage of the educational opportunities sponsored by SDCGA/SDCUC at 

the recent Annual Meeting. It was another huge success and attracted a large crowd. Information 
was provided on marketing, energy and economic forecasts.  It was also our annual opportunity to 
recognize leaders in our industry and thank them for everything they do.

This is my last column as SDCGA President. I have enjoyed my involvement and would like to 
thank the Board for the opportunity to serve as President. We have come a long way since SDCGA was 
organized. Here’s a synopsis of some of the changes I’ve witnessed or been part of during my tenure:

•   Membership in SDCGA has increased from 600 to nearly 1800.
•   We had the opportunity to produce several record crops in South Dakota and sell them at prices 

previously only dreamed about 
•   One of corn’s largest customers in South Dakota, the livestock industry, continued to expand. For 
example, the dairy industry has increased by 10,000 cows statewide since 1999. 

•   The ethanol industry has matured after navigating some rough terrain. We exceeded 1 billion 
gallons of ethanol production in South Dakota for the first time.

•   South Dakota gas stations continue to add blender pumps at a rapid pace through the efforts of 
coordinated efforts of SDCUC and EPIC.

•   We have dealt with media and helped expose the misinformation and exaggerations distributed 
by the grocery manufacturers in the “food vs. fuel” debate via the “Kernels of Truth” campaign. 

•   Many SD producers have taken advantage of educational and networking opportunities 
sponsored by SDCGA, including the annual meetings, education and marketing seminars, and 
Commodity Classic.

•   SDCGA met with our state and national elected officials, industry leaders and USDA on many 
issues including the past two Farm Bills, Cap and Trade, sodsaver, ethanol blends, biotech, 
livestock permitting and environmental issues. 

Work must continue to ensure we don’t lose the progress we’ve made. Most of the issues 
highlighted above are ongoing and will require that you and the Board continue to tell corn’s story. 

For example, SDCGA has partnered with the SDCUC on an environmental campaign that will 
explain the advancements we have made in corn production while using less fertilizer, chemicals, 
tillage, water and fuel. It is important to spread the news that we, as responsible corn producers, can 
continue to utilize biotech and other advances to meet the growing demand for corn across the globe. 
If you attended the annual meeting, you had the opportunity to preview some of the spot ads that will 
air featuring board members and producers from across the state. 

I would like to thank the staff, my fellow board members and my family for their support during 
my term on the SDCGA Board and as President. It has been my privilege to share with you about what 
goes on within SDCGA. I look forward to supporting the new board as they continue the mission, and 
encourage you to get involved in your commodity organizations and tell the true story of agriculture. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDEnT 
Bill Chase 

Wolsey – District 8

VICE PRESIDEnT
Gary Duffy

Oldham – District 5

SECRETARy
Jim Thyen

Waverly – Member at Large

TREASuRER
David Leiseth

Hayti – District 6

ChAIRmAn
Chad Blindauer

Mitchell – District 9

Travis Mockler
Centerville – District 1

Mark Klumb
Mt. Vernon – Member at Large

Walt Bones
Chancellor – District 2

Kurt Stiefvater
Salem – District 3

Jason Kontz
Brookings – District 4

Brian Renelt
Wilmot – District 7

Mark Gross
Bridgewater – District 10

Jim Burg
Wessington Springs – District 11

Marv Schumacher
Pierre – District 12

James Krier
Herrick – District 14

InDuSTRy REPRESEnTATIVES
Steve Domm –  

Central Farmers Cooperative
Kyle Broughton – Monsanto

Denny Everson –  
First Dakota National Bank
Reed Mayberry – Pioneer

OFFICE STAFF:
Lisa Richardson, Executive Director

Teddi Mueller, Legislative &
Industry Affairs Director

Krystil Smit, Communications Director
Katrina Luke, Office Manager

Kelly Dunkelberger, Program Director
Jesse Johnson, Social Media Director

2 South Dakota Corn Talk

President’s Message:
Closing Thoughts... 

Bill Chase
SDCGA President



February 2010  3

GrowingOn Part  I & II
SD Corn educational opportunities draw hundreds of producers
GrowingOn – Part I
December 2009

SOUTH DAKOTA CORN teamed up with Farm Credit Services 
of America to provide a special outlook on crop marketing 

decisions during Part I of GrowingOn 2010, held in December. 
Over 500 producers attended the program which featured Steven 
Johnson, Farm and Ag Business Management Field 
Specialist with Iowa State University. 

Also on the GrowingOn 2010 – Part I program 
was Farm Credit Services with risk management 
strategies through crop insurance programs. They 
detailed policy changes and buying decision 
strategies.

GrowingOn 2010 – Part II
Feb. 1-3, 2010

SOUTH DAKOTA CORN led a second set of GrowingOn 2010 
seminars Feb. 1-3 at three locations including Sioux Falls, 

Watertown and Mitchell. Dynamic speakers pulled in the crowd 
as they were eager to learn a marketing edge. 

Robert Craven, with 
the Center for Farm 
Financial Management, 
discussed input costs 
and profitability while 
examining recent 
trends in crop input 
costs and the impact on 
profitability and cash 
flow. He led producers 
to strategies answering 
the question “What will 
it take to make money 
on your farm next year?” 

Next up was Edward 
Usset, also with the 
Center for Farm 
Financial Management. 
Usset helped producers 
search for a pre-
harvest advantage 
by having them play 
the marketing game, 
“Celebrity Squares 
Search for a Pre-Harvest 
Advantage” … Sell early 
or wait?

ABOVE: Steven Johnson discusses crop marketing 
decisions at Part I of GrowingOn 2010.  
TOP RIGHT: Robert Craven of the Center for Farm 
Financial Mangement. at GrowingOn Part II.  
BOTTOM RIGHT: Edward Ussett presents “Celebrity 
Squares Search for a Pre-Harvest Advantage”

To Register Call the SDCGA 
Office at (605) 334-0100

Join us for the 19th Annual

CORN COB OPEN
at Spring Creek Country Club

27122 480th Ave., Harrisburg, SD 57032

Thursday, June 24, 2010
 Shotgun Start at 8:00 am and 2:00 pm

Dinner and Awards following each tournament.

             Cost:    $50 for SDCGA Members 
$100 for Non-members

You Must Pre-register! Space is Limited!!
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T he SD Corn website took on a fresh face in 2010 and the 
new features will have visitors coming back for more! If you 

haven’t checked www.sdcorn.org out in a while or ever, now is 
the time!  It’s a work in progress so over the next several weeks, 
so just try to keep up with us!

Here’s some of our new 
features:

VIDEO: Watch the 
latest video messages and 
highlights from South 
Dakota Corn! Here you will 
find the newly released “True 
Environmentalist” video touting the actions producers take to 
preserve our environment. 

BLOG: Check out what is going on in social media and 
follow the SD Corn Hugger blog for the latest commentary on 
industry, consumer and political current events!

mARKETS: Live access to DTN

SOCIAL mEDIA: With the click of a button, gain access to all 
of SD Corn’s social media activities such as Twitter, Facebook, 
YouTube and more!

SDCORn.ORG 
New look, new features!

www.wensmanseed.com

Dakota, Minnesota & 
Eastern Railroad Corporation

P R O U D  C O R P O R AT E  PA R T N E R

I n t r o d u c I n g  t h e  2 0 1 0

SDCGA  Corporate Partners

GETTING EFFICIENTLY TO MARKET
• Seed Services • Crop Services • Research & Development Services

Go to www.sgs.com/agriculture or call (877) 692-7611 for information
 

National Corn Growers Banner Ad.indd   1 1/25/2010   1:34:18 PM

Ethanol production at Dakota Ethanol consumes about 17 million bushels of corn
from the region and provides not only an environmentally friendly fuel, but also

a valuable high quality livestock feed for local, regional and national markets.

WENTWORTH, SD
1-888-539-2676      wwww.dakotaethanol.com

firstdakota.com

Committed to Agriculture since 1872... 
A corporate sponsor of SDCGA
800.657.5826
firstdakota.com

Corporate
Partner

100-11395-0670  2/10

Corporate Partner

™ FEEDING THE HUNGRY COMES 
NATURALLY  TO A CORN GROWER.

corporate partner

corporate partner
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Feb. 13-17, 2010
USGC Conference 
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico

Feb. 15-17, 2010
RFA Convention
Orlando, FL

Feb. 18, 2010
Hefty Seed Winter Meeting
Yankton Kelly Inn

Feb. 19, 2010
SDCUC Board Meeting 
Sioux Falls, SD

Feb. 24, 2010
An Enchanted Evening with Ag and 
Energy 
View Thirty-Four, Pierre, SD

Feb. 25, 2010
SDCGA Board Meeting 
Pierre, SD

march 3-7, 2010
Commodity Classic
Anaheim, CA

march 17, 2010
SDCUC Board Meeting
Sioux Falls, SD

march 20, 2010
Ag Day at Washington Pavilion
Sioux Falls, SD

march 23, 2010
Hefty Seed Winter Meeting
Sioux Falls Ramkota

April 8, 2010
SDCGA Governors Forum

June 7, 2010
Corn Utilization and  
Technology Conference
Atlanta, GA

June 24, 2010
SDCGA Corn Cob Open
Spring Creek Golf Course
Harrisburg, SD

July 14, 2010
NCGA Corn Congress
Washington, DC

July 18-21, 2010
U.S Grains Conference
Boston, MA

Calendar of Events

E VERy DAy SD CORN is responding to something new 
in the media, online, blogs, Twitter and more. Here’s a 

snapshot of just a few of the current topics SD Corn set the 
record straight for farmers: 
The amount of corn being used to produce ethanol

A recent report showed that nearly ¼ of the United States 
corn crop will be used to produce ethanol. This set off a lot 
hunger activists saying that the grain should be used to 
feed people. What they don’t understand is that farmers are 
producing record corn crops on less land to feed, fuel and 
export. Ethanol is benefitting our country because it’s a clean-
burning, renewable fuel that is lessening our dependence on 
foreign oil and 1/3 of that crop used for ethanol is produced 
back into distiller grains and fed to livestock.
Attacks on high fructose corn syrup

Every so-called food expert jumped a band-wagon called, 
“avoid high fructose corn syrup.”  With little-to-no-science on 
their side, they have created a monster that is being recognized 
by national food producers everywhere including Starbucks, 
Coke and Pepsi. Countless numbers of doctors have said the 
same thing: High fructose corn syrup is no better or worse 
for you than natural sugar, your body doesn’t recognize the 
difference and both should be consumed in moderation.
national Wildlife Federation Study

A couple of weeks ago the University of Michigan released 
a study saying that the Prairie Pothole Region, which includes 
Eastern South Dakota, is hurting wildlife because of land-use  
 
 

changes. Again, farmers are continually producing more crops 
with less land therefore not needing to break new ground or 
drain wetlands. The study doesn’t consider that wildlife thrives 
off of cropland using it for cover and as a food source.

Promoting the new blender pumps in Sioux Falls.
Sioux Falls is now home to a new set of ethanol blender 

pumps at Kings Mart, located at the corner of Cliff Ave and 
Benson Road. The new pumps offer E 10, E 30 and E 85 blends 
of ethanol providing the Sioux Falls residents and travelers 
freedom of choice when fueling.

The SDCGA encourages all members to join the 
social media world, we need your voice!  Tell us about 
your farming practices, livestock, conservation efforts, 
machinery maintenance or simply just tell us what’s on 
your mind.

Be sure to check out the Corn hugger Blog 
located on the SD Corn Website.

Become a fan of South Dakota Corn on Facebook at 
 www.facebook.com/southdakotacorn

Follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/sdcorn

SD Corn Social Media Snapshot



SDCGA  Annual 
Meeting: Highlights 

 & Awards

T HE 24TH ANNUAL MEETING of 
the South Dakota Corn Growers 

Association exceeded all previous years’ events in elite 
educational opportunities, esteemed leader presence and 
outstanding entertainment.

Set in the Sioux Falls Ramkota Hotel, 300 producers packed 
seminar rooms during the day on Jan. 9 to tap the expertise of 
speakers on the topics of marketing, biotechnology and future 
trends. 

National Corn Growers Association Corn yield Contest 
winners were recognized at the noon luncheon featuring 
keynote speaker Rick Tolman of the National Corn Growers 
Association. 

No Annual Meeting would be complete without addressing 
the next year’s goals and the SDCGA Resolutions meeting 
took place in the afternoon where SDCGA members discussed 
and determined the organization’s positions countless issues 
important to farmers. Twenty-one resolutions were passed 
during the meeting.

“The resolutions process really is the core to our Annual 
Meeting because as a grassroots organization it’s important 
to gather input from our members as we represent corn 
producers in legislative activities in Washington and Pierre,” 
said Bill Chase, president of the SDCGA.

After the day’s work was done, the SDCGA kicked off an 
evening of entertainment and relaxation presenting “Corn 
Mania” 2010. The evening featured a silent auction with 
hundreds of items to bid on for the guest list of nearly 1,000 
people. 

The SDCGA welcomed Chairman Leonard Boswell, D-IA, as 
the keynote banquet speaker. Boswell motivated attendees 
about the tremendous work farmers do to feed the future 
world. Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin introduced Boswell and 
also addressed the audience.

Then American English wowed the crowd with their tribute 
to the Beatles and had the crowd on their feet dancing to 
great hits into the evening.

“The SDCGA joined together our members, industry 
partners, producers and top legislative leaders for a great 
day and evening of celebrating our industry,” said Chase. 
“We were pleased to have a room full of stakeholders in the 
industry as a way to kick off our momentum for the next year 
of achievements in agriculture.”

Presidential 
Recognition Award: 
Bill Chase

The South Dakota Corn 
Growers Association offered 
accolades to Bill Chase of 
Wolsey, S.D. for his service to the 
corn industry. The Presidential 
Recognition Award was 
presented to Chase during the 
SDCGA’s 24th Annual Meeting.

Chase is dedicated to 
advancing and developing the South Dakota corn 
industry and creating opportunities for producers as a 
board member for the SDCGA, of which he has served as 
president for the past two years.

Chase’s understanding of the legislative process allowed 
him to be highly effective in shaping farm policy from a 
producer standpoint and he represents the industry well. 
Under his leadership, the SDCGA has made a difference for 
producers throughout the state in important issues such as 
taxation, transportation and more. While a member of the 
board, Chase has served on the Farm Bill Committee and 
as a liaison to the NRCS State Technical Committee.

On the national scene, Chase served as chairman of 
the Production and Stewardship Action Team for the 
National Corn Growers Association (NCGA).  The team 
led the direction of the conservation title of the current 
farm bill. In addition, Chase has affected developments in 
transportation infrastructure and environmental programs. 
He currently serves on the Public Policy Action Team for 
NCGA. 

His strong family support has allowed Bill to be an 
accessible spokesman for the industry, able to dedicate 
himself to meetings, lobbying efforts and media 
interviews. His editorial comments and quotes have been 
published broadly statewide and in national publications. 
He aggressively pursues opportunities to set the record 
straight for the industry.

In addition to the Presidential Recognition Award, 
Chase received an Outstanding Service award from SDCGA 
as his board term is completed.

Chase and his wife, Kathy, have four sons and operate a 
diversified farming operation near Wolsey.

Bill Chase
SDCGA President
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most Valuable 
Player in 
Agriculture:
Denny Everson

The South Dakota Corn Growers 
Association (SDCGA) presented 
Denny Everson of First Dakota 
National Bank in yankton, S.D., 

with the Most Valuable Player in Agriculture Award for the 
tremendous impacts he has made in the agricultural industry. 

A dedicated friend to the agricultural industry, Everson has 
created industry successes by leading the charge to create 
opportunities for agriculture in our state.

Growing up and working on his family farm near Loomis, 
S.D. was the beginning of his passion and involvement in 
agriculture. Everson has been involved with ag lending since 
1974 and has been with First Dakota National bank since 
1984. 

In more than 25 years in financial services, Everson has 
been a force behind many initiatives including his recent 
chairmanship of the ABA’s 10-member Task Force on 21st 
Century Agricultural Banking, which recently came up with a 
national farm aid plan. 

He has shared his passion and knowledge for agriculture 
to spur change for the industry and has worked to transfer 
benefits to agricultural producers. A true advocate for 
farmers, he is the mastermind behind his bank’s Dakota Mac 
program, a subsidiary that provides real estate loans for other 
banks and processes guaranteed loans in the Upper Midwest. 

He is inspired to serve agriculture not only because of its 
economic force in South Dakota, but to make a difference and 
to help build the next generation of leaders in agriculture. 
He is the co-founder and Executive Director of South Dakota 
Agriculture and Leadership Program, which is dedicated to 
providing leadership training to those involved in the ag 
industry.  

He has impacted the agricultural industry as a board 
member of many agricultural organizations, including the 
SDCGA, being a voice for agriculture and serving as a mentor 
for the entire industry. 

Everson and his wife, Jan, reside in Yankton and have 3 
grown daughters.

Denny Everson

Outstanding Service Awards 
honor retiring directors at 
SDCGA Annual meeting

The South Dakota Corn Growers Association recognized 
the following directors who have served their allowed 
terms with the organization:

Chad Blindauer of Mitchell, S.D., has 
been a visionary leader as a South 
Dakota Corn Growers Association 
board director. Blindauer has served 
on the SDCGA board since January 
2001. Blindauer’s steady commitment 
to the industry has led him into several 
leadership roles including his current 
position as chairman of the SDCGA. He 

has also been instrumental in the success of key programs 
as a member of countless working groups including 
SDCGA CornPac, Farm Bill and the Showplot committee. 
Blindauer’s impact on the industry doesn’t stop in South 
Dakota as he has dedicated time and energy to the 
National Corn Growers Association’s Biotechnology 
Working Group, earning a leadership post of vice-chairman 
of that national committee. Blindauer is a current board 
director for the South Dakota Corn Utilization Council.

Jason Kontz and his wife, Morgan, are 
involved in a diversified family farming 
partnership northwest of Flandreau, 
S.D., incorporating corn, soybeans and 
a cow/calf operation. An SDCGA board 
member since January of 2001, he has 
been a tireless volunteer for 
educational outreach at trade shows 
and fairs.  As chairman of the SDCGA 

Showplot Committee, Kontz led positive advancements in 
the Showplot Program and has been a long-time 
participant as well by planting an annual SDCGA showplot. 
He also participated the Corn Cob Open committee. 

During James Krier’s time on the 
SDCGA board, he has served as a 
leader in countless capacities. A 
member of the Legislative Committee, 
Krier helped set the policy direction 
for the organization. He also helped 
develop the SDCGA showplot 
program into what it is today and has 
participated in the Corn Cob Open 

planning as a committee member. Krier has always been a 
key leader on the Membership Committee and has 
encouraged new members from his district to join the 
organization. Krier and his wife, Nancy, operate a 
diversified farming operation at Herrick, S.D. which 
includes corn, soybeans, wheat, alfalfa and a cow/calf and 
cattle backgrounding enterprise. 

Industry Reps: The SDCGA has industry representatives 
participate as directors on the board. Their collective and 
independent vision offers tremendous value and insight 
to the decisions and efforts made for the industry. The 
industry representatives provide the link between our 
growers and our allied industry and working together 
strengthens South Dakota agriculture. Two SDCGA 
industry representatives retired their positions on the 
board. Kyle Broughton of Canton, S.D. and Denny Everson 
of Yankton, S.D.
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Excellence in Agriculture:
Delton Strasser

The South Dakota Corn Growers 
Association named Delton Strasser, a 
producer from Wilmot, S.D., for an Excellence 
in Agriculture Award. The award honors 
an outstanding leader in agriculture who 
exemplifies excellence in agriculture by their 
significant contributions to the industry as 
a whole. 

Strasser had dedicated his life’s work to advancing the industry 
with his remarkable vision for South Dakota agriculture. His role in 
developing value-added opportunities for producers throughout the 
state is his legacy for future generations.

Farming has truly been his life with over 45 years in production 
agriculture. As a third generation farmer, his passion for his own 
farming endeavors has been for improving production practices to 
increase yields and profitability as the industry changes. 

Strasser’s foresight for adding value to the products raised on the 
farm by creating new uses and markets catapulted this leader to the 
forefront of developing the organization and business plans to build 
a farmer-owned ethanol plant in the state. He continues to steer 
the success of that ethanol plant, Poet Big Stone, as president of the 
board.

Strasser has been a respected leader on both the SDCGA and 
South Dakota Corn Utilization Council (SDCUC) boards, serving 
as president of the SDCUC. He has served at the national level on 
National Corn Growers Association action teams and has participated 
in strategic planning for the state and national organizations. 

Strasser has made impacts on countless organizations through 
is diverse involvement, helping to forge the direction of our state’s 
agricultural industry. Farmers throughout the state have benefited 
from his enthusiasm for creating opportunities for the state and 
industry.

He and his wife, Vernette, farm near Wilmot. One son, Darren, 
farms with them full time and another son, Travis and his wife, 
Andrea, help on the farm when possible. Their daughter, Chantelle, 
and her husband, Mark, live with their three children in North 
Carolina.

Delton Strasser

Legislative 
Appreciation Award: 
Speaker Tim Rave (R-SD)

The South Dakota Corn Growers 
Association presented South 
Dakota Speaker of the House Tim 
Rave a Legislative Appreciation 
Award. The recognition is given 
annually to a visionary legislator 

who is passionate about leading our state to the next level. 
Rave is an agriculture advocate who has been willing 

to offer support for the industry in our state. Whether it’s 
in committee or on the floor, Rave is highly effective in 
delivering results.

He has been responsible for passing several pieces of 
legislation and is known for his effectiveness in gathering 
support and building alliances. When a leader of his caliber 
introduces legislation, people listen. He has earned a high 
rate of success in passing bills and he is visionary in creating 
real solutions. His leadership style is fair and non-partisan

A fourth term Republican he was originally elected in 
2002, representing District 25 including the counties of 
Hanson, McCook and Minnehaha. In his short time in the 
Legislature, Rave has moved quickly into leadership roles 
and is currently Speaker of the House.

One of the biggest pieces of legislation which took 
place in the 2009 Session during which Rave first served 
as Speaker was the property tax bill and Rave’s leadership 
was evident as the bill moved through the House. Speaker 
Rave will play an instrumental role overseeing the 
implementation of that bill. 

When not serving the citizens of South Dakota as 
Speaker of the House, he is Operations Manager of Rural/
Metro Ambulance in Sioux Falls, SD.  

 He has also worked as both a paramedic and helicopter 
flight paramedic for the past for the past 15 years. Rave and 
his wife, Lisa, live near Sioux Falls with their two children, 
Thea and Mitchell.

Tim Rave

SDCGA selected Greg Lamp, editor of Corn and Soybean Digest 
for its 2010 Excellence in Public Outreach Award. The Excellence in 
Public Outreach Award is given to journalists who go the extra mile 
in representing the industry to the general public with fairness, 
accuracy and diligence. 

A Brookings, S.D., native and SDSU graduate, Lamp has been editor 
of the Corn and Soybean Digest since 1999. He grew up on a diversified 
crop and cattle operation and has been in agricultural journalism 
since 1976. Corn & Soybean Digest specializes in providing production, 
marketing and business information to corn and soybean farmers 
across the country. Their mission is to help corn and soybean growers 
maximize profits. Owned by Penton Media, the 147,000 circulation 

magazine is based in Minneapolis, MN, and is 
published 11 times a year. 

“When farmers open our magazine they 
know just what they’re getting: reliable, tightly 
niched production and marketing information 
that helps them maximize profits,” said Lamp. 

Lamp has traveled extensively overseas, 
reporting on foreign agriculture and its 
impact on U.S. farmers. Previous to his Corn 
and Soybean Digest post, Lamp served as managing editor of BEEF 
magazine, and also worked at Farm Journal, Successful Farming and 
Feedlot Management magazines.

Greg Lamp

Excellence in Public Outreach Award: Greg Lamp
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Guests of all ages enjoyed the concert

Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin is introduced

American English, in c
oncert

David Kohl presentation

More silent auction goodies
Beatles memorabilia was part

the silent auction

Richard Brock presentation

Featured speaker Rick Tolman, 

CEO of the National Corn Growers Association

Annual 

Meeting

Highlights
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American Coalition 
for Ethanol

CoBank

CorTrust Bank

Dacotah Bank

Dakotaland Feeds

Eide Bailly

Farm Forum

Fast Signs

First National Bank  
of Sioux Falls

GF Advertising

Hy-Vee

Legend Seeds

Murphy, Goldammer & 
Prendergast,  L.L.P.

SDSU College of Ag  
and Bio Sciences

SDSU Foundation

SD Wheat Growers

Seeds 2000

Valero

Wensman Seed

Woltman, Van Kekerix & Stotz PC

Business Printing & Graphics

BASF

Dakota Ethanol

Heartland Grain Fuels

Home Federal

Hub City Radio

KMIT

KOKK

KWAT

KXRB

Sanford Health

TJ Technologies

Winfield Solutions LLC 
Croplan Genetics/

Agrisolutions    

Woods, Fuller, Shultz 
& Smith PC

Bayer CropScience

Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe Corporation

Central Farmers Coop

East River Electric Coop

Eastern Farmers Coop

First Bank and Trust

Paulsen Marketing

Poet Biorefining - Big Stone 

Poet Biorefining - 
Chancellor 

Tri-State Neighbor

BRONZE

SILVER

GOLD

PLATINUM

DIAMOND

Thank you to our Annual 
Meeting Sponsors!
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Seed & Ethanol Certificate Program
Seed certificates can be used for $30 off a hybrid seed pur-

chase of $100 or more from any of these supporting companies:

Black Diamond Seeds
Crows
Fontanelle Hybrids
Great Lakes Hybrids
Hoegemeyer Hybrids
Integra Seeds
Kaltenberg Seeds
Legend Seeds
Mustang Seeds
Mycogen Seeds

Nortec Seeds
Pannar Seeds
Proseed
REA Hybrids
Renze Hybrids
Seeds 2000
Stine Seeds
Sucrosco Seeds
Wensman Seed

QuickRoots™ Certificate Program
Join SDCGA at the 3-year or lifetime level and receive a certificate towards a $100 mini-

mum purchase of  QuickRoots™ - $25 certificate for a 3-year membership or $50 for a lifetime 
membership.

About QuickRoots™ – 
 The microorganisms in QuickRoots™ have been shown to increase availability of certain 

plant nutrients and can increase plant nutrient uptake. QuickRoots™ releases plant available 
phosphorous which has been shown to increase root mass allowing the plant to explore a greater 
volume of soil. Increased plant nutrient availability will often lead to increased plant health and 
vigor which can translate into a yield response.

 QuickRoots™ is applied to the seed. QuickRoots™ can be used in a wet or dry form and may 
event be applied to the seed up to 18 months in advance of planting. For more information, con-
tact TJ Technologies, Inc. at 1-866-819-8231 or visit the website at www.tjmicromix.com.

D T N  Membership Incentives SDCGA MeMberShip AppliCAtion

D T N  Mobile
TEXT ALERTS AVAILABLE

W ITH A 3-YEAR or Lifetime membership, you 
will receive a complimentary 12-month 

subscription to DTn mobile. Value: $190 Get real-time localized 
market, weather and news information delivered directly to your 
personal cell phone for 12 months. 

DTN Mobile will alert you to whatever critical market move or 
weather threshold you want to know about, as well as provide you 
with real-time access to quotes, weather and news via your cell phone, 
smart phone or PDA.

Text message alerts for multiple commodity updates help producers 
stay on top of changes that can impact profitability, no matter where 
you are.

Packaged with long-standing incentives for joining the SDCGA, 
there is no better opportunity for producers to profit by their 
membership in the SDCGA.

3-year SDCGA membership: $200
 Incentives: $90 toward seed purchases
      12-month subscription to DTN Mobile
   $25 QuickRoots Credit

Lifetime SDCGA membership: $800
 Incentives: $150 toward seed purchases
      12-month subscription to DTN Mobile
   $25 in ethanol certificates
   $50 in QuickRoots Credit

February 2010  11



12 South Dakota Corn Talk

M EMBERS OF THE South Dakota Corn Growers Associa-
tion considered several proposed resolutions during the 

Resolutions Session at the SDCGA Annual Meeting. Following 
are the measures which passed during the Annual Meeting:

1.  General Section   
The SDCGA supports research to understand the economic 
impact biotechnology has on an acre of corn.  

2.  General Section  
The SDCGA supports a Productivity-Based Property Tax 
System.

3.  Strike: General Section  
The SDCGA believes all commodity organizations and 
agricultural groups should hold periodic meetings in order 
to develop a program of consensus that allows all to work as 
a team.  

4.  Strike: Ag Processing/Ethanol Section  
The SDCGA supports E-30 as the optimal blend based on 
Federal Government testing and action.  

5.  Ag Processing/Ethanol Section  
The SDCGA supports the BYO ethanol program to have 5000 
blender pumps installed by 2012.

6.  Strike: Ag Processing/Ethanol Section  
The SDCGA supports country of origin labeling on imported 
petroleum fuels as a consumers right to know issue.

7.  Strike: Ag Processing/Ethanol Section  
The SDCGA supports the two-cent ethanol tax exemption 
(also known as the two-cent pump incentive) to support 
ethanol production and usage, in both gasoline and diesel. 

8.  Amendment: Ag Processing/Ethanol Section  
The SDCGA supports the permanent extension of the 
5.4-cent federal excise tax exemption for ethanol and 
other renewable fuels 45 cents federal excise tax credit for 
ethanol and other renewable fuels and the 54 cent tariff on 
imported ethanol. 

9.  Strike: Processing/Ethanol Section  
The SDCGA supports country of origin labeling on meats as 
a consumer right to know issue.

10.  Livestock Section  
The SDCGA supports responsible science based animal 
husbandry practices.

11.  Amendment: Farm Bill Section  
The SDCGA urges Congress to maintain the payment limits 
set forth in the 2002 Farm Bill 2007 Farm Bill.

12.  Amendment: Farm Bill Section 
The SDCGA supports increasing program support for crop 
insurance enterprise and whole farm coverage, which will 
be used as permanent disaster assistance.  This option 
should cross that crosses county and state lines so there 
will be one unit per crop per entity. 

13.  Farm Bill Section 
The SDCGA opposes applying a producer’s APH to any 
newly acquired land.  Any new land must start with the 
county average until a yield history is determined by 
actual production.

14.  Farm Bill Section  
The SDCGA is opposed to the Kyoto Treaty.

15.  Farm Bill Section  
The SDCGA supports that the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) improve the Loan Deficiency Payments 
(LDP) to make it more equitable between counties and 
states.

16.  Environment Section  
The SDCGA opposes EPA’s consideration to require a 
permit for every application of a pesticide.

17.  Transportation Section  
The SDCGA supports anti-trust rail legislation.

18.  Transportation Section  
The SDCGA supports ag production having a right of 
standing in any rail rate case that may be brought forward.

19.  Transportation Section  
The SDCGA supports reduction in filling fees for rail rate 
cases and a concrete deadline for ruling on rate cases.

20.  Transportation Section  
The SDCGA supports a preamble of the law to reflect 
greater priority for shippers.

21.  Transportation Section  
The SDCGA opposes EPA’s consideration to impose control 
over all un-navigational waterways.

SDCGA  2010 Resolutions that Passed

Some hybrids are genetically alike, even though they come in different bags. 
That’s because they come from the same genetic base. But not Pioneer® brand 
hybrids, which are bred from one of the world’s largest, most diverse sources of 
corn genetics. Pioneer hybrids are developed to deliver maximum performance 
in a wide range of locations and conditions. You can only get a Pioneer brand 
hybrid in a Pioneer bag. Your Pioneer sales professional offers something 
special in every bag of Pioneer hybrids: unique genetics for your unique fields.  

www.pioneer.com/products

®, TM, SM Trademarks and service marks of Pioneer Hi-Bred. All purchases are
subject to the terms of labeling and purchase documents. © 2009 PHII.09-3428

C O R P O R A T E  P A R T n E R
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Looking Ahead . . .

Corn Leaders Collaborate  
on 2011 Priorities 
 

SOUTH DAKOTA CORN leadership joined with their peers 
from other corn growing states to help set the policy 

direction of for the national organization at the National 
Corn Growers Association’s Priority and Policy Conference, 
held recently in St. Louis, MO.  The vigorous discussions of 

priorities as proposed by state 
leaders for NCGA in 2011 
focused on communications, 
environmental regulations, 
ethanol market expansion, 
the Farm Bill, grassroots 
activism, livestock and 
poultry, and transportation.

 “This is a great opportunity 
for states to discuss their own 
priorities for national while 
gaining insight into why other 
states place value in different 
areas,” said NCGA President 
Darrin Ihnen, a grower from 
Hurley, S.D. “The priorities as 

discussed here will also be considered by the Corn Congress.”
Members of the NCGA Resolutions Committee, which 

include presidents of the state checkoff organizations and 
grower associations, members of the NCGA Corn Board, and 
chairs of NCGA’s action teams and committee, also considered 
proposed resolutions for consideration by the Corn Congress 
delegates in March. 

The farmers representing South Dakota at the NCGA Policy 
and Priority Conference were David Fremark of St. Lawrence, 

S.D., president of the South Dakota Corn Utilization Council; 
and Gary Duffy of Oldham, S.D., vice president of the South 
Dakota Corn Growers Association. 

 Ihnen noted that there were strong trends present among 
the priorities that the states recommended.

 “There was a strong consensus among the state 
representatives that NCGA should focus on ethanol market 
expansion, communications and combating environmental 
regulations that could be harmful to corn growers,” he said. 

Gary Duffy of Oldham, S.D., vice president of the South Dakota 
Corn Growers Association, speaks at the National Corn Growers 
Association’s Priority and Policy Council

David Fremark of St. Lawrence, S.D., president of the South 
Dakota Corn Utilization Council, listens at the National Corn 
Growers Association’s Priority and Policy Council

“ This is a great 
opportunity for 
states to discuss 
their own priorities 
for national while 
gaining insight 
into why other 
states place value 
in different areas.”

Raven helps your planter 
make more dollars and sense.

FIELD COMPUTERS GUIDANCE & STEERING APPLICATION CONTROLS BOOM CONTROLS PLANTER CONTROLS

When planting season starts, it pays to be sure your planter is 
hitting the mark. That’s why more growers today are hooking 

up a new GPS-guided planter control system from Raven.    

Raven’s automatic AccuRow™ and SmartRow™ planter 
control systems deliver precise planting where you need it 

most—at end rows, point rows and everywhere in between. 
Perfect for saving time and seed, avoiding no-plant areas and 

eliminating costly skips and overlaps.    

Envizio Pro

Viper Pro

Cruizer

To learn more about Raven precision technology, contact your local Raven 
brand dealer.  Call 1-800-243-5435 or visit RavenPrecision.com.

C O R P O R A T E  P A R T n E R
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T ROy KNECHT operates a diversified 
farming enterprise near Houghton, 

S.D. With a lifetime devoted to farming, 
his current efforts include growing corn, 
soybeans and alfalfa in tandem with a 
stock cow operation. He also manages a 
Wensman Seed dealership. Knecht will 
represent District 5 on the SDCGA board 
of directors.

While farming has always been part of 
his life, he officially began farming on his 
own in 1998 after obtaining a Bachelor 
of Science degree in General Agriculture 
from South Dakota State University.

“I chose the farming profession because 
I love the work, the land, the quality of 
life we have here and the people I get to 
associate with daily,” said Knecht. He says 

two important challenges for 
today’s farmer are rising input 
costs and marketing.

In addition to joining the 
SDCGA board of directors in 
January of 2010, Knecht also 
is a member of the Brown 
County Weed and Pest Board. 

Knecht and his wife, Katrina, 
have one daughter, Mataya. 
In his spare time he enjoys 
playing amateur baseball, 
weekends at the lake cabin 
with family and hunting.

KEVIN DEITER is 
engaged in a multi-

generation farming 
operation near Faulkton, 
S.D., where he and his 
dad, uncle and a hired 

employee grow corn, wheat and 
soybeans. Deiter joined the South 
Dakota Corn Growers Association board 
in January of 2010, representing 
District 6.

A graduate of Lake Area Technical 
Institute of Watertown with degrees in 
Ag Production and Ag Business, Deiter 
has been dedicated to agriculture. 
Once his passion was focused on the 
cattle operation portion of the farming 
enterprise but since the herd was 
dispersed in 2008, Deiter now pours 
his energies into the land and crops.

“I have always loved farm life, 
whether it was working with cattle 
or farming,” said Deiter. “I have never 
considered anything else.”

His leadership has been clear in the 
industry as well. He is a member of Class 
IV of the South Dakota Ag and Rural 
Leadership (SDARL) program and is vice 
president of the South Dakota Chianina 
Association.

Deiter says the biggest issue facing 
today’s farmer is “keeping land prices 
and land rents in balance with the price 
of corn and ethanol so everyone in the 
industry can survive.”

Deiter and his wife, Carrie, have three 
children, Avery, Camryn and Charlie. In 
his spare time, Deiter likes to fish, hunt 
and camp with his family.

SDCGA
New Board Members
D I S T R I C T  6 D I S T R I C T  5

2010 SDCGA District map

Leadership Training offers opportunity  
to meet with Congressional Delegation

Two South Dakota farmers taking part in Leadership Training recently met 
with Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin in Washington, DC. 
Participants in the National Corn Growers Association Leadership at its Best 

Program, sponsored by Syngenta, travelled to Washington the second phase of 
training in January, which included an up-close look at how the nation’s capital 
works and visits with lawmakers on Capitol Hill.

South Dakota growers participating in the NCGA’s Leadership Academy, which 
originally kicked off in North Carolina in August, are Walter Bones, Parker, S.D. 
(left) and Brian Smith, Montrose, S.D.

“Experiencing firsthand the 
importance and process of working 
with our Congressional delegates to 
communicate the priorities of South 
Dakota producers is invaluable,” said 
Bones. “Our work in Washington and 
Pierre is such a fundamental part of 
what the South Dakota Corn Growers 
Association does and building 
relationships with our policy leaders 
allows us to be effective in delivering 
meaningful results.”

Walt Bones, Rep. Stephanie  
Herseth Sandlin and Brian Smith
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See page 3
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It’s pretty simple. 
South Dakota dairy cows eat South Dakota corn.

The dairy industry is very important to our state. In fact, there are more than 
90,000 dairy cows in South Dakota—and each cow is estimated to have a $15,524 

ripple effect on the economy.* It all adds up to one thing: today’s high-production 
dairy cows eat locally grown corn and distillers grains. That’s how we keep the 

milk—and the money—flowing in South Dakota.

AGU061 - Corn Talk Ad_Dairy Version • trim: 8.5 x 11  bleed: 9 x 11.5 • 4C

Agriculture United for South Dakota  •  P.O. Box 507  •  Sioux Falls, SD 57101  •  605-336-3622  •  www.AgUnited.org
Become a fan of South Dakota Farm Families on Facebook  •  Follow Ag United on Twitter @AgUnited4SD

*SOURCE: Agricultural Marketing Services Division, Minnesota Department of Agriculture, June 2006
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T HE NExT TWELVE MONTHS we have significant issues at 
stake with legislation and regulations. The South Dakota 

Corn Growers Association is overseeing the following 
national legislative issues.

EThAnOL • EThAnOL • EThAnOL
Ethanol – Issues that will be decided over the next 12 
months:

1)   Extend the tax incentives for the use of ethanol from 
all feedstocks and extend the offsetting secondary 
tariff on ethanol imports.

2)   Approve E15 (15% ethanol/85% gasoline) and other 
higher level blends for use in all gasoline vehicles, 
regardless of model year.

Issues that also need to be addressed in ethanol:
3)   Partner with industry to expand ethanol blending 

and dispensing infrastructure, including the 
installation of blender pumps.

4)   Mandate an increasing percentage of all new vehicles 
sold in the U.S. be flexible fuel vehicles (FFVs) capable 
of using ethanol blends up to 85% (E85).

5)   Pipeline legislation – Legislation is needed to build a 
pipeline from Mitchell, S.D. to New york. 

6)   International Indirects – EPA allowed international 
indirects to be included in the expanded RFS2 rules. 
No scientific evidence supports using indirect land 
use changes in calculating the RFS2, and the scientific 
community has not come to a consensus on this 
issue. International indirects need to be removed 
from the RFS2 

Cap and Trade
The South Dakota Corn Growers are opposed to having 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulate 
green house gases under the Clean Air Act (CAA). Both 
the current and past Administrations have acknowledged 
that the CAA is not the appropriate vehicle for 
establishing greenhouse gas policy.  However, the EPA 
finding that greenhouse gases endanger public health 
and welfare will trigger CAA regulatory actions.  These 
regulatory actions essentially establish greenhouse gas 
policy through the CAA by default.  The compliance costs 
for these CAA programs would be overwhelming as 
millions of entities, including farms, ranches and ethanol 
plants would be subject to burdensome CAA regulations.  

2013 Farmbill – 
Hearings will begin on what the 2013 farm bill should 
look like. There is significant discussion regarding 
revenue based safety nets for production agriculture.

Atrazine   
For over 50 years, sound science has governed regulatory 
decisions on atrazine. The recent reregistration process 
completed in 2006 included sound scientific evaluation 
under both the Clinton and Bush Administrations. We 
fully expect this process to continue, no matter which 
administration is currently in office. The Environmental 
Protection Agency recently decided to reassess atrazine.  
The SDCGA has submitted comments in support of 
farmers’ continue use of this product.  

National Legislative Issues

T HE 2010 SOUTH DAKOTA Legislative Session is in full swing and 
while weather has challenged some of the session days, all the bills 

have now been submitted.
The budget is stealing the show in this year’s session as 

legislators work to find solutions to shortfalls. There are several 
bills important to agriculture that the South Dakota Corn 
Growers Association is watching carefully. Following is a list of 
the bills the SDCGA will monitor this session:
hB 1009: revise certain provisions regarding the 
documentation of data used to make adjustments for factors 
that affect the capacity of the land to produce agricultural 
products during the assessment process.
hB 1101: provide for restructuring the membership of the Corn 
Utilization Council. 
hB 1139: clarify the application of common law civil trespass 
on agricultural land and to provide for the recovery of 
liquidated damages against trespassers.

hB 1192: establish an incentive 
grant program for the installation 
of ethanol blender pumps and to 
make an appropriation therefor.
hB 1197: provide for the repeal of 
the railroad tax credits. 
hB 1202: provide for the 
assessment of certain agricultural 
land as noncropland.
hB 1269: require the installation of ethanol blender pumps in certain 
state-operated fueling facilities and to make an appropriation therefor. 
hB 1273: restrict certain state purchases of gasoline to ethanol blends. 
SB 52: revise fees for certain phytosanitary certificates and inspections.
SB 127: ensure certain rights related to the marketing of 
products, commodities, and livestock. 
SB 129: revise the taxable percentage of property for 
nonagricultural and owner-occupied property classifications.

Bills to Watch at State Legislature
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By U.S.. Representative  
Stephanie Herseth Sandlin (D-SD) 

A S  THE SECOND SESSION of the 
111th Congress begins, I would 

like to update you on several issues of 
importance to your members and on 
my efforts to further develop our state’s 
growing biofuel industry. Biofuels are 
supplying the U.S. with clean-burning, 

renewable fuel that is cutting foreign oil imports, fostering 
economic development in rural states, and helping consumers 
at the pump.

A top priority this year is the long-term 
extension of the Blender’s Credit, which 
is authorized through the end of the year. 
Moving past the blend wall to E15 is another 
priority. Last year, I led a bipartisan coalition 
of House members in urging EPA to allow 
ethanol blending up to E15. I’m disappointed 
that EPA didn’t make a decision by December, 
given all of the scientific evidence that is 
available. I’ll work to ensure that EPA keeps to 
its timeline of making a decision by the middle 
of this year.

I have also aggressively pushed to 
fully implement and improve the new 
Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) to support continued biofuel 
development. The EPA’s recent announcement of its final rule 
for implementation of the new RFS is a mixed bag. I am pleased 
that the final rule recognizes corn ethanol’s clear superiority 
over gasoline in terms of greenhouse gas emissions and am 
pleased that all corn ethanol will qualify toward conventional 
biofuels mandates in the RFS. As we all know, when compared 
directly, ethanol has a clear advantage over traditional gasoline 
and is a critical component of our domestic biofuels industry.

However, EPA’s inclusion of international indirect land use 
calculations as part of the final rule, and then unfairly applying 
these flawed calculations only to corn-based ethanol, is 
unacceptable. I have consistently worked with my colleagues 
on the House Agriculture Committee to implore EPA not to 
use such speculative science when drafting the final rule. In 
addition, I have repeatedly said that the EPA should base the 
final rule on fact, not fiction, and they should not include land 
use changes in foreign countries when considering the lifecycle 
greenhouse gas emissions of renewable biofuels produced in 
the U.S. 

That’s why I have signed on a cosponsor of a bipartisan bill 
that would stop EPA from including international indirect land 
use changes in determining American renewable fuels policy. 

H.R. 4572 also would broaden the definition of renewable 
biomass to strengthen the American biofuels industry and 
amend the Clean Air Act to make clear it does not allow for 
regulation of greenhouse gases as it relates to global climate 
change. This legislation contains important provisions of other 
bills I have already supported to strengthen the U.S. biofuels 
industry and stop EPA action that could harm the growth of this 
industry.

It’s clear that rural states must also monitor the EPA’s actions 
on a range of other issues. Currently the EPA is moving forward 
to regulate greenhouse gases through the Clean Air Act. These 
regulations would result in the regulation of emissions from 

hundreds of power plants and large industrial 
facilities, including 40 facilities in South Dakota, 
many of which are ethanol plants. In order to 
stop the EPA from moving forward without 
the approval or direction of Congress, I’ve 
cosponsored bipartisan legislation introduced 
by Rep. Earl Pomeroy of North Dakota, the Save 
our Energy Jobs Act. This bill would prevent EPA 
from moving forward on its own to regulate 
greenhouse gases. 

Another important focus is ensuring adequate 
infrastructure and flex fuel vehicles to increase 
consumer access to biofuels. I’ve introduced 
bipartisan legislation, the E85 and Biodiesel Act, 
that provides greater tax incentives for service 

station owners to install blender pumps. It also corrects an IRS 
interpretation of the credit, and would thereby allow station 
owners to claim the value for the entire cost of dual purpose 
fuel dispensers.

I’ve also cosponsored bipartisan legislation introduced by 
Rep. Leonard Boswell of Iowa, the Renewable Fuel Pipeline 
Act. This bill would specifically designate renewable fuel 
pipelines as eligible for federal loan guarantees for innovative 
technologies, and would also improve the loan guarantee rate 
to 90%. I’m also a cosponsor of the Open Fuel Standard Act, 
bipartisan legislation introduced by Rep. Elliot Engel of New 
York, which would require 50 percent of all cars produced 
or sold in the U.S. to be flex fuel by 2012, and increase that 
percentage to 80 percent by 2015. These are some of the 
initiatives I’ll be supporting in 2010.

It’s reassuring that, despite a year of weather-related 
setbacks and natural disasters in 2009, South Dakota corn 
producers once again showed their strength and produced 
record corn yields. As we begin 2010, I look forward to a 
continued productive dialogue with the South Dakota Corn 
Growers Association, and to working with you to promote 
South Dakota’s agriculture and energy sectors, priorities we 
share in common.

“A top priority this 
year is the long-
term extension 
of the Blender’s 

Credit, which 
is authorized 

through the end 
of the year.”

SD Corn Ethanol & the 111th Congress
             A Top Priority for 2010
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2009
STATE CONTEST WINNERS

RANK/NAME/CITY BRAND HYBRID YIELD

IRRIGATED

1. Lower Brule Farm Corp, Pierre Pioneer 34R67 273.46

2. Dean Bosse, Elk Point  Pioneer 33H27 267.40

3. Riverside Farms, Huron  Pioneer 34F07 256.19

NO TILL/STRIP TILL IRRIGATED

1. Steve Breding, Chamberlain Dekalb DKC61-69 297.90

2. Riverside Farms, Huron  Pioneer 35F44 279.74

3. Lower Brule Farms, Pukwana Dekalb DKC58-16 253.11

NO TILL/STRIP TILL NON-IRRIGATED

1. Brookside Farms, Akron, IA Pioneer 33W84 258.63

2. Shamrock Farms, Carpenter Pioneer 35F44 247.00

2. Dave Dufrain, Geddes  Pioneer 35F40 242.15

NON-IRRIGATED

1. Brookside Farms, Akron, IA Pioneer 33W84 294.74

2. Manning Farms, Vermillion  Dekalb DKC61-69 292.27

2. Fornia Farms, Jefferson  Dekalb DKC61-69 288.02

RIDGE TILL IRRIGATED

1. David Ogle, Harrold  Dekalb DKC64-79 253.06

2.  Justin Ogle, Harrold  Dekalb DKC64-79 252.68

3. Justin Ogle, Harrold  Pioneer 33B54 192.23

RIDGE TILL NON-IRRIGATED

1. Scott McKee, Hawarden, IA Pioneer 33W84 260.95

2. Olson Farms, Volga  Pioneer 38M60 186.76

T HE SDCGA CONGRATULATES all the entrants in the 2009 
National Corn Growers Association Corn yield Contest. 

The top yield in South Dakota was 297.9 bushels per acre on 
no-till/strip-till irrigated ground. 

Entries exceeded all previous records as 6,960 corn growers 
nationwide entered the 2009 contest, a 3.5 percent increase 
over 2008.

The Corn Yield Contest in South Dakota is set up to 
recognize corn producers for their productivity in the field. 
State Corn Yield Contest winners were honored at a luncheon 
held in conjunction with the SDCGA’s Annual Meeting.

The following are the top three state winners from the six 
different classes:

Winners Announced
National Corn Growers Association
Corn Yield Contest

SDCGA president Bill Chase, left, congratulates Benson Farms of 
Wolsey, S.D., for its achievements in the NCGA Corn Yield Contest, 
during the SDCGA Annual Meeting Luncheon on Jan. 9. Benson 
Farms took first place in the non-irrigated division for District 
8 with its Dekalb DKC52-63 hybrid which yielded over 218.51 
bushels per acre.

FEEDING THE 

HUNGRY 

COMES 

NATURALLY 

TO A CORN  
GROWER.

™

*Donation not to exceed $100,000. ©2010 Syngenta Crop Protection, Inc., 410 Swing Road, Greensboro, NC 27409. Important: 
Always read and follow label instructions before buying or using Syngenta products. Halex® GT, Weeding out Hunger™ and 
the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. Syngenta Customer Center: 1-866-SYNGENT(A) (796-4368). 
www.FarmAssist.com  MW 1CRN0016-P 1/10

By purchasing Halex® GT, you can help weed out hunger 
in your community. In 2010, Syngenta will donate a 
percentage of Halex GT herbicide sales to local food 
pantries.* To learn more about Weeding out Hunger,™ 
visit WeedingOutHunger.com.

C O R P O R A T E  P A R T n E R
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CROP INSURANCE 
is an essential part 

of risk management for 
farm businesses. Because 
five of the six main crop 
insurance lines are federally 
subsidized, pricing is the 
same no matter the source. 
But getting the correct 
crop insurance mix for your 
operation depends heavily 
on the expertise of your 
agent. “Farm Credit Services 
of America (FCSAmerica) 
is the largest crop hail 
insurance agency in South 
Dakota”, commented Bob Schmidt, Senior Vice President 
who offices in Pierre, South Dakota.  “Our crop insurance 
specialists work on salary, not commissions and are 
dedicated full-time to crop insurance” added Schmidt.

One of those specialists is Brent Thorpe, vice president 
of insurance, who operates out of the Pierre office. “Crop 
insurance is the best safety net for input costs,” Thorpe says. 
“If you have it, you protect the revenue generated from 
the crop, and that allows you to be comfortable with a 
marketing strategy that includes forward contracting and 
other tactics that generate top prices.” 

As producers in South Dakota know, every operation 
is different, but age and financial position shouldn’t 
preclude crop coverage, he says. Young and beginning 
farmers typically have less risk-bearing ability. They need 
crop insurance coverage so their lender can be assured of 
liquidity. “you never know when Mother Nature will tap you 
on the shoulder and say ‘It’s your time’,” Thorpe says. 

Even producers with stable operations should have 
coverage. A single adverse event can wipe out an entire crop 
and have a devastating effect on an operation’s liquidity. 

Protect working capital
With current tight credit conditions, farm lenders are 

urging customers to maintain adequate working capital. 
Using crop insurance to guarantee income, either through 
guaranteed bushels or price or a combination of the two, 
helps stabilize the operation’s working capital position, 
according to Thorpe. 

“Crop insurance should be a key part of your total risk 
management plan,” Thorpe advises farmers. 

The good news is that a wide variety of coverages are 

available to cover natural 
calamities, such as hail 
or delayed planting, or 
market-driven commodity 
price fluctuations. But crop 
insurance programs change 
every year, and so do each 
operation’s crop insurance 
needs.

FCSAmerica employs 
over 320 crop insurance 
specialists to cover the 
company’s four-state service 
area. They work on salary, 
not commissions, Thorpe 
notes. More than a hundred 

of the agents are dedicated full-time to crop insurance. 
They are backed up by a team of insurance analysts who 
work from the central processing office in Omaha. For more 
information, contact a Farm Credit Services of America crop 
insurance specialist at 1-800-884-FARM. 

Crop Insurance:
An Important Tool for Risk management
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Your questions, their answers
The South Dakota Corn Growers Association (SDCGA) and the American Coalition 

for Ethanol (ACE) will host a forum with the candidates for South Dakota’s 
Governor. Members of the SDCGA and ACE are invited to attend and take part 
in learning more about the candidates and their position on issues important to 
agriculture. 

Each candidate’s outlook on the future of agriculture and renewable energy in our 
state is very important to our members.  Through a question and answer format, the 
candidates will share their views at a forum on agriculture and ethanol scheduled for 
10:00 a.m. on April 8, 2010 at the Downtown Holiday Inn in Sioux Falls.

Agriculture is South Dakota’s number one industry with over a $21 billion 
economic impact and our state’s ethanol industry has reached 1 billion gallons in 
annual production. These industries are vitally important to South Dakotans and will 
frame the future of our state.  

This forum is producers’ opportunity to become informed about how the potential new Governor will 
support agriculture and ethanol in South Dakota.  The forum will include time for opening and closing 
remarks, and questions will be submitted by our members via note card and read by the moderator. 

SDCGA members are invited to attend the event on April 8 at the Downtown Holiday Inn in Sioux Falls.

Governor Candidate Forum: 

Thursday, 
April 8 
at the 

Sioux Falls 
Downtown 
holiday Inn


